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To all Parents of Children, Maſters of Families, 


Guardians, Turors, School-Maſters, or any others, to whom the 
charge of ſouls, and the care of catrchizing, moe eſpecially 
belongs. 


I. B. 

Witheth ſuch wiſdom and grace,ts may enable them ſo to diſcharge Faith 
and a good conſcience in the dutyes aforeſaid, that they may vive a 
comfortable account thereof at the great and dreadful Tribunal of the 
holy God, 


Mev, Brethren, and Fathers ; 


F I (hould take che bumble boldneſs, to ask you all, even one by one, 

of what rank or quality ſoever you are, (tanding in any of the relations 

and capacities above mentioned, whether ( 1.) che 187.97 ance and dark- 

»eſs that is upon the minds of thouſands, with the many abominable er- 
rors & hereſies of theſe three Kingdomes,of England, Scotland,and Ireland 
Wherher(2.)che Prophaneneſs, Debaucheries,Prattick Atheiſm, and impie- 
ties,of all ſorts,that have broken out in chis preſent- age,and overflown all 
places, do not very wch (if not chiefly ) lye at your doors? I ſay if I 
ſhould , or could have opportunity.co ask this queition of you, may you 
not, yea, muſt you nog all (ay, if you will (ay the truth, (and thac with ſad 
refleions upon your own kearts and conſciences except here and there a 
fiw of you) that it wvuſt be granted, and cannot be denied, chat the princi= 
pal cauſe of all this ſoml-deſtroyingrevil, doth indeed molily lye upon you, 
whilt in your ſeveral reſpeRive places, you have neglected to do theſe 
two things. 

Ficlt, to Catechiſe and i»ſtrult thoſe that have been under your cate; by 
which means, ſound k nowledgeandwnderſtandirg might have been laid in, 
and thereby the darkneſs of Ignorance and error have been chaſed away, 

Secondly, to make uſe of your Authority to reprove,corrett, puniſh, and 
thereby as much a$ ih you lyes, to prevent, or reform Nhat hath beenamiſes 
in 91a», and this too, by reinforcing the uſe of your authority, by your 
own example of an holy life, 

That theſe are duties incumbent upon you all, and that niceſſarily and 
” 1 - pndiſpenſibly 
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indiſpenfebly, by the expreſs command and declared will of God, [aid comp 
io his word, may in due time be made evident, 

As forthe excuſes chat you may ſeemto make for your ſelves, in the 
om: fſÞ1m of theſe dncies, Iecus lee a little what they ace, Perhaps ſome | 
Will 18, they are 1ghorant themſelves, and have need themſelves 6 be 19- | 
firuRed, and thacthey were brought up lo by their Parents before, or 
by ſuch others as had che care of them ;and therefore chey hope they may 
be excuſed, Another ſort,they plead, truly they are 1n 4 pror and mean cons 
dition, and are conlirained to earn theic daily bread, that they, and theirs 
Jive upon,and ſo cannot ſpare time for ſuch an every dayes work, as this is. A | 
thicd (ort have ſuch a multitude of buſineſſes, and imploymerts take them 
up, that they likewiſe have no /erſure for it, A fourth ſort they plead the 
height , and greatneſs of their ſtate and digrity, they Cannot ſtoop to 
ſuch a work aS this: VVanat mult they, though L1rds, Ladyer, Earles, 
and ſo Dwker, turn Catechilis ? 

Toall which 1 anſwer, will rbeſe excuſes paſſe, think ye, at the great | 
Tribunal another day ? is any mortal man or woman whatſoeyer, whe- | 
ther of beggerly or Royal race, that hath received his 45g from God, | 
and depends upon him for the continuance of it, in every breath he draws, | 
exempted from the general rule laid down for all men in the Holy Serip=- i 
tures ? is there ay exception made there , ether of poor, or r1ch bigh, | 
or low ? [thipk none wiil aftcm 17, | 

Ic is tru< indeed upon many accounts, and in many caſes ſome Paren:s | 
of Caildren, 5nd ſome heads of Familyes, with ſome of all the reii that ace 
named, may, "mn: etimes , or perhap', alwayes, be diſabled, and neceſſars.y 
hindred, through ſickneſs, ſeparation from their Fimilies, by :mpriſonmentr, 
ling jourrey!, or abſence in forraign Countries, and d!vers other mayes, | 
warrantably excuſeable ; but then ths can never be excuſed, that they do 
n2: take the utmoſt care, and uſe the utmoſt endeavours they pollibly can, 
ro have it done by ſome body elſe for them, on their behalf and in their 
ſtead. | 

VVe are apt to complain, that theauſe of che great ignorance th.t 
11 among n<,znd of che many abominable errors that are abroad, i; partly 
the want 0! a painfull, able and Orthodix Miniſtry, to inſtru the pro- | 
ple, who (as the P.ophec Hoſea complained in bis dayes, Chap. 4. 6.) 
av8 drſiro) ed for lack of knowledge ; agreeable to what wiſe S-lomon ſaich 
alio, Prov. 29.18.) here now1iſion 1s the provle periſh ; and parily the ma» 
' py erroneous Books, eſpecially Popiſh Books, that are every where 14uſtri- 
ouſly ſpread, unto the ſeducing of thouſands, ard greatly contributing to 

the gr0wtb of Popery among us, as he that bath but balf aveye may ſee, 
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We ze alſo.apt to conpliin again, that as to the profavereſs that isY 
ab:01d, and ihe u:controalable wickedneſs, that with all boldneſs, and Inpus | 
dence reignse vety whece, there ace many cauies forthatalſo : (Dae is, ch] 
licencious freedom that ev2;y one takes, to a&t what willavy he pleaſeth, 
| from the examples, and courterauce of Others greater then themſelves, 
which ace alike guilty ; ano:bec it, the many Playbouſes, rumerous Alt- 
henſes, Gamehouſe',1nd other places worſethers theſe (chough theſe are al 
bad enough) by w bich all ſorts of perſons, eſpecially of the younger ſort, 
are vitiated and corrupted, A thi:d is, the great impunity that is found 
every Waere, through the Magiſtrates either conmmance or neglet of 

| makiog uſe of the power pur inco his hand , for the amending of thele eno: = 
mMiries, 

Now all this I (art deny, and do deſire to bewail a8 much as any, T: 
is too true, there is indeed great want of a painfull, able, ard Orthodox 
| eMiniſiry, eſpecially ſince, ſo many choice and holy men have been 

. laid aſide ; through the want of theſe barning ard ſhining lights (many of 
| which are quite extinguiſhed, and the reſt put under a buſhel) our Goſhen 
isturned wcoan Egypt, our light into darkneſs, Andit is as { true a221iny 
| that the ſpirit of prophaneneſs, now io much among us, 18 fowented greatly, 
« i and cheriſhed by the means aforeſaid, but this I ſay, and dare boldly af- 
| firm, upon very rational grounds, that did Parents of (bidrey, Maſters 
| of Famil:es, avd others mentioned, in their reſpefF:ve capacities, either by 
« | themſelves, or, at lealt, by others for them, take due and timely care to 
. inſcrult and edxcate the ſoules commi:ted tothem, much of all this evil 
y would bz prevented, S-wnd knowledge, you know, Conveyed i8to the heart f! 
by the continual droppings of wholſome inſtruction and ſeaſonable reproofs, 
T ; with wiſe and dae correllion allo for miſcarriages T praltiſe, fre- 
I | quently ſeconded by god!y exhortarions from Religious Parent', 
and others the:eunco oblieged, would every where ban:(h 19norArcey 
_ and profarereſs, and render the Devils ayency , by the evil } 
m eans aſorelaid lefſe effec tual, Tipe:ſons every where were well pround- 
c ed inthe ptinciples of the true reformed Religion, weuld, or could 
| :gr0rarce p.evail, of errors, and dangerous cpinions take ſuch root as 
tney doe? and if, together wich th:s knowledge, the yurture and adme- 
= non of the L'r4, were in prectile in ail places, and amongſt all perſorr= 
- where it (hould, would there bean rcliration 10 miny to the wicked 
neſs that now rules ſomuih Þ would they have a Mind to Plajer,gameing 
erik rg, Revellivg Of rioting of 1c cUt,45 now they taveFind by Con'equence 
would not the Playboys, Alchouſer, and orher lewd places, have [eſſe com- 
pany Lacn they have ? yea, 2nd would rot the Afſagiſtrate alſo have 
RT I : it 
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Tefſe occaſion to uſe the (word for puriſhment, then now he hath > 

And therefore upon the-whole matter,l appeal to all rational, and ſobey 
"me, and eſpeciallyro ſuch as have any thing of the. ſentiments of Religt= 
07, and good conſcience IQ them, whether the very firſt fonndatons of all 
moral good, or evil, inthe hearts of all ſorts of perſons, both iv Church and 
ſtate, are vot laid io the fauhbfull diſcharge, or the ſinfull negleft of the 
dntyes aforeſaid, among private perion?, and families ? may 
not good Fathers and good Mothers (doing their quries faichfully,) hope 
to make good Children ? and may not good Malters, and good Mittrefles, 
(doiog the like) hope to make good ſervants ? And by this means, may nce 
whole king domes, and Nations (and that ſucceſſively too) even-one ge- 
neration afrec another become good, or at lea(t wiſe, much better then now 
they are ? better people towards God - better and more {yal (ubjeRs 
to Kipgs and P.inces ; Setter Husbands, and Wives ; better Parents to 
their own Children ; better upon all accounts, both towards God and 
mar? 

Now that I may teltifie my willingneſs, at leaſt, to doe what lyes 5n 
me, Within that 14rrow compaſſe wherein I move, to put ſuch a work as 
abs on foot, and to help it forward too, ' what | can, I have taken up a 
reſolution (through grace, and ar far 45 divine aſſiſtance ſhall enable me) 
ro ſpend che re/;dne of my life, (if not by fickneſs, or otherwiſe provi= 
dentially hindred)in ſuch a catechetical preaching « xerciſe, as may molt 
+ Conduce both to the edification and reformation, not only of the younger 
ſo:r, but the elder allo; each of them3s I conceive, having »ced exough 
o fit, in this dah, 2nd profare age. 

And the method I propound in this work,is,.2 eademg, opera, with one 
the ſame libour co do: theſe four things, 

Firſt,tolay down and explain the fundamental points of the truly reform- 

* ed Chriſtian Religion, in as eaficand familiar a manner as I can, ſo as 
may beſe ſuit, ever with the weakeſt and /oweſe capacities. 

| Secondly , not only ro bring ſuch appoſire and full Scriptures 
(wich zrguments f:om other trpicks)as the natter it hand (all require, 
for the clear and ſatwfattory proofs thereof ; but alſo give {ch dlucidats- 
ons, of the faid Sctiptures, eicher from the origiral languages, | or the cir- 
enmſtances of time, place, eccaſior, and per fon ſpeaking iD each Ecripture, 
as may ſerve in'tzal of an expoſitery commertary thereupen, by meanes 
whereofa farther /1ght ill be cait , xs well upon the pornt in qu*ſticn, as 
the Scripture a'ed;ed for the proof of it, 

Thi:dly I hall take {pecral notice of thoſe Scriptures which are uot 
to be wged, by the adverſaries of any fundamental truth, and clear 
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them all I can, in defence thereof;which I conceive;iu this age ( to pregnant 

With er:0:8 of all ſorts, eſpecially with Pelagianiſm, Arminianſm,S10maniſmy 
Quakiſm,end Popery) will be of no (mall uſe, for is it nor one of the grea: if 
arts of the Devil, to ſet the 5rſrand ſtrongeſe VVits, and moſt /earned 
pens, he can, on work to doe a8 thoſe dia of whom the Apolile Peter 
complaines in his dayes, (Da5p32Avy T5 yeards) ro wreſe awry and torture the 
Scriptures, to the overthrow of trath, and to their own deſernthion, 2 Per, | 
3. 16, This plot of the Devil therefore (amons others) 1 ſhall ende> 
vour al'o to comnter-ework, and undermine, ; 

Fourthly, and laſtly, I ſhall make ic my buſreſr, foro manage the 
whole work,, as that ic may fave an mflue:ce pI prattiſee as well 
as beger »owledge, | 

And becauſe it will be (uch a med work, therefore I call ic a cate- | 
chetical Preaching exerciſe, | 

Catecherical , tor two reaſons, Fitlt, becauſe the was» deſign of it, 
15 co handle all the furdamertal points throughout the whole body of Di- 
vinity , ifthe Lord ſpare life and health, without interruption by a 
1nbincible impediment, Secondly, becauſe my method ſhall be all alopg 
by way of queſtion and anſwer, 

A Preaching exe iſe, becauſe firſt I ſhall interſperſe DolFrinal obſer- 
vatiows upon many »f the Scriptures quored, Secondly, make ſuch in- 
ferences and applications as will be moſt [witableto the nature of the truths 
handled, and moſt #ſefu! co my bearers. 

And for my better help and dire&ion in the whole work, I intend 
as occafion ſerves, to conſult the beſt and moſt anthertich. Authors I 
can think of, or procure, ſuch as Caivims works, eſpecially his 1»ſrita= 
ons, with bus GenevaCatechiſm, the works of Luther, Melar6thon, Zanchy, - 
Alſted, Furins, Bez.a, Rivet, Sparhem, Grotins (hameir, Urſins Catechiſm, 
IWpollebius, Wendeline, with other forreign Divines; co which I (hall add 
Roltoch, Weames, Rutherford , Dickſon, Hutchiſon, Durham of Scot- 
land ; with the works of holy and learned M-. Corton, Chancey, Shepheard, 
Norto: of new Evgland , alſo the moſt approved of our own Countrey- 
men, as holy and learned Mr. Perkins, Dr. Ame/ine, Dr, Preſton, Dr, 
Davenart, D:, Twiſs, Dr. Gonge, Dr, Thomas Taylor, D:.g Arronſmauh, 
Mr. Brightman, Mr. Gataker, Mr. Pemble, Mr, Damel Rogers, Mr. Ambros 
Mr. Bolton, Mr, Anthony Burges , belides divers others very venerable 
ard worthy Anthors, which b:cauſe living, 1 name nor. Bur moſt of all ſhall 
make uſe of our Renowned Diller Vhhers Buik, entituled the ſum ard ſub. 
tance of Chriſtian Rcligion, Mr. Baa''s Catechiſm, and that of the Aſſume 


ly of Divines, 
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| 
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Thus Chriftiao Reader, I have cold chee my deſig: but who am T, char 
'T ſhould undertake ſuch a work as this? tor my own pare I am very con- 
ſciow to wy ſelf, that I am the meaveſt, weakeſt, and moſt usfir amonglt 
my b:echren for it, having neither e:dowments of mind , nor inch a ſtick 


 of<Learning, nor (vow in my decaying age) iuch ſtrergthof Boy, as to 


þe able co help to ſupply theſe aefetts, by hard ſexady, And therefore 
do heartily with that lome werthy perſon of Name and Note,and of a more 
able bead, gy better bart, would have prevented me,or would jet undertak e 
it, Ince mean while till ſome ſ«cb doth appear, I thall dos whar [ 
Cavin ic, and continue fo to doe, hoping that my poor endeavours,will 
not prove wnaccextable, of wnſucceſs/ull ; which hope will be tne more 
{tcenzthned, if [may have the bearty and conſtant prayers of the Lords 
people ( which I hereby muſe carreſily deſire) that my daily [tu- 
dies and labours may be bleſſed, to my ſe!f ard others, thac ſhall avy way 
partake of them. 

As ſor this fi-ſe eſſay, which I have now made and exhibited rhus to 
publick view, it is to givea /ittle taſt, of the warner and way, I intend 


- ro proceed in throughout my whole work , oply I crave leave to ſug- 


o elt theſe two things, 

Firſt, That 1 in:erd not tobe ſo large hereafter in gl/ofſing upon any 
Scripture, as I have been upon that which I have here choler, for au 
sntrodaition to my work ; nor did [ at firſt intend to have been ſo prolix 
upon this, till comming upon the medication of it, I found many things 
oCcurcing, which are not er<1rarily ſprken to, and yet, I conceive, are ve- 
ry wſeful in this age, to be taken votice of, Imean, as to the Hiſtory of 
oy life, and the courſe and prattiſeof it, whileſt he was.here upon 
.Exreh, 

S:condly, that I intznd, before I enter uponthe mam work it ſelf, to 
ſpeak to theſe following Prolegomera or general things, by way of premiſe, 
(1.)To ſhew the neceſſity of the right knowledge of che trurChriſtian Reli- 
gion,togerher with the excellency of it,and then wherein it conſiſts, and how 
tis diſti-guiſhed from the many - falſe Religions that are in the world, 
(2.) Toprove that the beſt and eafieſe way for all ſorts of perſons to ger 


. this knowledge of the true Chriſtian Religion into head and heartyis by Cate- 


.chiſing, And here I (halbreifly (hew what catechiling is, as 'tis differ enced 
from other wayes and Methods of conveying knowledge intothe minds of 
men;:herp-ove the obligation that all perſons are under,eithe to pratt ie 
this duty, or to ſubmit to 1,28 al'o the Ant quity of ir, nor ovly from the 
day es of Abraham, but long before, together, with the wnlity profit and 
exceliexcy of it, where tis in coftant ule, 

And 


| 
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And becauſe ail the furdamevtal truths of theChriſuian Religion do ntcrſſa- 
rily juppe/s tw great( poſtulata)things to be grarted, viz.That there is a;God, 
and ſuch a Ged , as the Sctiptures jeport hm to be; and' 
that theſe Scriptures are indeed, no other, then the true revealed will and 
word of this God, or elſe. they cannot reaſonably be urged for the proof 
of the ſaid truths, I muſt therefore, firſt prove the reality of this God, 
and the D;vine Authority of theſe Scriptures , before T can 
enter upcn the body of the work ic ſelf, Now having all theſe þro/rgo- 
me/4 to ſpeak to, it will be ſome time, ere I can fall upon the publick 
tx4mmation of ſuch of the youth, as ſhall be preſerted to me ; yer do bereby 
defire | that ſuch as would have their children and ſervants examined, 
would ſend. them 4s ſoon 4s converiently they can, that their #ames may be 
entered, and when I (hall bave a competent number I (hall take care in due 
tiMe to 11ſtrult them before hand, &thereby fir then to vive publick anſwers 

And tecaule the wilting of cepies for the uſe of ſuch examinants, 
will be a work of too much labour and time, I (hall therefore endeavour 
to get the freedom of 'a Preſs co Print the ſubſtance of every Months 
exerciſe, in ewo or three ſheets of paper, to be left at every ſuch houſe, 
as (hall ſgnitie their defire co have them, in the ſame manner a8 the 
weekly bills of Mortality are left ; an allowance being made, of a penny 
for every (heet, and four pence a quarter for them chat ftirch chem up 
and briog them, which will not amount to above ewelve pence a quarte7 
or thereaboutg,to an houſe, and ſo will nor come to above 0ve batf of 
char which ic uſually colts men in the weekly news books, 

As for thoſe Families, or ſervants in them, or any others, that will 
have them, in caſe God (hall perſwade them to take a liking to them, 
and carefully to read them over, conſtantly as they come, they will fill de- 
ſire to ſee the next, and the rext after that, as having every one a core 
1ued ſeries of freſhand new matter in them ; and chen ler me ask any one, 
whether by this means 1c may -n6t be well boped, that kyowledge will be as 
"were, ſio/en into the mindes of many, and made more 4rffuſive then 
by avy other way whatever, For what Family , all L-:d5: over , bur may 
bave them, if they wil! ; yea, and in the Countries allo they may 
have them ſent to chem, as news books now are, and who can tell how far 
God may move the hearts of ſome perſons piouſly affetted, to beſtow theſe 
Diving execrc:tation5. upon their proy reighboure, in the dark corvers of the 
Land,” where /:i1tle or no Preaching is, by which their precious Souls 
may be edified apd comforted > and ſhould ſuch a general wext for them 
as this happen, Cate (hall be taken ro have ſach ſtore of th:m P.inted and 
leſt in ſuch convenient places io and about London,as may moſt accomme- 
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The firſt Catechetical Preaching-Exercife 
on Wedneſday Jan. 1. 166; 


E read in Luk, 10. 42, That oe thing 4 needful, or, a8 it is 
V io che Ociginal (ins 5 bir zpe=) there 18 a neceſſity of one thing, 
there is uvum mum neceſſarium, one necefſary buſineſſe, of all others, 
ro be minded , and by conſequence not OBly neceſlary, but abſolutely | 
neceſlacy. 
V Vaac that one thing is, we (hall ſee in dye 219 and place, namely, 
afcer it is ficſt conſidered, who ic 18 that ſpeaks theſe words, when they 


were ſpoker, where, to whws, upon what occaſion, and to what end, Hh 
. Who then #9 it that ſpeaks theſe words 2 
A. lc is Jeſu Chriſt, the Son of God, and Saviour of mankind, who may {| 


well be belerved in whac he ſays, becauſe he is rrath ic (elf, for ſo he ſaith of 


bimlecl{( Job. 14.6, 59 $i 8 4antra)] am the truth, not only true hut truth, a 
and tbe truth, by way ot excelliency , the ſubſtantial truth, and'ſo truth C 
effentidlly : For abſtratt: ſpeak eſſences, : j ſ 
Q. When did be ſpeak theſe word, > We. 
+, Our learned QUher in his Annals (ays, he ſpake them is the time , 
of the third paſſeover of bis publick Minflry inthe 33th. year of his ave, J 
and ſo, as rear as can be gueſſed , not a full yray before his ſufferings, d 
©. To whom did he ſpeak them ? - te 
A. To Murtha, IL 
2&9. What was this Martha ? 
A. A 200d Woman doubtleſs, C 
Q. How doth that appear ? | 
eA. She was a perſon whom Feſwa leved, Joh, 11.5, | == 
Q. Doth chac always argue or prove a perſon to be good, becauſe Jeſus | 
loved them ? it ſeems not, for we find is Mark 16. 21. There was a | 
perſov, whom Feſ# locked upon and loved, and ſaid almoli the ſame words w 
co him that here bedid co Martha , ove jching thow lackeſt (iv ovi ov'oe,) W, 


one thing ts wanting, or deficient to thee, go ſell all that thou baſ?,and grue 
to the poor : But the ſtory ſayes, be was ſad at that ſaying, and went away © 
greived, for be had great peſſeſrions, VVas this a good man thipk ye? avd {| 
yet *cis ſaid, Jeſus loved him, 
A. When he aoſwered whet Jeſu bad ſaid to bim about keeping the 
commandeinents , that be bad obſerued ther from his youth, Jeſus Chriſt 
c, yi 


OO "PI"IGY 


carried it $59dly towards him, and intimated how much be Pitcied bim, 
chat having done fo much, as he thought, yer ſhould fall ſhore of Heaveo, 
and that dy truſting co what he had doe, though ſo imperfeftly ; (0 thac 
ac the moſt, this was but a love of pity and compaſs:on, which here be 
expreſſed to this wan. But where-ever he lets cur his heare with a love of 
good-will, and complacency, upon 20y, they are tz#ly good ; and thac ic 
was ſuch 4 love, as he loved Martha with, the diligent Reader will find 
_ evidence for, among others, This was one, that ſhe was « beltiver, 
oh. 11, 27. 

Q. Shoe did be ſprak theſe words to Martha? 

A. In her own houſe, 

C. where was that? | 

A.ina certain village, (aich Luke,in this place elſewhere called Buhany, 
the Townof Mary and Martha, Joh. 11. 1. 

| How came Chriſt to vifit this Town, and particularly to lodge 1 the 

houſe of Martha. 

eA. It ſeems thus Martha (whois here named 3s the bouſe-heeper ) 
and Mary,were a pair of worthy filters, that gave hearty welcome to Feſws 
Chriſt, when he came that way (as he often did when he came co Fils 
ſalem, and the Parcs thereabours ) for "ewas but a /itele walk from Je- 
ruſalem to Bethany, not above fifteen furl2»gy, a8 ifrecorded iv John 17, 
13. Not full !wo Exgliiſh miles ; ſtanding about the ſame ditance from + 
Teruſalem, as the neatelt part of Hackney is from Loudon; and is (Cicuate 
South-eaſt from Jeruſalem on the” Mount of O'ives, the top whereof ri- 


. ſeth up berween that and Bethany, as Bunti»g reports in his Itinerariams 


—_ | 
©. Was Chriſt entertained in any other houſe in Bethany, beſides this of + 


Martha's. 

A. Yes, inthe houſe of Simon the leper, who made a great feaſe for 
him , a$ is evident by Math, 26.6, 7. compared with Mark 14, 3, 

. What was this Simon the leper 2 

A. One that Chriſt, rm all likelyhood had cured of his leproſity elſe he 
would not have ſat at meat with bins, it being contrary to the Law, to rat 
with a leper, Lev. 13. 45.a0d 22.4. | 

©.19ho were ſome of the guiſts at this feaſt, 

A, L1zaruy, and Mary, and Martha. 

Q How doth that appear ? 

» By the witneſs of John the Evangeliſt, who, Chap, 12.1, 2, 3. 
ſaith, that Laz.ar#s was Me that ſat at the T ablejwith Teſs, while Mare 
tha ſerved , and Mary anojnied the oy of Feſna with Ointment of Spikenard 
| 5 very 


ery coſtly, baviog firſt wiped them with che Hair of her kead. 

Q.VVhy do you affirm that this altion of Mary was done in the hiuſe 
of Simon the leper, (ince in this plzce of Job, 12, 1, 2, 3.,00 mention 1s 
at all made of Simon the leper > VVhy may it not rather be undetſtood 
to bein Martha's own houſe, eſpecially fince it is ſaid that CAMartha 
ſervid, which 'cis likely (he would vet have beep permicced to doin Sims 
buule, if (he were there a8 4 guef, | 

A . Two other Evangeliſts, pamely Matthew and e Mark teporr 
it to hive been done in the houſe of Sim: the Leper ex- 
preſsly; and the circumſtances of the tmne, and occaſion of Chrilt's 
coming up from the pafſover , and'coming to Bethany fx dayes before 
ic began, 1n order to his ſ»ffergs,as C briſt himſelf tells us, whillt he gives 
the reaſon of Marys anoiming him, do farther clear it, atthe attentive 
Reader will find, Math, 26.6, 14, with Mark , 14. 3, 10. And 
Joh. 12. 9. 

©. How often doth the Scrigture make mention of Chriſt's coming to 
Bethany,ard parttcularly tothe henſe of CE Martha? 

- A. B:(ides what hath been already proved of his being twice at Betha- 
»y. viz, In the houſe of CMartha and Sims the Leper, there are two 
ot her times eamed before his ſufferings , and once after he was tiſen agiio, 

O. How doth that apprar ? | | 

A.ir Math. 21. 17, 18,19. Ttisſaid he came into Buthany and lodg- 
ed there (bation what houſe is not named ) and inthe morning when he 
returned from thence,being bu»gry, he carſed the barren fig-treeand cauſed 
it preſently co wither away. 

Q. Where elſe ? ; 

eA. Inche 81th of Job, throughout the Chapter, we have the Rory 
of hiscommg to Bethany, and to this Martha's houſe, upon occaſion of bis 
rayſing her Brother Lazarus from the dead, which our Learned Uſher 
makes to be at the /atrer end of his thirty third, or rather about the begin- 
ing of his thirty fourth year, toward the time of the ſouth paſſeover 
of bie publick Miniſtry, wherein he (offered. 

©. How aoth it appear that be was at Bethany after bis riſur- 
rethionp F 

A, There is a plaintext forvt, inLuke 24. 50. Where 'r& ſaid, that 
the very laſt day be was upon the Earth be led bus Apoſtles as far as Be- 
thany, where while he was bleſsing them ," he was parted ſromth en and 
carried up into Heaven, As when he fir came into the World, it was 
at Bethleh:m, well ſignifying the beuſe of bread, becauſe when he was 
born there, che true bread that gives everlaſting. life to all that rar of it, 
; | for 


(icr that very end )) came dcwn from heaven ; fo when he /aſ# went off 


' 25 to his humare Nature, be Cid rot iEhively go wp, but was b rn 


of the world, ic was at Be:<azy,ſtgnifying the houſe of ſorr:w, becauſe {f 
che lcile of his bleſſed preſence when he was takes frons thence and carried ff 
22110 into Heaven, | 

O. How, 6: by whem was he conveyed up into Heaven ? 

A. Whether by the power of bis cwn Gedhead , or by the Miniſtry 
cArgels, 15 not menticued. But carried up he was, as the orioinal (aVe94es 
1s r1ghtly trarſleted in a palliive ſenie, Mark ſays Chap. 16, 1 
(dv:ArpMM) he was received up into Heaven, Luke ſays AR, 1, 
(imhghn), he was taker up, all three wordes are pallive, to intimate th 


2nd conveyed into Heaven, Bur whether this were done by the Ho 
Angells, or not ; to be ſure, Angels were preſert at the aftion, as 
evident iv AA. 1. 10, How cbſcure ſoever he ſeemed to be, ye 
he alwayes had amore Neble guard about him, and more high atte 
darts, even while in this werld (though not alwayes viſible) then th 
greateſt Monarch on the Exrth, Athis conception, we read of the «A 
gel Gatritl, whichar leaſt was one of the cheif of Angels, giving Ma 
his Mother the aſſurance of it, ina large'and plain diſcourſe with he 
about it ,Luk. 1. 26, 39. At his birth we bave av Apgel, bringing th 
firſt tidings of it, apd {uddenly after with the Angells a multitude of t 
Heavenly hoſt prayſing God and ſaying, glory to God in the higheſt, and o 
Earth peace,good will towards mer, Luk.2, 9.16.V Vhen Joſeph doubte 
whether he ſhould take Marty to wife, and afterward when be wers wit 
her, and the ycung Child Jeſus into Egypr and alſo when he returned bac 
204in,upon the death of Herod,that ſcughr his life, wn Argel ſtill appears as 
direfts therein everything that was done Math, 1, 20, 24, and 2, 13 
19, 20, VVhen he was tempted by the Devil, no leſs then fourty daye 
rocether, In the VVilderneſs, T whom be va»quiſhed and put to fiigh 
the Argells preſently came and Miniſired unto him Math, 4. 1. 8 
VVhen te Reſt ſrom the acad, ! couple of Argeis 1” ſhiring carmen 
appeared to the women that b:ovght Spices and Ontmer rs, waich the 
had prepared, ard ſaid rorhem, 77 by fees ye the living amorg the dead. 
he is not here , but he is riſes, And now when he aſcended and wi 
riſen not only out of the!Grave, bur high up z:to Heaven,he is atrend 
with Angels tzo, How great a perſ-n then mult he needs Þe who 

thus attendedall along, and wiinefled to by Angels:nd as he v as witneſſe 
to by Angels frem Heaven, ſo by thule on Earth tco, that we 
next to Argells, the Foly gApſiler, ? This, and no cher, eve 
he - that is far above all Argells Principalittes aud Powers, and tl 
very Hyaven of Heavens in which Arge!'s live , is he, that ſo ofte 
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ited Bethavy, and -now took his leave of it, till his laſt viſit of all, 
hich be will opce more make to it , when he comes to fetch away 
bodies of his beloved Lazarms, CMHarthe, and eMary, and the, teit 
his bat yed Saints. | 

. VVas it not bercer that Chriſt ſhould leave Bethany, and Martha, 
4 allebis world behind, and go up to Heaven co his glory there, ra- 
c then fiay longer here on Earth , even amonglt the beſt of friends? 
A, Yes much better, both upon biz own account, and ours tos, 
'©. VVhy upon his own account ? 
A, bicauſe having finiſhed that partof bir CMediatcrſhip wich did 
long tobim , in his eſtate of hunuil[ation hece below on earth, he i5 vow 
ne to alt that part of it, which is ſuited to bus eftate of glorification 
ove in the bigheſe Heavens, | 
9. What 15 the advantage which he gains by this, as co his own 
rſor? 
A. He attains byit , a new ghlry, over and abrve what be bad 
pſedered 4s God only , even a glory and dignity proper to bim as Me- 
rour, 
O. VVhar ischac glory, and how is itexpreſled in Sccipture 2? 
| A, It ts ſaid to be, a being crown'd with glory and bonour upon thei ac- 
11 of his ſufferings, Heb. 2. 9g. And having many Crowns upon bis head, 
yen as many as there are ſouls ſaved by him, every one of which, by 
willing ſubjeftion to him, and choice of him, makes kim a King, and 
| "ewere gives him a new kingdom, 
Q. How cao he be ſuppoſed: co receive aÞy new glory, whoſe olo- 
| detore was infinite, and ſocould admit of bo acceſſion, or addition 


5 ic ? | 
A, In reſpe&t of the humane Nature, which nw be carryed up into Hea- 
n» with him, and which be never bad there before in altual preſence, 
y truly ſaid to receive a new glery, though not in reſpett of bis 
Fodbead, 
©. Is ic this glory then that is meanc, when ic is ſaid, that he is 
he wage of the inviſible God, Colofl, 1. 15, And that all the fulneſs 
the Godhead dwe's in bum bodily, Colcl, 2. 9, That be is the bright - 
eſs (4 mwzarue, the molt fulzent ſpendor ) of bis Fathers glory, and the 
preſs image (73429%74P, ) be d eepand indelible character of his 
on ? 
A. Ter, the very ſame ; the humane nature being ſo ſublimated and 
wiſed, by conjuntticut with the divine, that, though no where {cl[c, yer 
tre 1n the perſos of this our Mediator, 11 made capable even of this glory, 
F 2. How 
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©. How, and why, 18 it better,on our account, that he went up to Heal | 

ven, and what are our advaptages by it? # 
eA. Our advanteges thertby, are very many, and very great, 

©. Which are ſome of them ? 

A. Oreis, thatby vertneof bis aſcention , the hely © ſparit w 
given, which was the great promiſe of the Facher char b 
bren looked for mauy ages before, and .conldnot be recevved till he fir 
aſcended 1n our nature, as is evident by AR, 1.4, 8. And according] 

| upon his aſcention did come down iv the fiery clover: tongues, memione 

| iD AR, 2, 3. Anotber advantage is, anda great one tooy that our nt 
cure in the perſon of Chrilt, bath raken peſſeſr20n of heaven, and as I ma 
ſo ſay bath livery and ſeiſon given ic,for all cha are concern'd therein, whi 
18 the ground of thoſe expreſſions which Chriſt himſelf uſed to his diſciples 
io Joh, 14. 2, 3. That in bz fathers bonſe are many Manſions, and that 
we Bt to prepare 4 place for them ; and which we meet wich in Heb, 6. 20 
whither ( ſpeakiog of Heaven )the forerunner even Feſus is for 1 entere 

DB. What is meant by that word the forerunner ? | 

A. The Grech word( @&9 #19©)) tranſlated forernnner, ſignifies properly 

| rannng Meſſerger or Harbinger, (uch as are wont co make ready gre 
! houſes for the entertainment of Kings in ther progreſs ;but behold bere, 
King himſelf becomes an Harbinger to bis own ſubjeRs, and the greareb 
King too that ever was, or ſhall be, in compariſon of whom and te 
whom, a$ Theodoſia the Rowan Emperqur truely ſaid, himſelf, and alc 
Monarchs inthe world, are vaſſals. : 

Q. Is there no other advantage accrues. to us by Chritt's going 
into the Heavens ? 2 

6A. Yes, I will name ene more, as griat a1 any elſe , that hath been 
C4n be named, \ | 

2, VVhat isthut ? - 

A. That having done that part «j bis work, which he was to perforr 
at the Brazen Alter, by offering up bis blood in way of ſatiefattion to drum 
Juſtice ; be ts now gore to officiate at the Golden Altar before the Mer 

( Seat, therg to offer up bis incenſe by way of terceſſion for us. | 
| 9. VVhat do you mean by bis incen'e ſo off:red up 2 

eA. I mean |the preſenting of bis Merits, and by the prevalens 
thereof, a» effeftual application of the vertue and power of all that he b 
done and ſuffered for bis redeemed ones, Theſe are ſome of the advantage 
and we (ce great ones too, Which we have by Chrilt his «ſcent:o into th 
Heavens, 2nd withdrawivg his preſence from us ; they that would knoj 
more of this may fucniſh chemſelyes with many preciows (74ths about 5 
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Juthors ext ituled Chriſt and the Covergnt, : 

©.T Ch:iit his wichde awing rom Bethany, and 1zaving his dilci- 
es,that he mivtit 202 into Heaven was for ſuch g'ortous cods as thele, and 
d much both for ts own, and our advantage, why ſhould it bes matter 
f ſorrow to any er + | 
A. Thingh it muſt be gravtea that his going to Heaven was wideed fa 
tatly advantagi: 14,49 tht if be had not poxe,voth as he 414, whenhe did, 
e conldnever have had any bope to come there, yet how could it be itherw ſe;but 
bat thoſe who had converſed with Chriſt in his perſon, heard his Dttrine, ſeen 
1s miracles, beholdirg, and wjojing ſo much ineffable ſweerreſs and glo- 
y in chemall, mult needs be ſrrowful at parting? And chat his dl:ciples 
nd Apoſtles were ſo, even upon his.very firſt intimating ſuch a thing an» 
oO them, is evident in Job, 14. 1. | 

Did this ſorrow continue long ? 

> AM, No, for when they recolleftedthemſelves, and conſidered all things 
rel, what be had formerly ſaid to thew concerning but death , reſurreflion, 
d departwre for a while from they, and what good wild every 
come by it, they worſhipped hi, at thur laſt parting, and retarned to 
eruſalem with great joy, Luk. 24, 52, Where they waited for the 
Fuſion of the ſpiric, as he commanded them, AQ, 1. 4. And accot» 
wipe to his promiſe there (v. 5.) they did receive it, AR, 2. 1,2, 3. 
*'Q. Aiter this divertiſement upon Ch:itt's going up into heaven from 
Bethany, where he was Wont to be ſo lovingly entertained, by Martha 
others there,Can you name any other place or places,perſon or perſons , 
where and from whom he received the like ? 

A, Yes mary mare, 

©, Whar inſtances can you give ? 

A. There are many recorded throughout all the Gol pells, [ will name ſome 
f thems. Ac Ceraa of Gallilce, where himſelf and his morher, and his 
Diſciples were ar « Marriage feaſt, he was entertained as a privcipal 

eſt, and made ir appear-before the fealt was done, Joh, 2,1, 12, 
hat he deſerved to be ſo accounted, for when they wanted V Vine, he 
urned /3x water pots, Containing two oy three firkings apeice, into ſuch ex- 
fſerr VVine thernever mortals drabk the like before, # moſt Noble, 
pereroxs and rich W ne, not tobe matched by the bet Vine that ever 
pare Grape, lf char patlage concerning that VVine, which the Vine 
feclds, ( Jude. 9, 13.) be cruc, nanely, that it Chears the beart of 
Jed ard man, \uie it was much nv re tive] here, Concerning this W.ne 


hav brewd o:1 of water by a miracle, If Cixilt could shus bleſs the 
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wedding where he was but 254 gueſt , what can he nor do 
is a Bridegroons for the Soul that becomes his Bride? : 

O. Whar may we leain from this miracle of Cit in turning Was 
cer into (wine | Rm 

A. From this miraclt, and from one thing ware, namely, from bis giving 
briad tor, even the bread that comes down from Heaven ( of which bregd 
and wine , wholoever ears and drinks (hall live for ever ) the poor 
Saints that bave little more than bread and water to live np9n , may 
take much comfort , and make as good meals, aud much better too, then 
thoſe thai [it at Princes tables, 

Q. Wacce elſe was Chritt thus feafted ? | 

A. In the bouſe of c Matthew the Publices, Muth, 9. 10. Otherwiſe 
called Lev;, Luk, 5, 29. who is there ſaid to make him a great 
fealt, ar which fealt « great company of Publicans (whoare called ſinner? 
in Scripture language , that is, as one ſhould ſay,. the chief of ſinners) 
ſat at meat with bim, 

O. Why did Levi cffer to invite ſuch gueſts to bare Chriff compa- 
ny ? was 1t not an affront to him? and wby did Chrift vouchſafe to 
i ng them ? were they fir companions for ſo holy a perſon 
as he ? 

A. This Levi (though a Publican) having found and felt the power of 
converting grace from (briſt upon bis own heart , was willing, if Chrift 
pleaſed , that others of his friends and aſſociates ſhould feel the like; and - 
Chriſt to ſhew that he came to ſave ſuch,refuſed not to converſe with them, 

©. What may we learn from hence ? > 

A. we may learn two things, F iſt, that "tis the »ature of tru converty, 
to deſire that others may be converted likewiſe , and in order thereunto 
a much as they can to bring them wnder the eff itnal meaves there- 


of, 

O. What elſe ? 

A. That the e4 why (hbriſt came into the World, and the buſineſs be bath ” 
to dow it, is :- call ſrmners. to repentance, {o himſelf ſays here, in 
_ to the Pnatiſees chat were offended at his cating meat with 
uch, 

O. What fieners doth Chriſt mean, which he ſaich he came to call 
to repeptance ? 

«A. Not ſuch as thirk ſo well of themſelver , and their own righteouſ- 
neſr,as to bave no need of @ Savicnr : But (uch as are burdentd with their ows 
guilt, avd fick of their fins, and the deep (enſe thereof, 

©. How doth that appear ? 
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where be 


A. By 
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A. By thoſe words, the whole need not' 4 Phyſitian,, but they that are 
fick. Not that any are whole, but ſome thirk they are ſo, and ſo defire mt 
the Phyſitian, that is, Chriſt, ; : 

Q. Who may we underfiand by thoſe whom Crit calls righteous 
perions ? 

A. Four ſorts of men, Firſt, the Jews, who pen 1gnorant of God's 
righteouſneſs, ( numely tne imputed rigateouineſs of Jeius Coriſt ) and 
golpg about co eſtabliſh their owa righteouſneis,(that 18, the righteouſe 
neſs which is by the Law) ſubanic noc themſelves to the righteouſneſs of 
God, Rom, 10. 3. 

. Which ace the other three ſorts, | 

A. (1.) The Pap:ts,who truſt to their own merits,a8 4 jult cauſe of their 
ſalvation, (2,) The Quakerr,who expeR the like from that which chey call 
the light within them,(3.)All thoſe that hope to be ſaved by their good mean- 
ings,g00d deeds and awtres ; little thinkipg in the mean while, that they 
are no becter then unregenerate perſons, and ſo under the ſentence of 
death and condemnation, potwithſtanding the good thoughts they have 
of themſelves and theic own condition, and the boaſtiongs they make of 
cheir own good wo: ks, a8 Chiilt himſelf aflures us, iv Muh, 7, 22, 
23, 

I. Can you name apy others chat oavetne like welcome co Chrilt, 
that this Matthew the Paublicar here did ? 

A. Yes, another Publicar, as great a ſinner as be, if not greater, called 
the cheif of Publica 5, (dpyrrexoms) the Arch Publicar, (aid tobe rich, 

. VVho was that 

As. Zachews, whoſe ſtory we have in Lnk, 19, 10. In which many things 
are tery remarkable, As (1,) The detire Which Zachers had to lee 
Chriſt, of whom he had heard a great fame. (2. The meanes he «ſeth 
in puriuance of his defice;ti:(i,he tries to get through the preaſs, which nor 
bei g able to do,becauſe lictle of (tature,':e runs before,and climbs up into 
a Sycomore Tree, (3,) Wahillt he 1n cutlofity, was eager fogeta .tighe 
of Jelus, behold the eye of Jeſus gave ſuch a lock upon bim, that it raviſhed 
his hearc, To which (4.) Jeſus added a gracious . word alſo, and 
calling him Þy his name, bid him make haſt, ad come down, telling hin that 
be would abide that day at hu houſe, Heteupon (5.) Zachews makes haſt 
and comes down, and teceives him joyfully , chat 1s, entertains him 
8s 2 mo{t welcome guelt at his houſe. And then (6.) To cteſtifie the 
mighty change that Jeſus by one lock of grace had made upon his heart, 
he ſreely cfers to give half bis goods tothe poor, and out of the other half, 
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| if he bad wrovged any, to reſtore to them four-fold, What words were here 

: from the mouth of a Pablicas ! 

O. Waut may we learn trom hence ? 

p A, Many thingr, Firſt that "tis good tobe in Chriſt's way, tobe where 
heis, yes, where he doth but even paſs by, How many doe we read of 1n 
the Goſpel, that received much benefit from Cari in bis very pal= 

| ſage?Kings, when they ride in progreſs,are wonr to calt amovy their ſubjeAs 

| their (Dora Regia ) Kingly gifts, But who ever gave ſuch gitts 4$ 
Chriſt did, where ere he went ? Not only bodily cures , bur cures 

| apon ſouls too, New Hearts, new Natures, avd with theſe Heaven it ſe), 

ard eternal Life: Theie, and iuch like, were his gifts, A ſecond. thing 

| we may learn from this (tory, is, chat a look towards Chriſt, though in cu- 
ricfity, may poſlibly end in tuch a Jook from bim, as may for ever after 

| Carry the: heart after him, Ic is no hard thing tc find out divers inſtances 
| of ſuch as by looking in at the Church door , to ſee and hear the me(ſ= 
ſerger of Chriſt there, though perhaps but by accident, have gone 
away members of Chrilt , when immediately before they Were limbs 

of Satan. , 

QO. Whatelſe may we learn from hence ? 
A. Tmoethings more. Firſt, that the greateſe ſinners, ſuch an one as 

Zachews was, the cheif of Publicarr, are preſently ſubdued to ſoveraign 

( grace, when or:.061t comes in with power upon the heart; 

Secondly, that a true convert 15 ſ» overjoyed at the btſſed change he finds, 
that he knows not how ſuſſiciently to expreſs it, How heartily did Zachens 
here entertain Chriltt ? how welcome did he make him? yea, and what 
will he not do now, that Chrilt will have him do, to teltifie the 
oratitude he owed him, for that great ſalvation he had brought unto 
him ? 

O. Are there yet any more inſtances to be given, beſides choſe 
already ramed,, of Chriſt his feaſtivalentercaivments elſewhere ? 

A, Yeg, diverſe, but {le at this time mention but three or four 
Wo7E, 

* ©. Wiichare thoſe? 
A. T hat of Ptter, and three of the Phariſees, 
. Woat 1s that of Petey ? 
| A. When Chriſt, as bis manner was, came into the houſe of this Pater 
(for he frequently viſiced the houſes of bis Apoliles ) one time, be finds Pe= 


er done, but (asthe ſtory tells us Math. 8, 14, 15.) She aroſe and 
Miniſtred unto him, that is, ſhe made an emtertaioment for him, and for 
C 2 ' the 


ters Wives Mother ſich of a feaver, and 'heals her, which he had no ſoon» . 
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the reſt of the company with him ; ſhe provided them a feaſt, whether 
this was dove at Peter's own houſe, or at the houſe of his wives M-:ther, 
is not certain ; for we find, that Peters own dwelling was at Berhſaida, 
where Avdrew alſo dwelt, for which realon Bethſaida was called the 
City of Andrew and Peter (Joh, 1. 44. ) VVhere 'tis farther ſaid, thac 
Philip alſo, another of the Apoſtles, dwelt, Bur it is molt prob:ble, ic 
was in the houſe cf Peters wives mother , Which was in Capernaum, as is 
*- evident io the fiſth verſe of chis 8th. Chapter of Matthew, and mizit be 
called the houſe of Peter, either becauſe it was his by propriety, or 
becauſe he came as freely thither as if it had been his own houte, upon 
occaſion of his near relations in it, | 

O. Had Peter, or Andrew, or any of the reli, when opce called to 
be Apoſtles, avy houſes, or any other wotldly proprieties of their 
own? 

A. Yes. 

. How could that be, (irce *c1: plainly (aid, iv Math. q.. 12, 19, 20; 

Thac when Jeſus ſaw thoſe other two men, Andrew 4d Peter, calling a 
net into the Sea of Galilee (beipg fiſhers by trade) and commanded them 
co follow bim, and he would make them fiſhers of men (that is conver- 
rers of ſinners) it is (aid, they ſiraighr-way left ther nets and, followed bim t 
and do we not find the like at the very ſame time, of rwo other Brethrey, 
Famer ard Jobs, the ſonzof Zebedee, that while thiy were in the (hip with 
their Father, mending their ets, being called alſoby Feſms, they immediatt- 
ly left the Sbip ayd their Father and followed him ? verſe 21, 22. 
which very fiory, do we not find EMark the Evangelift, confirming to 
ns, in the very ſame words ? Matk, 1. 16,20, And did not COMatthew, 
allo the Publican otherwiſe called Levi (as appears by comparing 
Math. 9. 9. with Luk. 5. 27, 28.)when Jeſus called him from the rIceipe 
of cuſtome, leave all avd follow him ? nay, and is it not recorded in two of 
the Evangeliſis, viz, Mark. 8. 28. and Luk. 18, 28, That Peter 
himſelf profeſſed as much t6 Chrilt on behalf of bimſelf, and the reft 
, of his cumpany, that they had left all avd followed bis ? How then 
can all this coofiſt with their ipjoying any thivg of this world, after they 
were called of Chriſt and fottowed him, by way of propriety ? 
+ A. I[t is conceived by boely and learned men, that the muaning of 
thiſe expreſſiors did only reach thus ſar, that they left thii » particular 
callings, ard worldly imployments, axd betock themſelves wholly to attend 
upon Chritt end bis DoRtrine where-ever he went; not, that they let 
their bonſes ad d wellivg places, or whutever elſe was lawfully theig on, 
or 


(13) 
er ſorſook che propriety thereof, Wichour che liberty of recurniog co them || 
when-ever they pleaied , and raking the uſe of them as oc cafion 
erved, | 
Q. But Go not the words of Chriiltt himſelf, in anſwer to Peter, | 
when he laid, ihat they had left all, and followed him, 1mport as 
much ? | 

A, Nnthey ao vt, 

©. Do you contider the words well? 

A. Yes, [ have well conſidered them, 

D. Pray what are they ? | 

A. The words are the(t, as they are recorded by the Evangeliſt, Mark 
10. 29, 30. And Jus ſaid, verily, I ſay unto you, there 14 19 man, 
that bath hath left H»u(e, or Brethren, or Siſters, cr Father, or Mother, 
er Witt, or children, or lands, for my ſake and the Goſpells, but he ſhall re- | 
ceive an hur:dred fold vow in this time, Houſts, and Brethren, and Sifters, 
and Mother ', and Children, and Lands with perſecutions, aud m the 
World to come eternallife, 

O. Ds cot tc ie words plainly intimate , that Peter and Andrew, and 
the rwo ſons of Zebedre, with the reſt of the Apoliles and Diſci=- 
ples, tnat followed Cariſt, left all , not only as to uſe , bur propriety 
alie ? 

A. That they left the conſtant uſe of them, and alſo were weaned in their 
affections from them , ad that Chriſt tork this wery kindly from them, 
and therefore encouraged them,with the promiſe of great rewards, ad that 
wrt only bercafter, but even in this world aiſo, by way of ſubſtitution 
at leaſt, ir moſt evident, But that the Apoſtles, even after they were cal= 
lid ts be Apoſiles, and are ſaid to have le't all, and follow Chriſt, did not» 
withſtanding , as occaſion ſerved,make uſe of tho E very houſes which in 
the ſenſe aforeſaid, they did leave, and allo of their temporal eſtates too, 
iseliewhere as evident. For did not Levs, evenafter ir was ſaid, that 
be left all and followed him, Luk. 5. 28. make him a feaſt, and a greac 
feaſt, and that in expre's rermes, in bis own houſe, verſe 29, And 
hoy could he have been at the charge of a great feaſt, for Chriit and 
that great compary of Publicars, that ſat down with bim, if he had lefc 
himſelf alcogether perny-lefle, and without any temporal eſtate ? though 
he left the receipt of cultome preſently, even as ſoon as he was called, yer. 
It cavnot be imagined, that he forſook all that he had gotten before, 
n0 more then Zachbews did, who after his liberal gifr to the poor | 
and refticution made too, and that fourfould, bad (till ſomething __ ; 
Im. 
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himſelf, elſe ho:v could he have made Ch:ilt a feaſt allo, and have en- 
| rercained him in his own houſe 45 a gueſt, as the text ſaith he 41d, Luk, 
19, 7, Oac Scripture therefore mult be {> underſtood, as rot 'r2 contra- 
dift andther,and indeed there is no concradiction in them, to a conſiderate 
Reader , that doth but carefully obſerve the true ſcope of each place, with 
'allthe due circumſtances thereof ; nor is there any ſuch Ja knels, or 
perplexity in the Scripture, ſo as to need any other interpreter but 
It telf, whatever the Church of Rome , or its adherents (ty to the con- 
trary. 

DB. Waere are the o:her intances you ſpake of concerning tie Pha» 
riſces ? 

A, One isin Luk. 7. 36. Where weread, that one of the Phariſees de- 
fired Chriſt to eat with him, and 'tis ſaid, he went into the Phariſtes houſe 
and ſate down tomeat. : 

©. VVhat was the name of this Phariſce ? 

A. Inthe fortutth verſe, Jeſws calls bins Simon, 

2. Mighc not this be che lame with S122 the leper ? 

A. No. 

O. VVhy not ? doth ic not ſeem probable, if not more then proba. 
'ble ? for we find chat at the fealt of Sim” the leper, a woman comes 
with a box of Oyntmenc, very coltly and anoynts che feet of Jeſus, and 
wipes them with her hair, Mach. 26. 6, 7.Murk 14. 3. compared with Joh, 
Iz. 3. Anddowenor find the like here too, namely, a woman anoynt- 
Ivg the feer of Jeſus, and wiping them wich che haires of her h:ad 
verſe 38. 

A, Let the matter be well conſidered, andthe difference will be much, 
and in divers particulars, As firlt, in reſpeRt of time ; th: feaſt at Simor 
the lepers houſe, was bur two dayes Gefore the fowrth paſſeover of Chriſt's 
Mimſtryzin which he (uffered,as the two places where tis mentioned, well: 
weiczhed, do prove. Math, 26. 2, 6, 7. Mark 14. 1, 3. But this feaſt 
bere mentioned of Simon the Phariſee, by the contexture of the Rory, as 
D:@or Uſher ip his Anvalsnotes , was above two years before, namely, 
towards the beginning of the ſecond year of his publick Miniſtry. That 
18 one difference, and a conſiderable one too. 

©. Bur how (hall we reconcile chac difference 1n this ſtory, which 
we find by comparing the ſeveral Evangeliits, for Matthew and Mark 
make the feali of S107 the leper to be but two dayer before the paile- 
over, Math, 26. 2,7. Mark. 14. 1, 4, But fob» ſrems ro make 
it x dajes before the ſaid Paſleover, Job, 12. 1, 4. | 

' eA+ Intheplace quited in Fob, 12, 'Tis Jaid indeed (v.i,) That Je- 
"_ oe 


ſms [x dayes before the Paſſerver, came to Bethavy, And Mark, as well 
as Joby inthe pi«ces before quoted, do ſay that this feaſt was in Betha- 
ny, and but tw? dayes befere the fraſt of Paſſeever. Yet nothing hinders 
buc that beth may be t:ue: For might not Jeſma ſtay in Bethany four dayes be= 
fore the feaſt was made? There is nothing 1n the report which J-bhn makesgbut 
may very well confilt with-chis corſtruttion,and fo render him no way. dif- 
agreeing With Matthew and Mark,for thovgh he ſaith he came to Betha»yſix } 
dayes before the Puileover, yer he doth not lay, the feaſt of Simon the 
lepar was upon the lame day he came thither, that might very well be, 
and it ſeems gwas four dayes after, 

O. What other difference 1s there between theſe two ſtcries? 

A. Theres agreat differc:.ce in the woman mentioned both 4s the one 
ard intheother, 

9. V Vherein doth the difference [ye ? 

A. In three very confiderable things (1.) In the perſons of two women, 
(For | take it for granted, ard doubt rot but to make it evident, that they 
weretwo diſtinft perſons) (2.) ther aflions, (3, ) In the ſpeech of Chriſt 
_=_ what they both 41d, ard the conſtrultion ke made differently upon them 
both, 

©. VVhat difference was there in the perſons? 

A, The wornan that comes to the feaſt of Simon the Phariſee is (aid to be 
(a fmnts) a finner , that 1s, an Harlet, or lewd perion, a notorious bad 
liver, for as the Pwblicans, or receivers of Cuſtotns, b:cauſe reckoned 
the worſt of men, were called ſinners, ſinners of a deeper dye then 
others ; ſo, Hatlots or ſuch as lived in whoredom, and adult=ry, becauſe che 
worlt of women,were called ſinners. Thus they that tock a woman mm the 
very alt'of adulier y,avd brought ber to Jeſwus to becondemred ad (toned, (for 
ſuch according tothe Law of Moſes were to be (ioped, Deuter, 22,21, 
22,) Jeſusbad him that was without (in, that4&that was free from 
char fin the woman was accuſed for , viz; Wheredome, or adultery, ſhould 
caſt the firſt ſtore at her,but thetrconſcience telling them that waich Chriſt 
knew , as well as themſelves, who knew their hearts, that they were all 
alike guilty , went out and left her alone, Bur ſuch an cne the woman 
that came into the fealt of Sim9n the leper, (Matk 14. 3.) was nor, 
Mary, the Siſter of AMartka, which was the woman there, Joh. 12, 
3.wa$ never charged with this ſin ,nor any other that we read of, Among 
all the five Caries menticned in the Goſpel (and all good) we read 
but of one of then that was accounted a (inner, and that was eAar 
Magdaler, out of whom went ſeven devils, 2s is evident, by com= 
paring Math, 27, 56. with Joh, 11. 1, and 19, 25. with Luk. 8. 23 
QO, V Vhat was the difference in their aRions ? 
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A, All the buſineſs of the woman at the feaſt of Simon the Phariſee 
45 abont the feet of Jeſws, for the ſtory ſays, (he ſtrod at bu feet behind hin, 
and ſhe ſtood there weeping , and weeping 1» ſuch an abundance too, that ſhe 
waſb id his feet with her tears, But none of all this 1s ſaid of che woman, at 
the fealt of Simon the leper : *cis true indeed, they both brought ointmene 
and anointed him, bur tae womwan at Simon the Phariſce's anoints his feer 
only ; bur the woman at Simon the lepers, anoints bath his feet and his 
bead tov, Yet once more, the woman at Simon the Paaciſees feat, not 
obly watheth the feet of Jeſus, 204 rhar wich her cears, but kiſlech chem 
£00, (Luk, 7. 45.) 20d then wipes caem with her haires ; but che wo- 
man at Simon tae lepers fealt, is faid only to wipe the feet of Jeſus , there 
15 Bo mention of her kiſſing them. 

O., VVaat was the difference in the ſpeeches of Chriſt upon them 

both ? | 

A. (triſt ſpeaks of the womass that came tobim, at Simon, the Pha- 
riſer, 4s a great penitent, and one that either by bis own Ainiſtry,or that of 
John the Baptiſe, was of a very broken heart, and under a deep ſerſeof ſin , 
eſpecially, when ſhe found the ſweetneſs of pardonibg mercy;for ſo he in« 
rimates by chat paſſage in Luk.7, 47. Her fnigwbich are many,are forgiven, 
Bur his diſcourſe concernibg the woman chat brake the box of ointment very 
precious, upon his head, at the fraſt of Simon the leper, is quite another 
chivg , vamely be ſzys (he did ir for his burial, for 'cwas bur a lictle be- 
fore his ſufferings , and that what the did (ſhould be told for 4 wemorial 
wherever the Goſpel ſhould be preached all the Worldover, Math, 26, 12, 
14. Mark 14. 8,9. Ardif kindneſſes drxe for Chriſt, ſhall never be 
forgotten in this world , ſure enough we may conclude upn it , they ſhall ue- 
ver be forgotten in Hiaves, 

©. Is there yer any other difference remarkable ? 

A, Ys, a great onein yeſerence to the perſons of Simen the Phariſce ard 
Simon the leger, For if the diligent Reader of Luke 7th takes due nccice, 
he will, find ſeveral arguments that make it very doubtful, whether Si- 
wor the Pnariſee were a good man, while be underſtood not C*rift 
aright,as Simon the leper.did, Indeed this Pnatiſee ſeems to be cnc that 
had a reverence for Chriſt's perſou av.4 Doftrine , and fo carties it (with a 
fair reſpett rowards him, bur when be ſaw him converſe with this woman 
there called a ſinner (ic being contrary to the law ro have any 
thipg to do with polluted ones, Numb.1g. 22.)he doubted whether be were 

Prophet or no,and much more whether he were the Son of (od, Luk, 7, 

39. And thereupon, Jeſus,to let him know that he undertood the very 

thought of b's heart, while be vas chus ruminnting Within himſelf, peaks 

on 


'on behalf of this penicent ſinner, in che manner, 43 is related f:cm verſe 
40,t0 48, There are two (tories more of C::ilt his eating wich wo otace 
Phariſees , beſides this S1mm, the Phariſee. 

9. Which are thoſe, avd where are they recorded ? 

A, One isio Luk, 11, 37. Where we 1-24 11:5: a certain Phariſee 
beſought him to dine with him, and hs vent 12, ad fat down to 
meal. 

©. About what time was thus ? | 

A, By our learned T/her's Annals, itſeemes to be above a year afrer 
his eptertainment at S992 the Phariſces houſe, here *twas that he had the 
diſcourſe abour miking clean the ourfide of the cup and platter," 
but not minding the ipfide ; by which parable he diicovered the bypocriſie 
of ſuch, as are Saints withut, but Devills within, 

©. Where elſe 1s it recorded that he eat meat with any other Phariſce, be- 
/1des theſe two ? 

A. In Luk, 14. 1, Sometime after we read there that he went into the 
houſe of the cheif of the Phariſees (whether inviced or uninviced, is 
pot mentioned ) 70 eat bread on the Sabtathdeoy; And as te ſat at table 
with a man that had the drophie, he falls into ui courle with the Lawyers, 
2nd the reſt chat Were then preſent, about healing on the Sabbath day; which 
he jultifies and 1llu(trates his dodtrine by a fimilicude of helping an Ox 
O7 20 eAſs fallen 119 4 pit, 

Q. Toallthe infiances we have mer with of Chriſt's eatipg io any place, 
{111 we find, as he ſat ac cable among the gueſts, or with theie that made 
the entertainment , he fell into ſome heavenly diſccurſe, tending 3mnuch 
tothe in{irufion and edification of the heaters : whac may we lea;n from 
hence ? 

A. We may learn from thence, that 'tis our duty, according to the exame 
ple of Chriſt (whom we are biugyd to follow tn all. things wheres be 15 imitable) 
to doe the libe;bur a1as | bowlittle is this praRtited 1h our dayes and by great 
profetlors roo? | 

9. [c1e, I perceive very evident, throughout the hiſtory of the new 
Teltainenr, that Co:4lt lived much uron the courtelis of others, and was 
received inn hoſpital marrer, wheieere he came, not only in the houſe: 
of Martha ac Bethasy , butin all cther places that he travelled through, 
and came urto ; but in the mean ivhile had he no remperal eſtate of his own, 
either rea! 0; perſonal, no Houſes, Lands, Poſſeſſions, Grods, ard Chattcls, 
or Any eſtate i; mivey, 45 many othe:s had ? 

eA. lt a:th x:t appear that be bad , for when: he was;born into the world 
it Was 11 4 VAry mean condition, ſo mean, that ne could be Angry, Ven im 


of thirty years, 
©, How doth that appear ? 
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ever riſe up ag2in!t him, and tis peop 
parzble'; A747 being pur for all ſorts of powerful enemies ; and Ifrar 
[ubjeRe, while the world & 
And this very thirg 1s oct obſcurely honified by that double 2& © Sz- 
wel, by Gozs van appointment, fict, in his zeal, and zeriidle 
ſeverity watch te expreſied in the ex2Cution of Apay (the name of the 
Kirgs of Arralech, as Pharah was of the King*of Egypt, and Abime- 


Is living 


- | | | Ro : | 
& ſtable ;and when an offering Was to be made &t 11s being preſented in 
the Temple, 2ccorcing to the Law, 1t was ſuch and 20 other, as the proref 
that are, mult bring, viz, a pair of young Pigeons, Levit, 12.8, compared 
with Lak. 2.24, Andall the while be was brought up with f-ſep- ant his 


"ht for þ 


mocher ary, he ſeems to have wreng 


'f, eventoine age 


A. lo Math, 13. 55, where he is callza(0 Ts Taro v1 >) he Carprcters 
fon. Andin 114% G. 3, himſ-lf us called (6. Tar) the C arpenter, and by 
ſome is thought co have made Pioughes and Yokes , which Ii trucs then the 
laſt Adam madetooles for the Poltericy of the tick Adam ; (57 the 
firſt eAdan's imployment after tis fall, was to lab-ur In the g ound 
from whence he was tocacn 2.8 hiving with the {weat 
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A. The grentelt that ever rhe ea7th jay and that ever wat, Oo: {hall 
be, He a5 King of Nations, Jerem., 16, 7,King o! Kinzr, Rev. 19. 16. 
Kino of Sine, Revel, 15, 3, Higher toen the 
| — TW 1 er th - » a 
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tech of tne IK'pgs of the Pailiſtirs ) whom Saul contrary 10 the come 


mand 


9 
mand of God had ſpared ; the ſtory whereol we baye'in 1 Sam, 15. 2) 
3» 6,9, 32433. SCORTy, I9.his anci3:ity David Kirg of Iſrael 
as the tirueType of 1ſrac!s King, T7 hat Ba!, 4am, io his paceble ;ays,ſhell be 
loner then Agagt Sam, 16,12,13, 

"© ©. Beirg 8 Kirg bi IrN, aa ]e great! a K is: [is why wcitid I 3c "IFOGY 1 19 
che 90 wor'd an)wirable to him elf ? why world be be bors ard live in lo mean 
a £:.4; tiow was he x:3t able to aſſume, yy take 1:10 hs 's 0391: Tel:i9n, that 
Crows ard dightty, with therickes ard glry of it, that 6id [1 rightfully 
bel:r.g to him ? 

A, Yes, he was abundantly able to have Gone it be mivhe have bee 
born, if be had p! leaſed, intie (is clye« i pzhice in the world, and in 
ro: mes moſt ſumriuous, yet *w:s bsp !leaſure to have It ctherwiſe, ard 
ic was his facners piea.tiie to ave itiorco, and that for thee great rea» 
ſ0DS. : | 

QO. Which ws the f ft of thern ? 

ef. That the p; -optefiecconce:ning kim, in Gev. 49, 10, might be 
accomplithec, 

he that Þ | 

. Scepter Niall not depart from Jnaah, nor a Lawgiver 
f:on: 4h cen his iecr, till Shr!:h comes; that 1F, t}]] Chritt ſovld be 
bo:n intothe wo:rl.\, . 

O What 1: the mtarig of that expreſsion , a Lawgiver between his 


A, I: 15a motfelt expreſiion, by wiich the Holy Cheſt fers forth! an 
heir _ kingdom «  Jranh, by lineal defcne frem that Tride to 
wWivch Pat ria:ch Judah vias the fictt Father, and ry Head. And 
beca'e is evide = (a3ths Apcltiz fa ſayes) thatour Lo:d ſpring cur: of 
_— Hed; 7. 14. Therefore the whole Rate of the kingd- ine, peo 


- y . BY "= "_— BOY - =y - 4 
vle, or Commonwealth, tit ivete tobe the voflerity of Tacch , Or Tſracl, 
. g S . . "1 j Tf. Ay ; Rey, E F : La 
Vie in furuce 2025 rincipatly fo paſs under the mime of Jrudab ; Not of 
[) 
) , A Fs nT * AT ff ? b OTST I-06 {? __ 
Reworn, Let: UA 4 Y p (6:1 } 1 iFy { [5 8. 8 1ei1ls 15 OI | Jadah, . 


| »y a &x - ' y C* © her al 1 } i » ,\ tr? y V/ew WEFTLTFT 
ſo that that Chenly w25 the rect Tide, to waom NE 527er, of roof 


ſupream 2overnmnen!, C1 noe peculiarly Bajorrs || Fences Chili 
Called te Lyonothg Wiiterct Juriah, Rv 5 TT Is: a!!tuli-n to that 
Winc. 5 'old Of Jrddn, Gn, 49. 5, \, j£452)-for tis power and 
we ver ail encanes; 1s corpted 152 Lyons whelh, of yeung Lys 

| 


tho [] 44 «% _— 4 i 4 * 4 
on, for 615 [trenotn, and 10 anold Tion for by. fhoavtle'y and fericee 
neſs ; in-reſpct were, It 15 thee {ah gf wab|ithall reuzs him 


up < ? 


Q. But why + Chriſt ca'les 5: 


A, Somg 


20 


A. S: me interpreterstake the word Shileh from Shalach, which fg 
mifies to ſend, as much asto ſay, him that was ſent; and it is true indeed, 
that he was ſenf of God, and that vpon a very gracicus errand, to poor 
ſi,ners, and therefore. called the Meſſenger of the Covenant, © Mal. 
3 1. Others derive the word from Shalah, which (igniftes to be quiec 

' ad*d pezceable, and this not only in a paſsiye ſen, to be ſo, but 1 an 
 z&ire ſenſe to make (o, tobe peaceable, and make others to, to make 
peace and quieineſs, where there was anger, or war befcre, And thus 
Chriſt is the great peace-maker between God and linners, r1ghily called 
-the P:ince of peace, toar delights in peace, precures peace, and pur- 
chaſeth and apjlyes ir, by his blood and ſpirit, for which ſee Ita. 53.5. 
where *cis ſaid, the chaſtiiement of our peace was upon him, But 1n 
this plce, this word Shil:b, ſeemes belt ro be taken for the Skin, or 
Tunicle, in which the child 1s wrapped inthe mothers womb, called the 
Securaire 0: inward covering, where the infant lyes in peace and quiet- 
neſs, 2nd {o by a foure (cailzd 2 Meitonymy, by WihIch the talng Contain- 
ing, is put for the thing contained, a3 the Cup forthe Wine in 1:) Chil 
is meant, Who by way of Empuatisis called, the Child, even the Holy 
Child Jeſw, AR. 4. 50. Tre molt Princely Child, the moſt high and 
Heavenly thac ever lay iy a mothers womb; who, but this Cnild, is or 
could be called, the Son of the tigitelt ? Luk, 1,32, Who to great as 
he, as (is there aliofaid © VVaolo mighty a King as this Shr/>b, and 
that, even then when he lay 10 the manger ? now that the Scepter did 
depare from Judah, that is, the regal and ſupream power of it came 
wholly into the hands of (ifangers, now about this time z waen Chrilt 
was barn, 13 evideyr,aod that as weil by che Jews own wtiters, as by the 
Scripture lio:y, Thoſe that lift may conſult Joſephs his antiquities, 
and there find thac three or four yeares before Chrilt's nativity, toward 
the latter end of Herod (the [dumear ) his reign, he (lewall the Jews, 
that had any part fot civil power 1a cheir hands, even the whole Sas- 
. bedrim of Jewiſh Governours, - 

Q. But was the ſupream power alwayes is the Trite of Judah 
from firſk to laſt, ard were thire 10 rterruptions in it till Shiloh 
came © | | 

A. The ſupream power, at firft, was not in the Tribe of Judah ; for 

. though J#dahs fandard was firſt inthe march, Num, 10, I4, Yet Mo- 
fes, who was of the Tribe of Levs, was ſupream Governor over all the 
Tribes, ard after kim Joſhua (who was of the Tribe of Fpbraim) aiter 
Lim,amon? the Judges, (C who were fifteen in all ſucceeding each others,, 

for 
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or the ſpace of 305 yeares) there were but two of the Tribe of 
idab,Othinel and [244;,Next them,comes the Government from Kings, 
and the fir!t of them (which was Saul ) was of the Tribe of Brnjamn ; 
and then David indeed, was of the Tribe of Judan othat frow Jscobs pre- 
pheſie,by compuration,it appea;s to be (ix hundred thirty ane (ix yeares{(ay 
our London Annotations, from whence I trayccibe this) ere the Govern» 
ment came into the hands of the Tribe of Judah , beginning in David, 
and io continuing in that line down to the Babylowiſh captivity, for the 
ſrace of 437 years, Curing which time was theac eminently ſeen, which 
is recorded in 1 Cor, 5. 2, J4dah prevailed above his brethren, of him 
came the cheif Rulers, And then aiter the captivity, the dignity of the 
Tribe of Judah (returniog home as an entire Tribe, as the others did 
pot ) revived in Zeraboabel, a Privce of the Tribe of Judah, and from 
him continued the principality of that Tribe, for the ſpace of 270 
yeares, untill the CMaccabees, who being of the Tribe of Lew got into 
the Government, as Hign P.eilts ; after which, what periods, paules, 
and (igps of Governmentthere -Were, and how, and where the Tribe 
of Judah were left our, rnd came in again, both beſote and after Pome 
pep bis cakirg f eruſalem, by force,\the Reader that bath a mind co know, 
may find in Frſephrs bus Antiquities, and the learned notes of our Di- 
vines upon the f1;{t and tenth verſes of the forty ninth Chapter of Ge» 
nelis. 
Q. What « the ſecond reaſm , why (hriſt, being indeed ſo preat' 
a Ku:g birn, came {» cbſcurely ito, and lived [> mearly m the: 
worlds 
A. Bzciuſe he would have the world ro know that. the glory of his 
Kingdom,and ther majelty of his pei'on conhilt not in outward poiyp and 
ſplendor,like that p:incely, tlate ot Agrippa, and Beyzice, in AQ, 25.23, 
V Vhich the Holy Gholt ſayer,vaes bur a great ſhew, or meere phanhie 
(eayme12) 1 yaind ltentation,and exieinal declaration of an elated inind; io- 
which ſenſenor only Aritor/e, Arhererand others of the Greek writers, 
but Beza, Eraſmus, the Arabick ard Syriack copies, doe allo tak? ir. 
New this Chritt himſelf cold the Phariſees, Luk. 17, 20, He regarded 
pot ; ſaying, the Kirgaome of God cometh ot with obſervation, that 1s, 
not With outward thew, as *c15 there in the margent. Chrilt had no 
ſpendid gua;ds abcurt him, ro earthly throne to fit. on, Bo Golden 
Sceprer, or crown of Gold, ſ:c with all manner of molt colily ones 
and Jewels, that plittered in the eyes of the beholders, ' He had no 
76bes, revenues, Kingdomes, varieties of (iately palaces, or apy ſuc 


Ik admired, 0: 349724 vanicies of ins wo:li: Nog bs On and 


OICa:Ne.s vias CG a [: L1gher bk is ue d] n C oſs GS ©030;2 a. all » by C40 - 
nal, buc only by ©; [cual 2s. HH: could-crens food for many thoys 
— ſands, a: a need, by 2 touch , 0: by a wozd, azal all mananec of male 
dizs, Cu.C all- i:i:alet, make eatla ne to walsy tie dei to 1:zr\, the 
bliad to (:e, 1i1:1 tne ftormy vinds and ragins tear, .raiie tn2 dead to 
lite, and at ti3uge Rink 0410 tel! graves He CO chu OUT and tubs 


duz D:vile, and commain1 tn2 bleſſed Angeis (wa-le millions of ch em) 
out of heaven, wazn 1: pleated, to aitend fin, ard fuch imployments 
as he raiſo trem; yea, fe could, and did doe more then all this, Pat= 
don ſinners, and tina, the oreatett finners that ag met With, iuch as a 
fileky and unclean Mar y Magda' 6:1 EXCCLA! 102 forſmornPet ——_— [ecu- 
tin2 bloody Saul ,and tac ipi2aful matderers of ns mott innocent glorious 
ſelf. I» theſe roin?s, and {uch ike, nz. Mijeily meolily none ed, and 
diſcovered ir ielf, and with far b:i2a:er lult e too, then e 7 P90: dying 
Monarche! either cid, o: coul7, 1n the leatt, thinz forma with ; and all 
Chis, to takes off the inindes and hearts of fuch a3 7e Came 
to bea Saviour to, 1nJ to deliver from tz inires vanittc?, and tempres 
tions, of this bole) 102, leducing, evil world, no way P:0Portion 
vated ro tne :Dit y and exceliiency ot immoztal (oules, for which very 
reaſon 'was, that he put Car n0Me que. i100 tO [15 D; .ctples 19 Math. 6, 
26, What 6 ama" profited 1' he a'l gain the who'e w id, ad {ſe his cwn 
foul ? or what ſhall a man give; exchanoe for his ſoul ? this then is ale- 
cond reaſ-n 

0. IWrat is the third ? 

A, That we by bis poverty mignt de mate :ich, Tais :5e Apodlile 
layes down, as a neceilary meanes " tazxtenl, 2 Cor, 8, g. Tt ze wordes 
a:e theſe, ye krow the Grace of cur Lird Tels Chriſt, that thruph he 
was rich, yet for your ſakes becam RC 1ethrouch bis poverty arebe 
be rich. - 

9. Y:u [peak f Chrit” i poverty, A)4 yet orig 4 c12;tuiret owe be WA 
rich; how can theſe tw», ard 70067 her P | 

A. He was ird:ed :ich, and that every Wat, Cevei vill ail {o7ts of 


riches vhitioever, tous a-noc vid Dly lo to exhat « s, ardibeirenct 
this wo:1d, thacunderiiood him nary ard baleivel i he, whats 
10 truth, he war, namely tne cnly bzgn:ten Son <© God) and nels of 
all thing*. Heb, 1, 2, He was rica therefoce, ind tht 1.) Eves in 
cemporalls, I mean, az to 4 jlilt Ioptety, 2 P 1 ee.old, 


Firtt, By crexticn, he madeall things, at leali hid an hind in making 
| - ! A ad m 5 ' ' q 
ail chips, thus the Avoltle Job, 1. 3. All things ae mice TW 
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and without him was not any thing made that was n ece,ſfeeProv.3.23.30, 

Secondly,By inherifance "_ Une ratural :1 Furl ©; iOnel; 1.ip,in WNnCh teri he 

is ſaid :- be is lache-e -1m.8. 17, Tots 1s tre fiel', meant 12 the 

pa:able, Math, 2 Lat 43. [ci:dty , dy Conmon, co [1ather by way df 
ad as 


reco; rpen'e - an! 013, 4S 117 ed 1ato7, 1OGT INF ICAL <— 
high ne : Ss, by wt ol hach eltelow] is Fatter, inthe redemption of 
Lp _ _ iacts reſpect Ic je » that be 1 is app; Hr ted ro be þeir ef 
0-2 "a 2 d fer his [nuff er of dead t) te crowned with 
glory, Marys T1106 Hh Y ys - And Ic Wa * 10 nts pecy 7 cply that the 
pt on: i. eto Abvighoas, Ctn —_— O ner 0f Li:T NC Id, 24 compleatly and 
fully acccmpithed, Roz P. 4, 13. Veryempaatical 16: this purPoie, 15 
that (121al place In Pall. 2. O. WW nere God 12ayes to bign, [ will give thee 


the Heat her. for thy ts:heritance, ard the Ut voſt er.ds if the earth for thy 
prſſeſsios; (HIvNR ) Toe Hebrew word exprefietaic tineFf, to have for 
thy tim pctleſsion, to have and to hold (pregra taniu4m rura tt Dimmu 
wocartur Achuzia, iayes Marr w ÞBrixiarus) the Lave term that is 


uſed in deeds and conveyances, waere eltat28 2:0 given to and errleg 
upon 2 man and }:15 he1r s for ever, 9 > Lat O13 mill « rident bey dal 


! 


world; and all ls its Thtiz waole ſoyl Ie 1%, andall that it co 
or that Grows upon It. Net a vein of Gol! ang! |S: Ive” ", ner cn2 c1d of 
rich oar, or tnettol, or whatever elſe 1s precicus within the bowells of 
the earth, bur teis Lord of 1t3 the beaſts of rhe bets, and the cattle 
upen a thouſznd till, ace ali fs; the ftihes of rhe Sex, 2nd the nume- 
rous ſpawns 2f them, all f:.im and bieed in {13 17eam's5. the owies of 
the air fly over no lanu bur 15, nor can move any nee, our of his re- 
oions and dominions, Tous rien fe ts 13Gh In tempocals, {2,) And in 
ſpicicualls coo, and in tem mo!t ot ail, Waar ric32$ of orace tath he 2 
what vittier vere now ofa is the ſum Cf them! they we called 
(Ta57&- evi ry ring 47 £ 1mperveſtigabiles ) *ichess, never to be 
fahcm'cs rok the imines as ceep 7s you will, you can! never recch. the: 
bottome of them, n'.7 trace them cur, Epi. 3.8. And in Evh, 2.7, the 
_ tle calls them (475641007 TAIT TH yaen) The excerdi:g riches 
f grace, eEXCEeciINE, ttat is, excreding all exprethion, all tf Eouches and 
!maginatione, of men, - Ancells; ard that tr eternity ; infince riches, 
2rd therefore can never polſibly be fully eſtimated. by finite creatures; 
ro infinite, not a$to the duration of them only, bur of the value of 
tnem, To this (3) ma; be added his riches in slory,s ſubject too bigh 
alio for an humane pen to :cact, 0; 1D the lealt £0 delctibe, ro any due 
propo:tion. 
Q. Zee 


0. Yet 45 rich as he was, the text ſaith, þe became piby, how conld 
chat be? hw was it pyſoible that ore j» rich as hath bien ſaid, 
ard fo finitely rich 1 ſhould 7 ALY ſexe whatever 3 become 
por ? / 


A, Yes, it was poſſible, and really, and in cruth, it was ſo, he did | 


indeed become poor, T'wo things here are tobe eſpecially minded ( 1,) 
the emphatis of that word became, £5 O! that word poor. Both are 
expreſled by one word inthe Greek, viz, By a verb paſſive, or ra- 
ther 'that waich anſwers to the Latin verb deponenc (47x57) be 
ecame poor ; it was not @ poverty by conſtraint, bur ſuch as he volun- 
ratily, and ſpontancouſly came into, that is, he dfd not as he might 
have done, take the aRual polleſsion of the world into his own hend, or 
epj>y the preſent uſe oftie riches and wealth of ir, and particularly 
did not rule and reignas Kivg of Fudab, which did of right and by 
lineal deſcent b:long to him, but (uff:red the (tate and Senate of Rome 
by their great General Porypey, firlt colnvade, uſurpe, and make a con- 
queſt over it, and then afterward to conttitute Herod to be King chere- 
of. Tn this ſenſe then, be became poor; poor, that is, as to any aQual 
poſſeſſion of worldly wealth, but choſe rather to live in a poor and 
mean condition, 
" © But the queſtion ſtill remaines io be anſwered, why did he ave 
ths ? K 
A, The anſwer is the ſame as before, 22, Thar by his poverty we 
might beFich. For our ſakes he was poor ; we could never have been 
rich elſe,that is, rich 1Þ grace, nor rich in glory; had not he diſrob'd 
himſelf , we had been in our rages {111 ; hadnot he been emptied, we 
had never been tilled, we, nor our treaſures neither ; his poverty was the 
mag22zin of our riches. 

©. VVhat u truly meant by Chriſt's poverty? 

A, Not that poverty Which the Greek word here uſed Tmwyxtie doth 
often Gnifie, that 18, poverty to begvery, and ex!reain want of outs 
ward neceſlaties, ſoa8 togo from door to door, for ones dnly bread, 
(proprit mendicus, mers it off, qu: al axtremam veaall vs 10p1am »þil 
babet mſi quod oftiatim accipit, B:za, Steph. &c.) But ſuch a poverty 
as ſ1gnifi-sa needy man, (qui dr ſuovir baber, unde Vivas, egeiters refti- 
*4, quam pauperem wverteris, Groting ) that hardly gets whejewithall to 
live, tharc only hath ſrom hand co mouth, as y/e uſe to ſay; and no 
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2. . But how doth thu piverty of (hbriſi make wrick ? 

A. By the merit of ic, When Coriti who was in the io:'m of God was 
made in the likere(s of man, and was found in the fathion of a man, was 
pot his poverty ? when he thit was Lord of all bun.bled himielf, mace 
himſelf of go reputation, and took upon him the ferm of a ſervant, Pail.2, 
6.7, 8. Was not this poverty ? when be, in whom (mv 79 TAnpaps This 
womT@ ) all the fnlreſs of the Gedhiad dwelt ( iarTvinren) 
emptied himſelf, Cololl, 2, g. with Phil. 2 , 7. Was Bot this poverty? 
When he that now fits, and tor ever lat at the right hand of God , and 
upcnthe ſame threne with him, Rev, 3. 21, came down from allfthar 
olory, and embiaced cur Cungtil, was pot this poverty ? this he'did, 
avd auch more then this toc, when himſelf, avd bis Moſt precious life 
became a ranſome for us (W739 Muth, 20, 28. 4172v7%, x Tim, 2,6.) 
Theo he was poor indeed, when he embraced the c:ofſe, and gave him- 
ſelf for wi, an offering aud ſacrifice tro Grd for a ſweet ſwelling ſavour, Eph, 
5. 2. All wbich, che poverty and meanneſs of his condition, firtedhim 
for, and was but neceſlary for that end, as might at large be diſconrſed, 
were it needfu!. Ard by this it is,ever by this ſuffering of Eis,firſtyin a wear 
and 1 condicien of life ; then in # curſed, ſhameful, painful death, by which 
cnly we are made rich, tich in grace hee, and rich in glory bere- 
after. 

9. Bef-r: we goe avy farther, bow 1s it, or can it be made evident 
from Scripture, that Chriſt was 11.deed born King of the Jews, or that he had 
4 true right to that Crown ? 

A, Ir wiilb- evident thus, by a caceful ebſervaricn of his conn 
which, as well by the /egal account of his ſuppoſed Father Joſeph, as by 
his natural deſcint from his true other Mary, makes him to deſcend from 
the Royal Tribrof Judah, the loynes of thoſe Kirgs and Princes and 
other ſupreams Gerernors, which either did, or of right, ought to have 
lat upon the 7 hrone of Judah, if they bad not beer kept our by uſurpati- 
on, 0! violence, 

Q. How 4th that appear ? 

E A. By 


(26) 


A.By comparing the Genealogies of Matthew and Lykeviz, Math.1.16 
with Luk, 3.23, lb Matthew, Joſeph is (aid co be the vext and immediate 
ſon of Jacob, and ſo he was, by natural deſcent ; and yetin Luke it is aid 
that this ſame Jrſeph,the ſuppoſed Eusband of Mary, was the Son of Helr,thar 
Is, he was this ſo: 1n law, by martiage with the Virgin CAlary, whoſe own 
Patutal Father, Hel: wes, F:om whence three things ace here co be mind- 
ed (1.) Trat Foſe;h:vd eMary were of akineread, and in thar order of 
kind:ed 1n their pedigree, tharriey might lawfully marry each other ; tor 
the Jews by Gods own appuintment were tomatch into n2be but their 
own Tribes and Familyes, (2,) That Maryes pedigree might be known, 
therefore Joſephs pedeg:ee, wihwhom ſe mucries, is thewed, for the 
Genealogies vere recknted by :ne mates obly. Yei(3.) Mares Genealogy 
1s al o reckoned in Luke unter the covert of J-ſephs naine, for the more 
cleer mtaritty aid certaivty of this de'cent of Cari't, on both fides, 
viz, Lepal'y and » aturally, from the rrue hezrs of the Crown, 

QO. VVelthen, it ſeems 'tis as doubted truth, that ( hriſt was 1ded 
born King of Few, and was right ber to thet Crown, and thiugh he wat 
Jo, yet, lived all the time of his private life till he was about thirty years 
of ape, but in a m14% Condition ; but aid belive thru obſcure!y the laſt three 
yeares ard kalf of his life, when: he took upon him the excerciſe of his publick 
m1wſtry ? 

A. AStoany ce:tain fixed maiterance of his own, ne leemes not 
ro have more now in this latter pare of his lite, then he had before, 
obly his imploymert differed, and the way, and mavrer of his iubfiltence; 
for all che time of his private life, he ſeems to have lived with, and to 
have been under the care of Joſeph, and his Mither a1ry, Luk. 3. 23, 
2nJ as hath been already proved, in all pic babili:y w:ought tor his living 
at Joſephs trade, who was a (Carpenter, as the Scripture before quored 
rellsus ; but now he comes to be his own 9a”, as we ule to ſay, and to 
Iive of himſelf, he tikes upon him a more 1:-ble Calling and courle of life + 
and while he picached the Goſpel, called the Goſpel of the Kirgdome, 
Math. 4. 23. and 24. 14. Elſewhere called the word of the Kingdome, 
Math. 13. 19. Diicovered himſelf to be that grea: Pa/mori, or revealer of 
ſecrets , menticnedin the margent of Din, 8, 13 Namely the ſecrets 

of thoie hidden thoughts and purpoſes of grace ard love that were in the 
Fathers hart from all eternity, towards poor fioners, Now whilit he 
was thus imployed in declaring rhe Father, in whoſe b»\. me he bad alwaye: 
lain, Joh. 1,18, his maintainance and preſent livelyaood comes in ano- 


ther way, 
Q. How 
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O. How i; that ? | 

A, I mult bere diſtinguiſh of the ſeviral waye; and mearns of mens 
livelyhcods, and (ubit{tence in this world, Fi:{t, ſome men liv? plentt« 
tully upon taeir own means, eſtates, and revernes that aie in their 
owp attual prſſeſſimm ; or wiich they daily fetch i», by way of traze 
trafſick,mercharaize, ecchangeof commodities, and ({uch like : others, by 
what they receive from fuch as they deperd wpor, and under whvſe care 
they are for their ſaidgivelyhood and ſubfittence , as Wives from Huſ- 
bands, (hildren from Parents, Secondly, many mens livelyhood ard 
ſubliltence, is from ſuch, as providentially they are caſt upon, or haveto 
doe with in the world, or, are by ſecret workisge, through a diving 
POver upon their hearts, filcted up to provide for, and miailie; untothene 
necethie?s, 

QO. How mavy ſorts are there of this latter kind ? 

A, Theyare vich 2s have their maintzinance, and way of ſubſiſtence 
comineg ander ſome of thele five denominations, viz s it iseither a Pre- 
carious maintebance , or CMercerary, or Elwemoſyrary, or Hovorary, of 
purely Devoriorary, and expreſuve of Divine bomage, ] will explain 
them li, and then we (hall clex:ly ſee, what was the crue way of Chit s 
main:enance and ſublitience in the three laſt years, and upward of his 
lite. 

1. A Precarions raintenance, is that properly, which is craved, aikeas 
and ſought for from any ſuch, as, in charity, will give it: VVhicl 
maintenafce may be craved and a:ked for, either ina more oper, or wore 
covert way. Some men , even by a meer miking their wargert caſes 
known, or by a dare p-elen ing objects of compaſiion tro men of bowells and 
ability, find releifs, though they doe not platsly, and in down right words 
bees what they nzed, Tnis I call a precarious. maintenance ; of 
waich we nave a lively inſtance in the family of old E!;, x Sam. 
2. 35. Wheie the Lo:d,amepg other Judgements, threate:s the poſte= 
ricy of E'z, with »o leſs ſore a puriſhment, then meer beggary, fcr his 
pe:olect of due Jeverity to his upgodly ſons, and that both 23 a Father, and 
a$a publick Mapiſtrate, for the horrible wickedneſs which they commirred 
with the wore”: of Iſracl at the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation, 
I, Sam. 2. 22--36. Ardit ſhall comt to paſs,(iry2s he to El: ) that every 
onethat 15 left i thy houſe ſhall come to him {tha is, 10 rhe faithful Preilt 
that C09 will ſetup in the roomof El,verſs 35.) Ard cronch to bim 
for a pe ce of filver, and a mirſel of bread, and ſhall ſay, put me, [ pray thee, 
ento one of the Preiſts »ffices, that I may cat a price of bread. 

(2.) A mercenary maincepapce, is a maintenance fetched in, cr pro- 


* 
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| cured, by a mans labour, art, or $kill, ordinarily called, wages, ftiperd, or 


hire, \uch as 1s agreed upcn bet ween two, or mote, and mutually content ed 
to, by may of c:mpatt, Thus the /abowrers 1g the patable, were each of 
them agreed with for apery 4 day ( that 15, a Roman pepy, which was 
zb:ut ſever pence halt peny of ou: money, lays ths marginal note) Mutb, 
20.2. - 

(3.) AnEleemolynary maincenance, is a maintenance voluntarily, 
and /pontaneoufly given from the. meer bounty, kindneſs, ard good will of 
the doner, a free benevolence, or act of beneficence, in the old Englith 
ſtyle, called Fravck Aims, Such 1s tne maintenance of H'ſpirals, 
Grammar Scholes, Culleages, and others the like, in Univerſities, or 
elſe-where aitrfing from Lands and eſtates given by the ſeveral reipeRive 
Founders of them, And ſuch alio at ficlt, were che titles of lands given 
to: he Minilte:s of pacrithes { © called) and 1n after times coptiimed 
and ſetled by the crvil laoRion, 

(4.) Honorary maintenance , 1s of an higner kind then any of t2e 
former, namely 'cis ſuch a Scripture-mainterance, as by Gods own ap- 
pointment , 13 t0 be freely and readily given after a bountiful manner, not 
only from” a p:incipal of nataral charity and goodwill, (which 1s oftew 
found in mcer moral mer, nooate of gereroxs and nbhle mindes ; yea, 
20d ſometimes f:om men very ({uperiiicioully affected, elpecially amon? 
Popiſh meric-monge:s) but t:om pure and fincere love to Chriit and 
his elorious truth, to the faithful Paſtors, Teachers, and Elders of 
right Goſpel Churches ; and is the lame that is mentioned in 1 Tim, 5, 
17. Let the elders that rule well, b: counted worthy of drable hoanur,or of 
an honorable reward, (as :ne Greek wo d 7 in this place {ignities )eſpe- 
cially they who labour 1 the wird and diftrine, Now this kind of Honora- 
ry Maintenance, is founded upon three great things, that require the 
due paymeru of it, real deſert , juſt right, and conſcrmnable equity, From 
alt which , Ch:its pleads on behalf ot his Apolles, and their ſucceſſors, 
inſomuch that when he ſent them 'orth to preacn the Goſpel, he bids 
them, provide neither Gold nor Silver, nor braſſe in their purſes , nor 
ferip for their journey , neuber tw1 coats, nether ſhores, nor yet ſaver, 
Math. 10. 7--11. And into whatſoever houſe they enter, and beywceved, 
They ſhou'd cat what ts ſet before them, Luk, 10, $, And he gives the 
reaſon for ir, For the workwman is worthy of his meat : So *tis expreſſed in 
Math, 10. 1o, But Lake puts it into other words, for the labourer 15 
wyarthy of b:s hire, Luk. 16, 7, Io which parable, well coniidered in the 
whole of 17, are tnele thee things very. remarkable, 

| (1.) He 


(1t.) He bids his Apeſiles, and, in ther, all chat come afcer them 
in their preaching wotk, e-qu:re who,in uch, or ſuch a (ity or place where | 
they come, are worthy, ard to go inand abide there till they go thence; that 
is, be would have them ask the inhabitants, who they are chereabouuts, 
that fear God, and -will give hearty welcome to the Lords Ambaſſadors 
bow Come among them toprezch tne Goſpel, Math, 10.11, Andwhen they 
meet with ſuch an bouſe o; family, not to goe out of ir, ſo long as they 
have ccc:tlicn to (lay io thole parts, for this I think is fntimated by thoſe 
words, go n-tfrom houſe to houſe, Luk, 10, 7, But rather to abide fixed 
for the time being, in ove avd the ſame houſe , accordipg as is expreſied in 
Math. 10. il. 

(2.) In that he would not bave them carry Gold, or yfilver , or cloaths 
withthem, eſpecially, not change of .rayment , as thole two coats dee 
import, it plainly declares, chat they might reaſonably expe, money 
4 well as meat, (5010, and Silver, as well as a lictle vitualls where=-:ver 
they ſhould come, ad find acceptance, for c/caths they muit have, and 
other neceſla;ies, as well as food ; and how could they provide theſe when 
they wanted them, without money but they mult carry ro mcney with 
chem, it follows cher, ic muſt be given them, and it ſeems in ſuch qg1an- 
tizier, and round ſums too, as might cloath them with two coats,” even with 
change of rayment. 

(3.)The juiine's and equity of all this is not obſcurely hinted ſrom thoe 
word?, T he labourtr 1s worthy of his bire,] his then 18 the Hovorary mainte- 
»arce that is due to Chriſt's !aithful Minifiers;and that not as an alms,bur as 
a juſt and ſuitable reward, both tothe vererablereſs of their perſoxs, ande. 
the 41gn1ty of their werk. 

(5.) The maintenarce wiich / call purely devotiorary anc expreſſive of 
divine Homage, 1s properly that which belonged to Chrilt, and which 
Chriſt o:ly had (anc none elſe ever had the like) while he was in the 
exercile of bis publick -::/try ; "cis true, he went from one place toa- 
nother, ad was received into many houſes, as that of e Matthew the 
Poblican, Sim the Leper, Peter's wines Mother , allo inio the houſe: 
of Zachew, Martha, and others that have been named, and was en- 
rertained as a weſt worthy gueſt in them all, But ler it be hete conſidered, 
fo: the better clearing ot this matter, that he was not entertained as a: 
muur may, but uncer the notion of the Scn of Ged, and great Mcfſias 
that had been lopg expeted ; which, wherever he came, he gave 
clear evidence of by the mitacles which be wrouzht, the cures 
he made, the paidons which he gave, and {ſuch powerful and con- 


vertipg,. 


Verting de.ines, 25 conqiered and turned every heart they fell upon, 

ereupon waatever kindoeis( or reverent reception [ had rather call ic).vas 
expretled rowards hum, was ratner by Nay of divine homage, tnen otnernile, 
and 25 cane devout oblations of heavenly heart's, Tous the wie men of the 
Ext preſented him with gifts, Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrh, Math. 2, 18. 
That is, they came a$ homagers to him, with theſe preſents, owning him 
as the ſovera:gn Lord of heaven and earth ; not 3$ 1t what they gave was 
their own, ſo much as his, they now preſented it unto ; They opened their 
rrexſures 'cis true, ſo cis (aidindzed, (Muth.2, 11.) Their treaures but 
wherce had they thoſe treaures? was it not bs that filled them ? P:ovy, 
8. 21, T-nancr,'vnco they entertain thei; Lava/res upon their own ground, 
2nd in thei; own bouſer, reckon their Lard/ords more maſters of the feaſt 
thenthem(elves. Ia this ſenſe cis that David when he had gor an huge 
mall2 of (old, Silver, p:eclous Stones, and other choiſe materialls to 
| build the Temple, cfers it all up to the great Ged of heaven, with 

thele vords,, Lora of thy own [ givethee, © Chron, 25. 14. Doubtleſs, 
whoeve: entertained Chitit as beletve:s in him, entertained him with 
ſucha mind a3 this, and with ſuch thoughts of hear, 

9. But Chriſt did not alwayes viſit private friends, nr was he thus al- 
wayes ertertaied, this, or that houſe ; fir 'tis evrderit, that he dwalt 
1n 4, houſe of his own, at C aperraum, mn CE Math 4, I3, That us, in as 
hired h:nſe, which he paid a Rent for, as witerpreters corceve, &c, Now 
; bow could he pay Revit for an houſe, ard keep houſe to1, and a'ter an boſpitae 
ble ma» ner (for Judas kept the bag, not only to buy recrſſaries for houſe- 
keeping, tut toreleive the pooy alſo, John 12, 6, with ( bap. 13, 29) ard 
defray other cbarges beſides, ſuch as paying, trivute, and the like, ) itt be 
bad no temporal eftate of bis cn, and vo mixey to put wits the 
bap * 

A, Though C':1{t had no certain preſent maintenance, as the men of 
the world have, and take great care to have, yet his occafions were al- 
wayes ſupplyed, and that in a wonderful and unuſual menn:r, even by 
the power of his own 04-head, which be vifihly put forth ani manifeſted 
where te cains ; and this leveral wayes, 4: 

(1.) By a creating multiplication of a little food into a fulnsſs: 2nd 
ſufficiency for ſeveral thoulands, ata cime. In Math. 14. 165--22., We 
read of five thouſand men, beſiaes wmen and children (wiich pri badly, 
might de tive thouland more) that did all cat ard were filed only with 
five loaves ara two fiſhes ; and when they had a'l eaten, and to fulneſs tos, 
*15 laid, the Diiciples, (tha 15, the twelvs Apoliles, who had every 
mayYy 
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man his basket)/took wp twelvs bakets full of frapments that remaintd« | 
Was not heie a creating power put tortti ? a wonderful creating power | 
whether this proviton nultiplyed on the tabir, or in tie Apcities hands 
(faith Hillary) 1s nor exprefied ; but that ic did multiply, is moſt evident; 
and chat the miracle was as true, as preat, is likewiie evident, tom 
the aburdarce that was leſt aſter all were filled ; in all likelykood one 
ſivg)e ba'kert might have held all the piovifion, and, perhaps, much 
more then'twas, before Chiilt had b:oken it, and given co his Diſciples, 
ro dili:ibure.” For the word. put for baskets, eſpecially that word 
which is ued in Mnth, 15. 37, ard in Muck. 8, g, 1c.) Vaere the 
Holy Ghoſt calls thele butkets, (vets) is the lame which is uſed in 
AR.9g. 25. for that baiket in which Paul was let down by a wall in 
the night ; big .0ugh, it ſeems, for a man to ſit i», calledin 2 Cor. 11.33, 
by another nime, 9243411, *T15 cue, here in this 14th Ciaprer of Muth, 
and the 20, V. X9ive 1s the word uſed, as allo in Math, 16, 9, 
and iv Mark 8. 19. and in Lukeg, 17, and 1n\John $8, 13. Which 
ſayes Ju/:1 Pollux, was a batket made of light mate: iafs, eafily porta» 
ble, and was not ſo big, 85 vas. , as Beza upon the place conceives, 
furcher telling us from his Author there quoter!, that it was a basket that 
held about rres congios, aniwering 18, Roman Sexteries, that 1s, about 
three gallons and an halt oi our Envlith mealure, Howeyer though it were 
leſs then thoſe other ſporre or bigoer forc of baskety, of whica there were 
but [ever taken up, full of broken meat, Muh, 15, 37, Yet there being 
ewelve of them, they containzd much ; and as for the n:myer that were 
fed here, it was g-cater then there, tor the number there was bur 

four thouſznd men, b:(ides women and children, Muth, 15, 38. But 

here 'c(vas five thouland men betides women and children. As for the 

diliint times and places in which theſe ewo micacles were wrought, 

our very reucrerd anc Leayred Uſher in h1s Annals makes chem conhide- 

rably to differ, For the mi acle of che 5006. he placeth io thee ſecond 

year of his publick minilt:y, ro:va:as the latter end of Ir, and ſayes, 'twas 

in a Mountain otherwiſe called 4 deſert place, belong mg to the City called 
Betbſaida, Luk. 9, ©. Wrere they {at down upon the green graſs by 
fifties ina company, [ayes |.uke, Crav. 9. 14. By bundreis ard fiities (ayes 
Ma:k, ail io even/ranc ks, Chap. 6.49. But the mitacle of the 4000 was 
ID che third year of bis minitiry, and in a Mountain or deſert, ner the Sea 
of Ga#'eg\2y28 rhe ſame reverend Anthorat he proves by the contexts 
of the ſeveral Evangeliits, Waether chis Mountain or D:tert were the 
ſawe with that where the coo0 mere (ed 1s not certain ; ic might be ſome 
miles 


; (32) 
miles diſtant from irgfor though Bethſaida(as Bunting tells us)was icituated 
$6. miles N-7thward from Jernſalem , on the Welt file of the Sea 
ot Galilee, pe@; to which City the hve thouiand were fed , «as is before 
ſhewed; yer this miracle of the four th:uſand ſeemmes to have been 
"wrought, a; a faither diſfarce from the ſaid Ci. y, and more toward the 
Sea fide, Math.15. 29. 

Pell then, this was one way by which (rift provided for himſelf and 
thoſe that were under bis care, as Alſo for ſuch others @s were objelts of 
bis compaſſion ," as theſe tw) great multitudes were, namely by hit creating 

Mer, 

i The fecond way by which, Chrilt ſometimes (ubſi'ted, as c> {1s hunogne 
rature, Which lived by food, 6:ctnarily, was by his amnipotent ſuſtaining 
power , by which 'as ſaid, hz wpholds ail things . Hed. 1. 3. By this it 
ws that helived fourty dayes, and forty rights, in the VVilderneſy, 
where he, the ſecond Aiams corguered that tempting Devil, who foiled 
our firſt Father Adams inthe Garden, Waar one lolt by his eating in 
. Paradiſe, the other recovered, by his faſtingin the Wilderneſs, » How could 
he ever want food, who wazn he pleaſed could live without it? Gods 
wird, ( Math, 4. 4.) and 1s ows om"iporericy Were great feaſts 0 him, 
and inſtead of all dainties, 

Thirdly, at other times he (upplyes his occaſions, avd uſe of money, 
by bis el-ruling and commending powey ; for what c:eature was it that did 
not obey him ? if he dd but lay to the ſformy winder, and raging Seq, 
peace and be ftill, bzhold they are preſently calmed ; if he ipake but a word 
co the Lame, the Blind, the Deaf, the Dawb, they all immediately, 
hear , and ſee, and ſprak, ard walk; when he commands the dead 
toriſe, they doe ic 10a moment ; or the Devils to quit cheir poſlziled, 
they durſt not, could net, diſobey his, And by the very ſame 
commandipg, and ruling power, it was that the fiſh comes to the net, amd 
fu:niſherh him with Tri#ute wy to give to Ceſar, Muth, 17. 


27. 

./ I fourchly and laſtly, the moſt ordinary and common way by which 
he did ſupply all bis ourward and worldly occations, as to ford, raiment, 
brouſehold expences, andſuch like dther contingent charges, was , by Aa dis 
wine mfiuential, beart changing, beart-corverting, heart moving power ; 
by ſuch inward workings, impreſſions and atrraftione, as male every nne 
that felt chem, adore him, a$ the true Sor of God, and miniiter to tim as 
worſhippers of him, rather then Benefaforsto him, Je was by this power 
the wiſe men from the Eaſt took their jourbey under the conduR of the 
Starr 
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Star that brought them to' Bethlehem, where the Gold they preſented him 
with (ſome thipk did bear bis expence while he fled into Egypt) and 
by this ſame power were all thoſe wrought upon, that invited him, and 
with ſo much reverence received him into their houſes, ' Bur there 1$ 
one paſſage in the new Teltament, above all others, that is here much 
to be conſidered by us, it is that in Luk. $, 1, 2, 3. Where we read, 
that while Chritt went througbout every (ity and willage, proclaiming and 
ſhewing the glad tidings of the kingdome of God, the twelve were with him, 
ard certain women which bad bien healed of evil ſpirts and ifirminier, 
Mary called CAagdalen, out of whom went ſeven Devills, and Joanna the 
wife of Chuza Herods ſteward, ard Suſanna and many others which mis 
riſtred to bim of their ſubſtance, In whica words, obſerve, firlt, that 
while Chrilt weat.up and down preaching, the Twelve were with him 
thatis, they went up and down with him from place to: place that they 
might be witneſles of his Doctrine and micacles (for that was one 
p:incipal end of their being called into the Apoltlethip Luk. 24. 47, 
48. AR. 1.8.) And might be able to declare to all the world the things 
that they had ſeen and heard, 1 Joh, 1. 1, 2, 3. Andtharthey 
did conſtantly abide wich him, even all the time of his pudlick miatitry, 
| till he ſuffered upon the crolle, is evident from their oxn words in 
A& rt. 21. afhiming thit they did keep compary together with the 
Lord Feſus all the time that he went i ard out among them, But whether 
they were at their own finding,or at Cbr;(t's rather, is not in this place 
mentioned, but elſewhere ſeems ro be plainly hinted, iz, In 
the places before quoted, Joh, 12. 6. compared with Chapter 13, 
29. 
ſs we may againobſerve, that beſides the twelve Apoſtles, 
there were certain women allo followed him, where-ever he went, that 
1s, they attended diligently upon jhis. Miniſtery, But who were they, 
that were thus piouſly atfeRed 2? the-texc cells us, ſuch 4s had been heal 
ed of evil (ſpirits and wfirmities, They that had received g:eat bene- 
fit by the miracles he wrought , in curing them, found ſuch a ſweetrefs 
alſo in his Doftrives and converſe, that they would not leave him , now 
among theſe , one is mentioned, that, it (eems, was a perſon of preat 
quality in thoſe dayes, an honourable Lady, of great pame and note, the 
wife of an eminent Courtier, viz, Foanna; the wife of Chuza, Hereds 
Steward, an Officer (ſayes Pomponits Latms) that managed all the pey- 
ſonal eſtate of the Prince, thac was his Maſter 311ſ6,08e,whoſe power and 
truſt was ſuch, as, that what he did, food ratified, ((ays Feneſtella de 

F | migiſt, ) 
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— mavitt, Roman.) as it Caſar had dove, or Crrfirmed it wracr bis own 
hand, The wife then, 0i his lo great a peilon ard Officer of the State 
multi reeds be a great Lady ; -apd the think allo that MMary HMagaas 
len, and Suſazra, here likewiſe named, were Wo:nen of chef rarck, 
For this, thoſe that pleaſe, may conſult Swidas, I[, Canſab, exercit,16, 
N.1, And it is added, that there were many others betides theſe thar 
accompanied Jeſus 1n this his FHorerary miniſtry, 

Tritcly, Ltic be again oble;ved, what 1s fartner ſaid, that al? theſe 

iniftred 3s Chriſt of thay ſubſtarce, that 1*, they gave him plerti/ully 

f:om theic own: ſtcre, a lufhciency cut of their own aburdarce; they lut- 
fered him to want nothing, as to his outward ſubtiltence, and convenien- 
cies; and this, as I (aid before, fiom that exce!/ext ſpirit of divine love, 
holy adratios, and ' vereration, which Chill bimielf had wrought in 
thei: hearts cowards him ; fo: which reaſon 's, tl;at I call this kind of 
maintebarce, tus minitired to Chriſt, robe a maintenance purely de- 
vctiorary, ard evpreſſive of divine h:mage ; ard neare{ia kin to this, was 
the coutributzorn tothe poor Saints, and Churches, which was in uſe in 
thoſe oayes of the Apoltles, and hr:i Coſpel congrevations of the new 
Teliament, | 

©.1If Cirift had ſuch a liberal mairterarce,as by all that hath bees [aid,hi 
ſeems to havehad ; asdaiſr had a fixed place of abrae ramely at Caperna- 
um, as 1; affirmed of him, Myth, 4.13, How can that be true, which 
he ſaid i: Math, $, 20, The Foxes i ave holes, and the Birds of the air 
bave eſis ; But the Sn cf mar bath nit whereto lay h is head, Math. 
8. 20, 

A. The ineaning of thole words, feemes to be no more then this ; a5 
if Ch:ilt had laid, ro the Scribe (or lea:ned man, 4s "tis inthe margert, 
in the Greex TI gauwt7ws ) nat Came Lo Dm, layirg, aſt er [ w3ll fule 
low thee whereſ2ever then goeſt, B< not wiiltaken man, 1 know thy beact 
thcu Wouldtt tollow me, but for what > not for any /ove thou halt to mez 
but in bepe of gain, or, ſome worldly jrefermert ; but ncither delude thy 
ſelf, nor d:ſſemble wich me, for Iteilchee | lainly, I Have no great things 
for thee, nor for ſuch asthcuart, T7 hey that will follow me, muſt deny 
themſc!l:es, ard take up their croſr : Mj Kingdome is not of this wore, 
] have no ſtate!y pallacer, Or Prizcely houſes, with vaſt eſtates 2nd rewernuct 
delonging tothe ; tis true, Þ have an houſe indeed, :inda cyelling 2 
C aperraum , but tis ameer C:tt.ege, 1N Compriiion, and Hur an hiced 
one £00, 113 none of mine own; the Foxes have more propriety is: thar ho/er, 
and the Birds in thuir neſts among the Trees and Hedges where they 
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baild, then 1 have inany place I come to. Mine Apoſtles and other 
friends entertain m2 infdeed at thetic houſes; ſometimes ] am with 
one, and ſometimes with anther ; ſometimes with Aſerbew, C47, 
g. Io. Soinetimes Wiih Peer, Math, 3. 14. Someil.nes wich Joby, 
Chap. 19. 27. Bur fill as a ge/#, not as an owner call wh) ch Conle 
dered, ] icaile bzleve, you will tollow me, as you lay Whereis verl, 
200. 

©. VVhat may be learnea from thi: e- -amgle of Chriſt's 1! living in ſuch 4 
way y & this, viz, by the kind: eſs of ſuch as were 1: jt: encecty kinſcif T 
mANNEY AS hath bees, declared, ard proved. from the e Sereptures: 

eA. Hence omething way be leaned by the faithful! Miniſters of 
Chrilt ; and ſomething by tone pecple they preach to, and rake palnes 
with, 

©, What may his fanh/u! Minfters learn by it ? 

«A. Toat while hey NC Hp ard do.cr ang £204, 4s Jus Chn:aft 
himſelf did, Act. 10. 38. Teaching che Deftrive of the KingiIme, ſpeak» 
10g, wacre ere they come, the things of He yen, even 1n their ord1- 
nary Ccnverſe (walch 1s one excellen: way of preachi:ig (hit) and 
ſhining fortn OY n their lit wer, they (hall certainly tind enough 
lo he care of chem , for curward Comforts and accommodailons 3 
Chri{t, wiote 0: x they doe, wiil move rhe brarts of men towards them, 
= he Cid towaids himſeli when-he was cn eacth, He will b: epare lome 

2th ew, ſomr Zachenſſes, ſome Martbaes,yea,and fome orannaes tooy 
net is aud Las $05 Of quallity,that (hall moſt freely znd willingly m1niſter to 
ther of thur ſul ſiarce, Atter ne was crucitied and aſcended, did he 
not rail: Fro ou Gaim 5, tome Jiſomr, ſome Iy41a's, and many others 


that mipiitred, : Apciile: and Evangelilts, where ere iney came? 
The ng nate of che new. 7 ZEOURE are full of great inliances for 
this, borh inch? 3 [pels, *e hock of the Aﬀvs, and the Epiltels, and it 
I miil:ke nor, (3% 6 16\ Con + 11.15 19 0:8 meaning of the words of Ch = 


where hete!Is Fi: Diiotes (and 10 t3em, their ſucceiſlo:s }) when h 
cComrants thaw to teach all nations, that S will be witn 


then alwayer, > 8 2 end of the world, Muh. 20. He will be: 
w:! th then. ! at 1« nly (OF) «1jt <0 prete. t cheinf b/ efe tf ; em, intheic 
wok, and (ai bout n Phdr oe of tweir duty ; but alſo. in, ticring up 


th= h:arts of {cme <7 other, to ſupply thetr wants! and necethicies, 
and this ten from © (incere vood will and love, 43 to the Miniſters md 
mefſ-rgers of Catlin. Ani upon this confideration, let none of 
Chriits poor labourers 11 his vinzyard doubt of being provided for, nor 
F 2 de 


be un-villing to be thay miviſired wito, as he their Lord and maſter, we 
ſee, was n0r, 

O. What may thoſe people learn from it, ,among whom theſe faith- 
ful Miniſters and HMeſſengers of Chriſt dos labour and take 

ains ? 

F A, Yhey may, or, rather ought, tolearn from theſe excellent exam- 
ples, to doe the like, They were not recorded for nothing, bur that 
they might be imitated, and. nſed, as patterns, in all following ages. 
H#hatever 1 written, (not only by way of DoRtine, but as examples 
alſo) wAs written for ony learrivg , 1 Cor. 10, 11, Ard whnever 
doe indeed find the berefit and bleſring of a Goſpel Miniftry upon their 
hearts, will preſently yield torhis, as chat which is every way, molt 
. Equitable, juſt, and reaſerable; namely, chat as themſelves doe partake 
ot the ſpiritual chings, which the faithful Miniſters of Ch:it b:ing co 
them, ſo that they ſhould cauſe them to partake of their car-= 
»al things, And this Chriſt himſeli we have ſeen pleades for, in the 
Scriptures before quoted, Muth, 10, 10, and Luk, 10.7. Andche 
Apolile alſo 'largely argues it, with much Rhetorick, and ſtrength of rea- 
ſon, Row, 15. 27. compared with 1 Cor, 9.7,---15.ſBut here let ic be 
well minded, that thoſe that deal with che taichful Miniiters of Cnriſt 
only in a mercenary wen as if they Were but day-/abonring men,or prov nec- 
dy ſtiperdaries, or,as with Eleemoſynaries that muſt reckon u hat they have 
2s 00 better,:hen a meer Alms, as we uſe co ſay ; and eſpecially, if c2ey 
ſcarce get this neither , but in a precaricz4 manner, 28 many a good man 
hath been ſometimes put to, this kind of uſuage will turn to n0 good 1c- 
count, Chriſt and his Apoſiles how ill ſoever treated by others, yet were 
miniltred unto by ſuch as rece:ved their Dtrine , with a much better 
ſpirit ; their maintenance, was, at Jeait, that which is called Honorary, if 
pot alſo purely devotionary, of which latter ſort I have proved that 
which was given to Chirſt, was, 

Q. And if any ſhould atk , for what ſpecial reaſon, the Faith(al 
Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould be thus, not only kindly, but bononrably 
treated 2? 

eF. [ Anſwer, there be more reaſons then one for it, and great ones 
100, TI will mencios three or four, | 

(1.) It is Chrifi's poſitive command by the mouth of the Apoſtle in 
1: Tim. 5.19. Letthe Elders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honyur, eſpecially they that labour 1n the word avd Ditrine, 

('>.) Look what reſpefF or d1ireſpelt, the holy and faithful Miniſters 
os 
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of Chriſt meet with from any, he reckons it as done unto himſelf, yea, 
2nd as done unto his Father tco! Thus in Math, 10, 40. He that re- 
ceiverh you, receiveth me, ard he that rectiveth me, recerveth him that 
entme, Andin Luk. 10,16, He that heartth you htarcth me, and be 
that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me ; ard he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him 
that [ent me, 

( 3.) The holy and faichſul Minitiers of the Goſpel are dignified wich 
the hich tile of Chiilis Ambaſſadors, 2 Cor.g, 20, Now Ambaſſadors 
we know, are alwayes reputed perſons greatly bonoxrable, and that in 
many reſpe&s, both with the Prizce an ſtate they come from, 1s allo by 
that Prince ard people they goe wito, They are men of great eſteem, 
uſually , for wiſdome and krowledge , men of e.xcel/ent carriage and beha= 
viour , Much intereſted in the affeRions of their Kings and Princes, 
whom they ſerve , men of Noble 'extrattion, or for the rare endowments of 
their mids, made Nobles ; thought worthy to be truſted with the great 
affairs and ſecrets of (tate, received where-ere they come, with he 
ſame honours and reſpetts that are due unto their Maſters that ſend them, 
beleived in what they ſpeak in their name, ard by ther commiſnon ; and 
alſo (which is the thipg that cheifly makes for my preſent purpo'e)are 
royally entertained , at the coſt and charge as well of them they" come to, 
2s of them that ſerd them, In like manner ſhould not Chriſt's Ambaſſa- 
dors be eſtremed received and entertained accordingly > What Ambaſſas 
dors come from ſo great and ſo good a King as hisdo © or come upon 
a better errard ? Ambaſladors from a forraign liate though they come 
co denounce War, ' yet are wont to be honourably treated; how much 
more when they come to offer very fair, and acceptable termes of peace; 
apd from an injured Kg too ; and ſuch an injured Kurg, 2$ hath Pows= 
er to revenge upon thaſe he ths offers peace to, with the utmoRt revenge? 
and is not this the very caſe here? This then may well ſerve for ance 
thir great reaſon, 

(4.) The more kind, liberal, and bountiful, any are to theſe faithful 
ſervants and Aliſters of Chriſt, eſpecially, when they doe it upon 
Chriſts account, and for his ſake, and conlidered, as bis Meſſergers and 
Ambaſſadors, and therefore treat them with an honour, and reſpe& 
ſuirable , will i: not be the berter taken , and the more richly reward- 
8d too, at the great day > Doubleſsic will, We read in the 24, Chap. 
of Mathew, from verie 31. to verſe 37, That when the ſon cf man ſhall 
comg in bu glory, and all the holy Argells with him, ther. {-a'l he fit 
wpon the throne of hss glory, and beipg there ip the ſtate and equiquge of # 

King. 


ing, C12! fry to ſeme of thoſz that Rand before him, come ye bleſ- 
ed of my Fatty, mnperit the IK: 1941916 [repared f r yr from the foundati- 
on cf the ,cirid, Waoat 13 this rca 0 ©! this Io kind ara Pri:ely As; 
1Urtatio; ? \ Vay iee in the ic] MP2 Words Fir [ was ar hungrey, 
(that 15, ], in wy members) ard ye gave me meet; I was thirſty, aud 
Je gave me ary bh » [ was a ſirarger,ard yetock mein raked, avd ye cloaths 
eames; i was ich, and ye wilted me; | was wn priſm, avd ye came unto 


3 
pr And tor rhis.ng layer, come ye bleſſed and receive a Kingdome ! A 


Kingonn ! S:mnge extretiion ! They gave a little 2:ttnalls to the baun- 
ory members of Chriſt ; a litt eariile to his thirſty ones ; a ew clath; un- 
To his -aked ones z Open ctiel: d92rs co bis exiled ones; mak: 2 few vilics 
to his /ick anl mmpriſored oxes, And for this he OIVES 2 Kingdome! A 
gloyiores Kingdome! An eterral Kirgdeme ! Oa the richneſs of bus rewards! 
how remarkeble alſo1s that other paſlage, in Math, 16; verie 40, 4r. 
42. Wiere bs {21th not only that be that receveth a Prophet 19 the 1ame 
of a Projhet (hail receive a Prophets reward; avid he that receiveth a 
righreous man inthe nzme of a righteous man, (hall reccive 2 r19hte= 
ous mins reward ; but whoſoever ſhall give to drivh , to ore cf bs little 
ores 2cup of cold water only, i” the name of a D:ſciple, (hail in 19 iſe 
loſe his reward, What a 11ch reward ſhall he have then that viverh 
wire # I] remetnber a five ſtory, that a Heathen Author hath (is 
/E!tar in his various Hiſtory ) It beirg acuſtome when ary of the Kings 
of Perſia paſſed through the country 1» progreſs, for every ov.4 that meets 
the Kirg, or 11:t0 whoſe view he came, to offer hm ſome preſent, cr ether: 
LA Stretds, a poor Shepherd ſpywg the approach of the Ki $407 A fud-, 
der erm: wav pdablyupou him, having »9 other thing to give, rrrs t1- 
meadiately toa River veer by , called by the rame of Kg Cyrus bis 
River , axd catching vp a little water 1n the hollow of his hard, falls dews 
befere the Kir'g as he poſſe by, ard ffers him this hardful of water with 
theſe words, Turixupe Ulm « ] bonour thee with king (rus bu water, 
Ar which :& both of Icvalty and ingenuity, the Kirg was to taked, that 
he appoints his water to be rectived inioa Cup rf Gold, commanding 
the poor ſrepherd ro wait upon Sp piont at Court ; and 
accorCirgly be did fo, and then Faw Its viater returned to him 
20210 from the Kirgs own bard, with the rich cup th-t it vaspur IN, 
togerher with a purie of Geld, and a coſtly Per/i9n Robe to wenn, x5 4 mark 
0* the Kires favenr, And ſhall ns Chriſ's rewards think ye, be Oreat 
ther, even tor ſuch a hindre's at tier, tia pror Heathen Prixce thovohr 
ue ortay of ſuch a recemperſe ? the whole carth, with all the, riches 
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and treaſures in if, c:nnot 74147 In value, the leaſe of thiſe rewards that 
Ckritt will give, to every obe that bath bzen kind to him, and co any, 
for his lake, 

O. But in the mean whi le before that great day of reward comes have thoſe 
that carry ut the; Lindly, liberally, ard bourtifully rowards Chriſts 
faith ful eAMirijierr, 10 preſent. cavantage by what they ſo do ? 

A. Yes, they tiave a twofold great benefit by 1, thatis, reward 
enoug®, even leie, izthuw.rid, were theie Bo More to Come. For 
ficit , chey that bave a heart ficelygreadlsy and willingly, withour by- ends 
or reſpeAs thus to cariy it towards, Chrilts precious lervan:s and accor= 
dingly faile 3ct,as occalion (erves, to expreſs 1t,inreal att, vherher, by af- 
fellionate extertainment at their houſes, or ſeaſonable mwiiſtraticns to thelr 
wants and necellicies in any other way ; have thereby an evidence within 
their own b:eaſts, that Chriſt by his 1»flver tral ſpirit of Grace, hath towo rnd, 
ſtirred up and woved nei; hearts hereunto, The wile wen of the © aft 
had never undertaken that long purxey, as they did, with the richeſt pre- 


ſents that Perſia, (or eArabia, 3s (cme, rather, think) which was tnetr 


Country) afforded, viz. G-la, Franchi: cerſe, and  Ihrrh, to preſent 
to Chritt, when he was newly bo:n at Bethichemw, ( Math, 2, 11.) 
If Chritt himſelf by his Divine power had wor firlt touched 
their hearts with bis grace, as well as created the Starr, on purpoſe, 
for thei: co::dutt, nor han Matthew the Publican, or rich Zachens, or Simon 
the leper, or Simon the Phariſce, or Mary ard Martha, or the great Lady 
Joarra , the wife of Chvz.s, Herods ſteward, or: the many «thers that 
are named, eſpecizily of good women (4 great honour ro ther fex) mr- 
»iſtred to Chriſt, ard his Apoſtles,as they did, it he had not [iirred them 
up unto it, by the inward tecret imprefſions he tade upon thein, Se- 
condly, they may likewiſe from hence conclude, that rhey are, and 
ſhall be, bleſſed of the Lo:d , bleſſed In their per/oxr, bleſſed in heir 
eſtates, in their trader, 11 all tnar helcnos co then); in ther biker, In 
their ſtere, intheir Sheps, War ehouſes, yea, and in their Baras, and 
Storehouſes, Deuter. 2878, 11, 12, Inthe Cy, 19 the Country 5 They 
ſhall be every where, andeve:y way bleiled : and is nor this reward 
enough, were there ncthing clſe behing 2? bur befides this, for farther 
eemort avd encouragement, let ſuch kind hearted friends ro Ch:1(t, 2nd 
his Faithful Miniſters, or any otners of his, people, read, and apply, (as 
they juſily may) thoſe greac exprefiioneg, which are recorded, and 
laid down,as molt nrdoubred truths 1n many Scriviures, of which take 
necea fey inſtances, Hc<b, $:2.465- 70 age good, and to COmmut,icatt, for 
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rt mt, for with ſuch Sacrifices Grd is - well pleaſed, The reaſon is, 
becauſe the Altar from whence che!c Src:ifices are indeed cffered with 
ſuch a ſpiric a8 1s here mention=d ,an2d meant, namely a deligat in doing 
pood, I$the heart : heart-(ervice, and heart-duties, of all ſorts, are moſt 
pleaſing unto God, and (hall be wr/t rewarded, Ic is a fine ftory which 
we have of the Apoſtle Paulin Pailip, 4. from ver, 10. To vet. 20, 
V Vhere he declares (and that as a perman of the holy Ghot) di- 
verſe great things concerning the Chnrch of Philippa ( otherwiſe called 
Philipp: or Philippos has 

(t.) Thac they had a care of him, eſpecially inthe time of his pgreat- 
eſt ſufferings, when he ood in molt need of their help, namzly when he 
was a preſoner at Rome (a5 is recorded, Pail, 1. 12, 13. ) which being 
T place of great d:ſtages from Philippa, no le's then 628 Englith miles, 
( ayes Burting,) did eime , occalion an ewi/ſeo of their ſending to 
him, for want of convenient opportunity and meanes of ſending, rather 
then any forgerfullneſs or negleft of him , as Pal himſelf excuſerh them 
verſ. 1o, Wheren, yewere alſo careful, (ayes he, but ye lacked. opportu- 
"ny. 

(2.) Thac thisold care, which they had ofbim, did revive again, 2g 
ſoon as they could find out a way for his re/efe, (which, fince they could 
Set no other) was by ſending one on purpoſe to him, one of their 9w7 
number, Epaphroditus, by name, verſ, 18. VVho ic ſeemes, brought 
aliberal gift tohim, ſo liberal, and expretſive of their bounty, that he 
ſayes, he had afulneſs by it ; ſuplpyer,no: obly for his neceſvities, but 
for his conveniences too, if not beyond that allo, a5 thoſe word (4Tix) 
mira, wei )but [ bave all, and abonnd, do intimate. Hence "tis 
that he ſaith, their care flouriſhed towards him, v. To, In the Greek it is 
more empaattical then our tranſlation renders ir, being put into the mar- 
einal note, though not into the text, ye have flouriſhed again cvi36M7% 

our care for me, 'cis a metaphor, as the Learned Eſriv, alſo, Hyperins, 
and Theopbylalt doe well obſerve) taken from Plants, Flowers, and Trees 
that ſeem to be as 'cwere dead inthe winter, yer put forth again in the 
fpring,und flouriſh beautifully : ſo did their care of holy and ſuffering Paul 
when he was at Theſſalonica (2 City in e Macedonia, ſtanding on the mouth 
of a river called Echedorws, 932 Englith miles from Feru/a/em North 
Welt, ſayes Bunting) before his impriſonment at Rome, theſe worthy 
| Chriſtians, among the Philippians, minittred ro his neceſutty once and 
+ apa 71, 28 himſelf alſodeclares, verſe 86, Butthen he was neer to them, 
noe above four or five Engliſh miles, (if Bunting's account be right) 
and 


2nd ſo might doe ic wit2 eaſe, and without auch trouble , or danger 
co a0y, Buriniheir (ending co him fo far as Rome, and ts: te Priſon there, 
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Experierice found, Se. thy itory of ht. tn Pailip, 2. tron: veil, 25, 
co the end of the Chapter 3 whers after high comir £rcaticns of Tr= 
mathy, 20, he ſaith, ſerves ,im2, as a ſon ſerver bps Etherjintae things 
of the Goipe!, verf. 22, And whom be promite:h to fend ihovely ro them 
aS a perſon, that hid not tis fellow for his dear Jove tothemy ard the nas 
tnral care he tork of thuy. ſlate, v, 20, he, at preſent, ſends back agzin 
to tnem cheir own CMeſſerger, Epaphroditus, concrning waom, and of 
the Capger he was In, by tealon of a ſickneis taken in Qt long journey, 
he writes thus; JT ſupp:ſed it uecefſary to ſerd to you Epiptroditus,my Bro- 
ther and companion in labour , and felldw Souldier, but your mejſ-nger 
(475 00 ) aud be that miniſtred 19 my wants, for he loyged after jou. ', and 
was full of heavineſs, becauſe that ye had heard that be had beer: fieg : For 
indeed be was ſich nigh unto death; but Grd hat mercy 3% him and nt on bum 
only, but on me alſo, leſt I [Fould have ſcrrow ,up3% ſorrow, I ſent hims there= 
fore the more carefully, that when je [ce him again, ye may rejoyce, and that 
I may be the lt\s ſorrowful. Recerve him therefore 1s the Lord, with all 
gladreſs, and hold ſuch in reputation (Tvs TuT»s o» ms *xi72, have ſuch 
10 honourable elteem) becauſe for the wark of (hriſt be w..s »1;h unto death, 
not regardiv; his life to ſupply your lack of ſervic: towards we. It leemes 
this Epap;-oditys was an excellent man (but whether an Officer in the 
Church a: Philippa, or ſome other of the molt emirent members, 1s 
not men:ioned) for the Apokle Paul gives him a rare Charatter, calls 
bim 'hi Br:they, compariin in labuurs, and felow S:uldier, which he 
would never have done, had he not been worthy of {ſuch titles, and 
thereupon tells the Ph:/ippiars , that he deſerved an high elicem among 
chem. | 

3. Thi:dly, The Apofle. Paul goes on further to declare, that this 
their care of him in miniſtring to his wares (lo he terms it, Phll., 2.25. ) 
or co his necelicy (io he phraſeth it, Phil, 4. 16.) was well dons, and 
was a communicating with him in bs affliction, Chap. 4. 1 1. Thereby 
intimacing, that for 7:cþ Saints to releive the poor Saints ; and for ſuch as 
arg at liberty, to vi/it, ſend to, and take care of the {uffering ſervants 

4 priſeners of Jeſus Carilt, is a bleſſed work, yea, ſo bleſſed, 
chat 

4. He calls it no other, then the work of Chriſt, P11, 2.30, And 
ſuch a Work of Chriſt tooy a8 is very acceptable, ard will pleaflg _ 

G Go 


Gd, Phil, 4. 18. The Greek werds there uſed are very emphatical in 
their ſerſe and figrification, and are exolained by a.great metaphor, viz, 
an Odour of a ſweet ſmell (bpiv Iadias) the veiy Time phiate that is 
uſed by the Holy Gholt,-to ſet forth that wonderful ard never to be match- 
ed love that Chiilt himſelt expreſled rowaras poor lingers, When he gave 
himſelf a Sacrifice te God for them, Eph, 5.2, AS 1 the ({upplyivg the 
wants and neceſſitie; of the taithiul Minitiers of Jeſus Chcift, eipecially, 
when in a ſuffcr1-g condition, were the wiry next higheſt aft of love that 
could be exprefied inthe world, And thetetore. 

5. The Apoſtle concludes with this afſurarce to tae Philippians, that 
ſince God had given them ſo truly generoms, and religioufly brave a [1i- 
rit, thus to own him iD bis affli tions, yea abd to contribute ro him, and take 
ſo ſingular a care of him, that God world (they might verily be periwa- 
ded) ſup;ly all their need. How ? not ſparingly, but accordirg to hu rich- 
&s 11 glory, by (hrift Jeſu, Pail, 4.19, God never was yer (oor never 
will be ) behind hard 10 recompenſing any that have thewed love io him 
or his, And that we may be well aſſured of thir, ſee iv what mauver the 
Holy Ghoſt exprefieth bimſelf about ir, 18 Heb. 6. 10, Fer God & »ot 
wunrighteczs, to forget your work, avid labour of love, which ye bave ſhewed 
towards his vame, in that ye have miniſtred unto the Saints, ard doe mini- 
fter. Macke the wo:ds, God himſelf 18 pleaied, to let it be accounted 
an wirighteors thing , it he reward not the bounty of av! towards big Saints, 
provided it be in/ove to chem, and in pwure good 111d, allo done ro watd 
his Name and upgn bis account. T might be large upo.r this Subzeet, 20d 
find much moreto ſay to ity from the Scriptures both of the ol4 and new 
Teftawent, but I will mention only one infiarce more, and to pail= away 
ro What will nex: follow, Ic 1s in 2, Cor, the 8. and 9, Chaprece. 

Where is left upon record the excellent ſpirit of love and b:,vity which was 
ſound in the (hurches of EAacedoniatows; ds the afflicted Church of Je- 
ruſalem and the p*or Saints there 3 and alſo of ſuch of the Corinthians, 
as had aforward mivd to the like bountyes, as:the Apolile intimates 
2 Cor. 9, 2. For the opening of which ewo Chapters I ſhall breifly obſerve 
two things. | 

£« The high commendations, ever to beating, which the Apoſtle gives 
of the Church of Corinth, or, at leaſt of ſome ct them, to them of £Ma- 
$ederia iD thele worCs, v.12. AS touching the miniſtring to the Saints, 
"tis ſuperflutys for 716 10 write to you, for [ know the forwaraneſſe of 
Jour mina , f;r which 1 boaſ# of you to them of Macedonir, that Achaia 
(io «uct part of Greece Corinib {cod ) was ready a year ago ; and 
JOny 


your 22al hath provcked very many, Though this word (awrie-) i 
t:ap{11ied wwiſtring, be moſt peculiarly, a word of Frrtbion, belong, | 
ig to the Deaovs of a Church, in diftributing what is given co the poo:® WM 
AQs6.1,/2., Yetit iS often uſed for the contributions of thoſe Cherche WM 
er, or perſons, and for their bounty therein expreſſed, cur of which th 
d:iſiributios aforeſaid are made ; and ſo 'cis to be underſtood here, yet 
ſo , that not only this ſpecial kind of ſervice is meant by it, bur any, or 
every other ſervice, chat is performed by me, of Arge!s, unto the. 
Saints, 1s called a mumſtration, Thus the whole work of the Apoſliles, } 
in Preaching the Goſpel, in conſtituting and ſetting Churches, and in con-+ 
firmivg , ruling, and governing of ther, is expreſled by this ſame wird 
iD the Greek, AR, 1.179, 25, Coloſl, 4, 17. 2 Tim. 4. 5, Alſo that 
artendarce Which Angells give, and the kind cfices they perform unto them 
that (hall be Hers of ſalvation, 18 called a miniltring unto them, Heb. 
1, 14, Now concernibg this, ſayes the Avoltle, I account it ſuper fluores to 
write to you, a3 if he had ſaid, though [| do write, yet there's no need 
I ſhould as to your good welinatior, and diſpoſuion, to this duty ; you 
have no need of ſpurrs, you run faſt evough already , even of your own 
accord, for I know the forwardneſs of your rai7d (TeWpias) The prompt=- 
neſs, or readyseſs of it, as tis, tranſlated. 2 Cor, 8. 11. Or willing- 
neſs, ſo'tis rendered there, v, 12, eveniuch a readyne(s, and willing- 
nef as Cartyes an holy alacrity in it, anda joy of beart , at ſuch an op-= 
porrunity of ſhewing love to Chriltt, Of this Alacrity ard readineſs of 
mind, which the Apoſtle tincs in theſe Cormebians, be now makes 2B 
holy Braff, and noiſeth 1t abroad among the Churches of Macedonia, | 
another part of old Greece, no leis (\ayes Buntirg) chen 292 Encliſlh WM 
miles from Philippe in Macedomia, where Paul now was, and from W 
wherce he wrices cn1s Eviltle to the Cormnt brany, as he had done the for- 
me”, And farther adds, that their zeal (GAG) provoked very many, 
The example of it was of preat efficacy ; the word inthe force of it, 
1 very ſignifi cane, expreiling 4 burning love, a fervent beat of all they 
affeftions, bubling and doyling rogetber in them, towards the objeRs of ir'z 
the effe&s whereof, were a»ſwerable, in the moſt liberal contributions 
which they made : For they were a rich people, abourding in wealth ; this 
City of Cormth being a famom place of 'Merchandize, (18 Strabos writes) 
and more reſorted tothen any place in the World beſides. So fair and goodly a 
City 'wa$ it, and ſo commodionſly buile for trade, Concerning this City 
Euſeb.us allo wrirer,and laithychat even in Samuels time, which was above 
an clever; hundred yeares before Chrilt, ic had many ſtately ſlruftnres i 
: & 2 It 


ic,*aiſed bj one Alzthe, who reigned a King in it. But about 145 yeares be< 
fore Ch: ilt (according to Florus, and Livey in bis Decad:) the Romans 
being provoked by the vſolencies of the proud inhabitants thereof, ſent 
Lucins Mummmw their Conſul avaicliir, who took it, and #4r:t it to the 
orcurd , finding a wo:ld of Gold, Silver, coſily Braſſe, Plate, aud meſt 
curicrs Piſtures init, qgAnd thus it contirned waſt for about an hundred 
years, and then was rebmilt again by Julins Ceſar, Firlt Emperor of Rome, 
" and quickly recovered 1ts antient glory, for trade,and wealth, being 
converted to the Chrifitan faith by the Apoſile Pal, abcut forty yeares 
after Chrilt, Such then of the Citizens as were thus converted, ( being 
divers of then no doubt ot ir, rich Merchants, and of great eſtates) gave 
very freely, Wille the Apoſtle was among them, towa:ds the releif oi their 
pcor brethren, 25 well as to Par himſelf, and tte refit that labcured 
there 1a the Word and Dot: ine, which Panl having tad lo much experi= 
erce of adcut 2 year before he writ this ſecond Epittle to them, as him- 
ſelf hete expreicly {ayes (while he affirms of Achbaia, that it wasready 
a year ago, V. 2.) takes an occation thus highly ro commend, This then 
is che fcltehing 1 was willing totake nctice of for the opening of this 
Scipture, | | 
2, The Apcliic having thus highly commended theſe (Corinthians to the 
Macedomans , ard made his boaſt of them, yet for fear lealt they 
ſhould grow co! by his abſence, ant abate of this their holy zeal, both to 
hu reproach and ſhame, as well a9 theic ow», therefore he (ends meſſengers 
before-hand to ibem tro prepare them,and wars them againſt himſelf, and, 
harpily,{cme oi the Af{aceaorians with him (houldcome & viſit them, which 
it leem's he had a purple to doe, thus in verſ, 3, 4,5, Yet have [ ſert the 
brethren, tall our boaſting of y1u ſhould be in vain, 1s this beha'f ; that, 
as I ſaid, ye may beready, leaſt harly , if theyof Macedonia come with me 
ane fird yeu wirepared, we (that we lay fot ye ) ſhould be afhamed of 
thi ſame c15fident boaſtivg ; therefore ] thought it xeceſſary to exhirt the 
brethren , that they wou'd go before unto yi, ard make up before - bard 
your bity (5/2/7128 blelſing ) whereof ye had notce before, that the 
ſame might be ready, 45 a matier of bounty, and not as of covetouſre(r, See 
what a time!y catticn the Apoſile here gives, to prevent the «/arace 
that otherwiſe mioheariſe ro him and them, if they ſhould not make 
g924 his commendations of them, Paul, no doubt of it, conſidered bw 
buſie Satan wonld beto hinder ſucha good work, and how ape mens hearts 
are, ever the very belt, to comply with his remprations, and to fla in 
their orrn duty, 1; chat old Proverb be true any where, (abwidans cau- 
tells 


tela non nocet) much caution hurts rot, tobe ſy 
of all. And chereiore the Apctile thinks it not exough to write to them 
and jkeep their hearts warm by his letrers ; but ſends meſſengers too, 
and that z»zore then one, as that word Brethren intimates. Now Wiiac 
and wno,tiiefe vrethren were, that fe thus ſends, is in parc exprefled in the 
fore-going Chapter v, 6. and from verſe 16, to 24. Indeed one? o: 
them 1s named to us, Lac 18 Titms, whom he muco CO:mends for bz; ears 
eſt care 'f them, and bi forward; of his own accord, tg come unto them, 
Tis true, lairh he, exkorted him co come to you, but iound him fo very 
ready , thar, even before I ſpake, ic was the matter of his own \free 
chotle to come (4vSuipt 7 $Z8AIv DE85 Vauas ) and his forwardneſr, Was 
pot ordinary, but more then crdirary, as the Greek reads it very elegantly, 
(oweduorp©r Is vmyray 2 Cor, s, I7.) And this not meerly f;c:n a peice 
of good ;ature in him, buras one ttirred up of God hereunto, ſor fo he. 
ſayes, verſ. 16. That God had pat this earneſt care for them tito the heart 
of Titus, and thereupon gives him the thanks of it, A co0d leflon for all 
Carili's Minilters to lexrn, ana the people too, they have the Char2e and 
care of, But there are two others mentioned (though not by name) thac 
it ſeetns, went along with Tits ard accompanied bi, in this "his long 
journey , of almolt three hundred Epglith miles from Philipp: to Corinth, 
a deſcripiion of the firlt whereof we have inverſ, 18, And of the crher 
in ver!, 22, In verſe 18. And we have ſent with hins the broth cr whoſe 
praiſe is 8 the Goſpel, throughout all the Chnrchar, Woo tris woully 
pe:ſon war, that Paul gives this Character of, 1s not certainly 29-ced 
upon by writers. Jerome and Ambreſe Conceive (Was Lake tat is livre 
meant, and ſo doth the Autacr of the [ſcription at tte cn of the 
EpiRle, it being there ſaid char 1t was wricten from Phrl.ppi a C ity 1:0 Mas 
cedinia by Titus and Lucas ; but e:hers think it migatioe Barnabas, or 
Apoll-r, wio were men very famous allo, and coat trough all the Church 
es, for their excellent grfts 11 preacting 0! the Golpel,, as is recorded 
of themin AR 4. 36. and x1, 23. andi;, 2, 7, 43; 46. «cncerning 
Barnabas, and of Apollos, in Act. 18. 24,--28, and 19. 1, Wheze cis 
expreſſely ſaid that Apolios was at Corrmth, Perhaps both theſe mighc 


be ſent with Tits, or at lealt, one of them, if Luke were one 


that went. For in verſe, 22>8third per/on mult be undeciicod, as the 
words there plainly import ; And we have ſent with them (mark ehar, with. 
them)our brother, whom we have oftentimes proved 4:/1gent 11 mary th $1g5,but 
vow much more diligent, upon. the preat confidence which | bave (Margenr, 


' he bath) you, This allo, was 1: ſeems, an excelent min ard of greac 


diligence 


re Us true here, moſt” 


—_ 


diligence in this wire of piety, namely, inthe Colle{t;9n5 for the Saints ; nor 
Was it reckoned, citner an #nneceſſary, 0: a mean (ervice, NIL wineceſſae 
7.» becauſe dy D-vire rſtitution, as is evident, not only from Acts 6, 
3. Butſcom the g:h verſe of this Chapter, VVaere we read, thar theſe 
perſ-n5, and ome think Timothy alio were choſen of the Churches, 0 
travel trom place to place with the Apoſtle Paul; and by his direRion, 
beſides the help they gave him, in Preaching, where ere they came, and 
went along with him, © goe and colleft ſuch ſumms of money, as the ſe» 
veral Churches every Were were wore to gre, more or leſs, tor ſupport- 
ing their minuſterial w2rk, releit of the poor, and other incident charges, 
And as this was not an unneceſſary work, but very greatly neeaful, and 
n{eful, ſo it was no meas ſervice, Hence "tis, that as the Apolile calls T1 
ra his partoer, and Fellow helper, or Fellow worker (noworn'& xz ew 6s) 
tote calls bim, and the reſt of the brethren imployed as he was, CMeſſen- 
pers of the Churches (Wm) and the glory of Chriſt ( Sia yes?) 
crea: wo:ds! they Were ſuch as did very much adorn the Goſp:l ; as by 
taei: excellext graces, and boly converſation, ſo by their faithfullneſs, di- 
lageuce, and cheerfulneſs in this work, though It was a Work of preat la* 
bour,and c:ſt them many a long tedious and weary journey, o 2n0ver all Gras 
ia, Achaia, EMacedriia, and other places to perform this ſervice, yel 
they did it with ſo brave a mind, and with ſuch an 1ff:Rionite heart and 
love to Sainte, and i them, ro Chrilt, that they are (2id co be even 
glory to him, that is, glorioms witneſſes, of the glorious grace he hid fil- 
led cheir hearts with, Whence we may obſerve by che way, that LO goe 
up and dawn among the tich Saints, and Churches of Corilt, ro make cole 
lefticns, or to make a purſe (as we now call it) an1 faithfully t» diſtyi. 
bute v;har is ſo 'gotten, to the poor evembers of Cnritt, whether in pro 
fo, orourt of 1', Whether in /ichneſr, or under any other ſufferings, in 
o7e kind, or another, is a ;very honourable imployment, and a true Cha. 
rafter of ſuch as are more then ordivarily emmernt in grace, Such beggars 
for Chriſe , ate the very glory of Chriſr, and of the true Chriſtian Reli- 
gi0v. And though we put not any the leaſt merir in it, yer we may 
ſafely give ic the honour the Holy Gholt here doth. This then ig 
a ſecond thing, for the farther opening of this famous Sctip- 
cure, 

3. The Apoſtle proceeds to a new argument , from the example of 


the Churches .of MMaredoria, even of the poor Churches there, to pros 


voke them, the ricb (burch of Corrmth, Thus Chapter 8. 1.--6. More- 
over brithren , we do you to wit of the grace of God beſtowed on the Chuych= 
"3 


es of Macedunia ; how that in a great trial of affiiftion, The abundance of 
their joy, ard thuir deep prverty abourded to the riches of their libe-ality, 
for tother power ([ bare record) jea, ard bryond their power they were wil- 
ling of themſelues, praying us with rauch entreaty, that we would receive 
the gift, a4 take upos 1 the fellowſhip of mwiſtring to the Saints, And 
this they ata, 0t as we hoped (that is, ever above and beyond what we 
hoped ) ##t firt gave themſcies ro the Lord, and mito wby the will of 
God, \WLat ajaie paticin was here for the Church of Corinth to walk 
by. The Churches of facedoria had been in the Furnace, their graces 
had endured and were refived, by the fiery trial, and among others their 
Charity is io embrightned, that ic ſhines here like av Orienr Diamond ; 
ſome of the molt ſparkly reflettions whereof are ſuch us theſe, 

| 1, Thetr joy at the opportunity, 

2, Their lberaliry, yea the riches of it, 

3. Not only to fallzeſs, bur even to an abyudance, Thelr joy abiunds 
and their /iberality abowr. ds, and both theſe , from the very depth of perry, 
(# x?84In5 Fair) which made them 

4. ToaQt, as the Apolile bears them record, beyord their pwer, Like 
the widow that in her;her two m1ces gave more then they that vave much 
greater ſums, becaule (he gave her all ( 30v? Bly fayes Muck 12, 44. 
dmura F Bier) (ayes Luk. 21, 2.) but they out of their ſuperflaicy, 
Aſ mall gift nay be of great value, whenout of arich mind, T: is ce- 
corded of a yozd Atiniſter, that when he fad but three prrce for his 
whole ſtcck, yer he gave itawayto a poor biother; and of another, that 
when a pool werizan big with Child wanted a bed to lye on, gave her his 
own bed, and lay bimieliin fraw, Very memorable and fam: are the 
ſtories of this aburdart love, even from the very depthof poverty, iohich 


-we have reco-ded in the Att and Monuments of Mr. 1 ayl:r of Hadtey, 


Martyr Gules of Bruſſell;, and mavy ctners, mencuoned in writers, boch 
ancient and modern, 

Other arguments there are Which the Apoſt!': makes 2reac tiſe of, 
from the example of Chriſt, who being rich, yet for our [as L:came poor, 
that wwe, through bis poverty might be made rich, (hap..* 9. From 
Gods Acceptation, even of a little, if oiven viith 2 w:/ Mg 7 -4, verſe 
11, 12, Sic minimo capitur Thuris Honore Dei, A liulc of twis mncerſe 


' from a /»:cere'y ſimpatbizing heart, makes a great perfume in Heaveo. - 


From che e21derce that hereby is gives both of che ryweb aud eminency 


; of their gr«ce,!Chap, 9. 9g, 14. from the abmdert recomper/c that God 


1s WCnt LO Make to them that give liberally, for they that ſow berurnifull 
ſha! 


ſhaii r:ap bcuxtifully, Chapter 9.6, 7, 8. From the rich cr:p of thark* 
fulneſs vinicn Goo himſelf gets, for lil:ring up the kearts, and opening 
the hands, of Inch grneroms and chearful benefattors, Chap. 9, 9,11, 12, 
13. From the help and bevefi: of tagir prayers, wioſe bowtl's they have 
refreſhed, veiſe 14, All waich the'(carelul reader, by conſulting the leveral 
verſes quoted, may muca amplific in its meditations, and luck mach ſweet = 
reſs from , eſpecially, if he bz ſuch an one as prafiiſerh wiac be 
2ads, : 

Q. After this large diſcuurſe of Chriſt's and his eApoſiles way of 
maintenance and ſubſiſtence in the world, ard of that itteneral Miniſtr yS@hich 
they exerciſcd whilſe they lived on the Earth ; as alſo of ſome of the particu- 
lar places thas Chriſt was entertained in, occaſioned from t he frrquent viſits 


h: made to the heuſe of Martha ara Mary > pray, what «1d Chriſt d, inthe 


aforeſaia places ard houſes where at any time he came, ard was entertained, 
ai a oueſt 9 

A, eAs-inall other places where ere he came, whether more or leſs 
publick, he went abeut preaching the G-ſpel of the Kingdome, as we read 
if the ſeverai Evangelitis, Math. 9. 35. Mark 6.6, Luk. 13. 22, ſoal- 
ſo, in private houſes he did the like, and particula:ly, here at Bethany, in 
che bouſe of Martha, 

©, Doe yiu call that Preaching which ts merticned of Chriſt in this in» 
ſtance of Mary, her /itting at the feet of Jeſus, and bearing 'f bis wordr, 
might it not be @ conference rather, and an wierlocatory «(courſe between 
them © - 

A. Should thac be granted, yer, whatever Chriſt uttered, whether 
one way, or other, was al! Preaching ; hu lips, like ill es, were alwayes 
dropping ſweet ſwelling myrrh, Cant, 5.13. Grace was prured ito them, 
Pſal.45.2. So that the Spouſe ipake nothing gbur truth of this be: lelowed, 
ip ſaying that bis mouth conti-wuaily was moſt ſweet, Cant, 5.16. Butio 
thisplace, the words of (Chriſt which ſary fo diligently attended to, 
ſeem to be ute:es /ermon-wiſe, ard o doe imerpiete;s £eacrally carry 
It, 

O. Did Chriſt Preach to one /ingle perſon, namely to Mary only ? for 
we find none elſe named but (ht, and b; briſt chiding her our Martha, for not 
doing 4s CMary aid : it ſeems very improbable therefore that this was a 
ſet Preaching ,doth it 1:05 2 

A. There is one word inthe very text, that gives go:d ground to be- 
ive that there was more compauy preſent, then ary only ; for ” 

| read, 


& vw 


read, that Mary alſo ſat ar Jeſus feer; that alſo is a plain intimation 


? of others preient \belides Mary : Why might nor Sims the Leper be 


there too ? For when Chriſt was at Simons houſe, Mary, and Martha, 
and their brother Lazarus were all at his houſe, Joh. 12, 2, 3. and why 
mighc not be be at thei;s ? very probably he was, and other friends and 
neighbours beſndes: For where-ever Chriſt came he was fl:icked to, and 
ſomecrimes in ſuch »umbers, that the houſe or place where he was, could nt 
hold them. At Caperraum When it was vo1ſed that he was 11 as hiuſe theregie 
is laid, ffraticway mary were gathered together, inſomsch that there was 
xo room to recerve them, »9, n9t ſo much as about the doors while he preached 
the word unto them, Mark 2,2, So that 'tis evident,even beyond diſpute, 
that he was very much throvg d atter,and [o foll;wed with a preaſſe of people, 
that it was no eahie thing to come gnear him, Mutk 3, 9,10, Luk, 5. 
t, and $8.45. [1 which places compared, we tind, he was as well prei- 
ſed after tor bis D-(rine,as for his curer;to be beard, as well a8 to be toucks 
ed, and well he might, tor who ever Preached ſuch Doltrive as he did ? 
who revealed heaven lo ? who ever declaied thoſe glorious purpoſes, 
nd thoughts of good will that had been inthe Fathers heart from all Eter- 


nity towards poor ſinners, burhes I fay, whe but he, either did this, 


or could do rt © no, he that ever was, and (ill is, in this his Fathers 
boſome, dcc/ares him, Joh 1, 18, He, and nove elle, which while tie doth 
how are the people rav:/hid that hear him ? the very Officers that were 
ſent to apprehend him, when they heard him Preach, could not 
fird in their hearts to do it, and being reproved by the cheif Preiſts and 
Phariſees for 1's they avſwered, never man ſpake like this man, Joh. 7. 
47. Thus at the City of Nazareth when he was Preaching upcp thele 
words of the Propher Elay, Chap. 61.1. The Spirit of the Lord is up- 
on me, becanſe he hath anointed me to Preach the Goſpel to the poor; he 
bath ſent me to heal the broken hearted , to Preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and the recovering fight to the blizd ( He means, blind minds 
here, not blind eyes) to ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed, to Preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord, I ik. 4.18, 19. it 18 {aid, verſ, 20, That 
he cloſed the 690% .an1 begin to (p2rk pan tagle words; mack ther pallage, 
he cloſed the bo:k, Thar ie, as tocn a3 ever ne nad rea the text he inten» 


. ded to Prezch upon, ther hecl:/jea the Book, and ſo went on to ſpeak; 


it ſeems, he di not Preach by nutes, nor read all he ſaid, and turn 
Preaching (which proper!) is to ſpeak from memer y ) into meer reading, as 
too many now 4919 our dayes, bur did his work right Preacber-'be, and 
at ſuch a rate too, Io corvmoingly, lo ſweetly, lo powerfully, tha: "Is 
lard 


ſaid, all that heard him, bare bims witneſr, aud wondered at the fr acions 
Words which proceeded out of bis mouth, verſ, 22, Words that did not obly 
3»[:ghtey their beads, but warm'd their hearts, The like we find of him 
whe ne Preached at Capernanm, vet, 31, 32. Where the text 1aith, 
th:y were aſtoniſhed at bus Doſtrine ; for bus words were with power, The 
O:icinal aords in verl. 22. £Saueatoy tranſlated (wwdered) and in verl. 
32. (ESTANTGonTo tranſlated (aftoriſhed) uſed allo, upon the lame occahion, 
(v2. thi;reen times more 10 the meV Tettamentc, In 1ath. 7. 28, and 
8. 27. 200 13. 54. and 10, 25. and 23. 3}. Mark 1. 22, and 6, 
d. and-7;. 37: and 10, 26, and 11. 18. Luk. 2. 47. and g. 43. 


/ MS TIT ___s | | 
Act, IJ, TY a:etc be underſtood of tucha wornderir:.0, and amaz'ng 


aſtoniſhmert, a; very much aft ift; all the ſenſes, both inward and outward : 
2nd, in ſome places, is rendezed an altoniſhmen:, beyord, or withcur 
meaſure ; an :(tcoviſhmenc that Carrves one, as 'twere, out of ones ſelf, 
A kind of u:expr-ſſible exſta/ie ; Now then he beipg lo famcrs a Preacher, 
even beyond all compare, iuch as the world rever bad betore, nor v8ver 
ſhall have the like ; can 1t be imagined that: he ihould come to ©IMar- 
tha's heu'e, ard Preach there, and have ncre to hear þim, but 
Mary ovly > "tis no way probable when Poter cnly, one of his poſter, 
came to the houſe of Cornelius the Centurion to Peach, it 15 aid» 


that Corre'ins called together hu kinſmen , and vicey friends, to hear him 


ARs 10. 24, 33. And doubtleſs the like was done here, woen 4 great- 
er then. Peter, even Peters Lo:d and Maſter, was Preaching 1n the houſe 


of Martha. 

©. What day ef the weth was it that Chriſk Preached here in 
phe bouſe of Martha ? was it on the Sabbath, or on any otherday ? 

eA. 1: is moſt probable that ic was not on the Sabbath, but on ſome 
ether day :f the week. 'For on the Sabbath dayes he was wont to Preach 
publictly and that alwayer, either io the Temple, ac Feruſalem , or 15 their 
Sy-ag'ews when in other parts. as himſelf tells us, in Job, 18, 70, 
1 ſpabe cperly to the World, | ever taught i= the Synagogue, 
ard in the Temple, whither the Jews alwayes reſrt, [I ever (chatly, 
wpon the Sabbath dayes ) taught wn pubiick, where, any (hat would bad 
liberty to hear me, and in ſecret have I ſaid nothing where-ever [ 
war, 1 hid pecple enough were witneſles tomy DoRrine. Thus he 
defended himſelf, when they thought to enſrare bi, namely by ap- 
pealing to his bearers ; "tis true, indeed, he ſaith, 1» ſecrer he had ſpoken 
:othing, butthe meanibg of that is not, a$if he Preached o»ly in the Tem- 
ple, or the Syragogue,. and no where elſe ; for 'tis molt evident, by what 
hath already palſed, that he did Preach io many private boyſes, as here 
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, Pieachirg the Goſpel, whether more or Leſſe publickly, he had 


a 


io Martha s biuſe, and 11 many others, But f -f\ 
ſtore of peo- 
ple to hear him that could give teltimony of what he Preached, and that 
there Was nothipg of Treaſon, or Seditio, in ary thing that he aid, 
as they would willingly have found him guilty of, and theredy have had 
an occalion to make him an «ffeder, Bur this by che by oly. That which 
I now endeavour, is to prove that 'cwas his conſtant prattiſe upon the 
Lerds dayes to Preach in ſome publick place or other, hence that ex- 
preſſion , 4s his cuſtome was, be wert ir.to the Synagegue on the Sabbath day. 
Luk. 4. 16, compare this with Math, 4. 23, and g."35. and 12. 9g. 
and 13. 54. Mack 1, 21, 39. and 3. 1, and 6. 2, Luk. 4. 15, 16, 44. 
and 6. 6, and 13.10, In all which places we find Chrilt fill Preaching 
publickly, and in ſome Synagogue or other,either in Galilee, or Caperna- 
um, or where-everelie he came : {othat ic is from hence a very probable 
argument, that Chriſt did not confine himſelf to any private houſe, and ſo 
not to Martha's on the Sabbath day, eſpecially, if it be confidered 
how neer Bethany ſtood to Jeruſalem, where the Temple was, and 
where as much better oppertyunity of ſpeakivg to a multicude , which 
upon the Sabvath day abrve all dayes, reſorted thither, Yet, if any are 
pot ſatisfied with this argument, but think, that though Chriſt did, 10 
all likelihood, for the mnrſt part, Preach in pablick, that is, either 1D the . 
Temple,or ſome Synagegue or other, 0» the Sabbath day, and was accultom- 
ed ſo to do, yet that, it doth not necefſarily follow, he did fo alwayes, 
and therefore might polſibly Preach here at Martha's bouſe, 
on a Lords day, as well as ona week day, I will not contend witch 
chem, | 

©. In theſe our dayes, we ſee Preaching in private houſes eſpecrally, to 
great mumbers, ts matter of great efferce- to the Cruil State, avd us 10 
leſſe then a breach againſt Law, ard ſo paſſeth for 4 crime of an high »a- 
twre, was it ſoin Chriſts time £ 

A. Any thiny may be made a crime, by a c:vil ſtate, if they will 
hold themſelves to this rule, to take no notice of Gods Law, and the 
{iberty which he allows unto his people, bur make laws 18 purſuance 
of their own luſt of pride, or revenge, or for filthy lucre ſake , or which 
is wo-ſe, forthe ſetting up of a ſuperſtitions, or 1dolatr:us worſhip, and. 
ſuch avare the Patrons, or Favomrers thereef, Such laws were made 
a2e1inli Dariel, and the three Children; and tuch allo the High Preifts, 
Rulers, Elders, Scribes, and Phariſees made and urged agair ft Cbriſ 


and bis CApeſiles, and there upcn — them great rene 
Fe 3 2nc 


and guilty of greitvers crimes Wen they went up and down, Preaching 
every where, notwithlianding all chat oppoled them, and weinli wot be ye. 
ſtraved. 

O. ( ar; you gave ary inſtance of this, as ts (hriſt. ard bs eAf ſiles, 
that 1: 1s, of their Preachir, ly etth er pat lt ky, or pris. ately, otwithſtarding the 
(ivil Man rYAICeS raged ai carr ſt then, ard afrer (1; e) prohibited then IC to 
a) ?2 Pariicilarly, did dikey meet in Conte ticles, as they are row called, 
araſecretly, withis, or that provare bowuſe, m"_ the) brew it Was -gainſt 


the declared mind ard will of the ſupreans pin ? 

A. So far as this que! "11" CC aceras Ch: it bm ſell, 1t 18 Mot 2vident 
all che Goſpel cver, _ : he Preached apart thur , and that they 
opp ſed hizs all they c- ld; 20d this he knew, and yer were on te Preach ſtill, 
botwichitandin? all ehei rape Fe b:w, and this ts "IE 11) PL” UNCE 
of his Father; will, and 15 owt r Offi: as he was the great Preacker of 


righteouſreſs, and was ſent into the World paitly for that very erd, 
For which lee, and compare Pial. 4o. 6.--11, witn Ia. 61. 1,2, 3, 
And thould rot (C hrilt Ve done thus, but ltaye ! ill be had gained the 
corſert ard appr: -batios, of 1512 eAMatiſtrat es ang Rulers of that ave, whe- 
ther Jew:ſÞ, or Romiſh,, the Goſpel had yever teen revealed tothe world 
at all. bur this Chriſt did 00, and would do, ſay who would to the 
Contra:y, and would vt be hindred ; it was ove cheif buſireſs which his 
Facher gave him to do, Its. 40. this lo. As himſelf laid, wiſt ze 
ot that I muſt be about Ty Fathers buſineſs *Luk. 2. 49 (5 795 T5 rw ut jn 
my Fathers things ) was it fit that a few roving: (20; fruit , ſorry mortalls, theuld 
by the abuſe of that very power ind euch rity Wain God bad invelied 
rem with, hinder the greaze/t and » rc defigre, that ever the free grace 
of God tet on foot In tte world ? anc: yer tnisall thoie prophine, proud, 
_ er:t pee! Tt wretche; ao, that hinder the Go ipel, be [hip the Preachirg, 
and propagatinof it, Andes torke holy Apritles,it ors evident,:bat vr 
1d the like ; they did Preach, and wiuld Preach, whatever care of 
and winla nt Ce eſtra ved, from acino inet win » iD th1% their Ge/; fl 
work. ul hey in Lated then: L errand A 17aſter exaQly 1n this, w Fer, where, 
and as efrenas they could, they Prexched in publick et ther 1n che Temple 
ar Jerrſa'em, or 1h the Synapanes el'e-u,here.; and when'orce and te 


eler.ce, enter from the Crril, Eccleftaſtick , or Aiitary Powers, 1hter= 
1upted rhew, a* lomecimet they dil, AR. 4. 1.-5, They then jetted 
no private hoſes, as Cot their after had done before them, 


19 wi mn place was emitie , but ary where, every where as occation 
(eve, ard rprorturty gave leave, be Preached the Goſpel inthe 
]eme 


e 
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n 
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Terps, ©y-agrputs, Towne, hs [ager, ont De M-4»tains,in the opes Fields, 
ox; the veA- [1% ATI 8 1040 ' ir7iVate INT /e fo, 2s ha:h be &n related; 
ſo gia theſe bis ef ji: "Ly 4 11.4 Lat will rake pains to read 
abc obierve tie 4th, gibi 4 fig 12: k 13ch, 14th, 15th, 16th, 

1 Std, 28 Cieprer c Acts of the Apoſtles, will abundantly 


fin, Nec 010 an; 1964; jy gk es ,veatings,ſcourgings, 1mpriſorments, or 
perſecr i548 hinsey then, Sy the Preis, Serives, Phariſecs, Elderi,and Rulers, 
elite; /r.c/1,0; jr ly einer 1,507 cu ot counſel, waat they pleated taey 
regardediin't, fs ven ever tnzy Were brought before them, what other 
det ce Cid th.ty make, tive only this, whether xt be right in the [i /ight rf Ged, 
ro heark e) 11,10 Yor 14 el! "OO 1 to God, mL age ,e, for we C4170t but ſpeak 
the th, hrrge that we ile ſeen avd beard, ARS 4.19, 20. And weompht to 
143 Cid rather the! nes ; Acts Y. 29. 

O. But did vict Chviſt and hr Areſiles cbey the civil powers p was there 
nithig nkora- they (ubmutca to trem P 

A. Yes in all (7: thirgr, they did cb:y them, and that aftively, 
and therein owned them as Grds vicegerents, and as {er up by him, 
knowirg that by him, and by him o:ly, Kings reign, aud Princes decree 
Juſtice, P:ov. 8, 15. And what ove truth doth the Apolile lay down 
more p'/i:iwely and affirmatively, then this, of civil Migilttacy © Ler 

very ſoul, ayes re, be ſab; y ro the higher powers ; ter there is 
10 power but of Ged ; the prwers that be, are irdained of Ged, whoſ,2ver 
there/ore reſiſteth the prwer reſſteth the: .evdinawen of Ga; : and 
they that reſiſt (Hall receive to themſelvir damnation, Row, 13. 1, 2, And 
cen in puriuvance of this deArine, he farther urgeth, that we muſt needs 
gore 4:0t onty for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake, verl, F. bur 

iiþail let ic be well minded by the 192,08 u and mmpartiall Reader, 


ghar the Ieltances which the A; -oltle he: e mentions for Cu: ron e 


In ci-1l thirgs onl', hw. 6, 7, For tha cauſe pay ye tribute alſn ;, for 
they are Gods munuſters, — conth: ua! ') upon this ver y thirg. "7 
der therefore to all their ques, bute to whim Tribute t: dut, cnſtome 
to whom Cuſtime, Fear 10} a Few Horny t9 whom Howour, Herce 
"Twas that Chrilt timſelf paid cuſtcome to Cx/ar, and fo did the Apyltle 
Peter, at the ſame time, Math, 1-., 27. Ns for matters of Relivion, 
19caſe the ci21/ CAlagiſtrae be one that embraceth the true Religi on, 
(18 R1S CULY NO! cnly to \ubmit 14 1, bur to protect it all he can, by bis 
law ral pe We» YE I, anc by C wil \ WTSTITL1, and good Laws oO rt; 'orce 't, 
inthe practiſe of 1t, w.Cec ris p cfelledly owned and receined In the 
beleif of anv. Yet this caution muſt He here pur, that,no mans c9fc re 
er.ce 


ence Is tobe forced. AS the conſcience of the Chriſtians, wAs Yot fo t 
forced by the Roman Magiftrates into old Heatheniſme ; ſo nor mighe 
the conicience of the Heathen be forced into Chriſtianity , that is, not by 
blows, impriſorments, corfiſcaſions, or any thing of that kind ; but only 
by force of argumert, which every one ought to have liberty to ule, withe 
| cut reſiraivt, Penal tmpo/ſitions and widlexce are arguments for 
eAntichriſtian Magiſtrates to make ule of, not for Chriſtian 
Ones, 

O. Suppoſe however that the (hriſtian Magiſtrate, through ignorarce, 
or miſtake, thirk it his duty to 1npoſe ſuch or ſuch Dottrines, or rules of 
wor jLip, ard thinks according to the light be hath, he nenher deth, vir can 
diſcharge his cor ſein: ce, if be doth it nit, what us to be dove in this caſe ? may 
he lawjully te reſiſted ? 

A. No, by no means, he muſt be obeyed , if not by an aRive, yet by a 
paſſeve obedience, The true Chriſtian Religion pleads for no Rebellion, but 
(where it capnot be lawfully avoided) for ſuffering rather. And there- 
tore we never read in the New Teſtament, that when Chriſt bimſelf , or 
his Apoſries, were ſet upcn by the civil powers or their agents, that they 
in the lealt, re/iſted or made head againſt them , but \uffcred themſelves 
to be ſeized up», (waere they could not make a fai: e'cape) and to 
bz hald ts priſon ; thus both men, and women too, were hbaled to priſons 
by the ative, and errovecres zeal of Sau!, Ats B, 3j, Where thus we 
read , 4s for Saul he made baveck of the Church, entering 1nto every houſe, 
ard baling men, and women, committed them to priſon, Mutke the words, 
haling them (wvfor) dragging them along like doggitotheir hangipg, or 
as we draw Carrion upon the ground or pavement;thus even Saul himlelf,till 
better wformed , and of a bettey mind, uſed the Ch:iltians ; He made 
bavick of them ( ©h:ppawim) the word fignities ſuch 2 valiation as War- 
Horſes, or mad Horſes make with their kickings amopg corquered men 
that lye undertheir feet, or aretrodden down by them thus Xenophon, v- 
ſeth the word; or tz be beater all over, into a pore blood (Faxdum in 
modum licerati) ſo Demrſtberes uſeih it, And indeed ſuch uage of the 
Chriſtians at that time, (vited with Sau's [pirir, which was fo bloody 
that the Holy Ghcit ſaith cf tim, AAtsg.1, He breathed out threatrivgs 
ard ſlaughrier; , marke tne words, net only threatrings,, but ſlaughters 
ton, againit the Diſciples at Damaſcus, And yet notwichftandinp this 
myſt unjuſt and cred rage, warianted by tne High: Preiſt, from whem 
Saul bad received his commiſſion AQ.g,1,2. We find not any,the lea(t ont- 
ward reſiſt ace ace by the Diſciples : Eſcapes indeed, as | ſaid before, 
they 


they ſometimes made ; Chriſe himſelf did it ſeveral times John 10, 39+ | 
beto:e the appointed leaſon of bis ſufferings came, and theo he would 
mot doit, thougn he was every whit as able to ſave himie.t, as at otner 
times ; becauic i he had avoided nis ſufferings then, what nad become 
of us poor ftrrers, IT the maictier ot Our faluation ? And how could ae 
great Decrees 6! God concerning it have been accomplithed ? So 
ctiar, tnough as tO Man, h1s iuſte!10gs were rot neceſſary, but out of chaiſe, 
fince all the power of thzs whole race of Adam, could not have taken 
his /i'e from him, it ne bad not williogly /aid it down, as himlelt 2fa:ms, 
Joh. 10. 15---18. Yet 3s to tne ends aforefaid they weie »eceſſary ; 
and thereupon, Wicp tic tull rime of his ſufferings came, he neither d1d, 
nor would, eicape. So alio che Apoltles, when, and where danger Ap= 
prared , when they could fairly doe it, made their eſcapes ; thus, wheu 
both Jews 20d Gerriles wh ch2ir Rulers that were ill atfeRed 22ainlt Paul 
and Barnab.is at [contum, made an aſſault ups them, with a purpoſe to 
ſtore them, "1s (aid, when they whxe aware of it, they fled unto Lyſtra 
ard Derbe, Cities of Lycamia, and unto the region that lyath round about, 
ard there they Preached the Goſpel, As 14.5, 6, 7, And thus -alio 
at another time, Pas! underſtanding that the Governor of Damaſchs 
wnder Aretas the King , 'ntenard to apprehend him, made his eſcape through 
a window 1: a basket down by a wall, 2 Cor. 11, 33. And again, when | 
certain lewd fellows of the baſer ſt (ſo the Holy Gholt calls them, AR, 
17. 5.) Set upon the bouſe of Jaſon, where Panl and Silas with 
Cergain devout Greeks, a great multitude and of chef women, not a few, 
were met together to preach and pray,itis ſaid, they were not found 
among them ( verile 6.) that is, Paul and Silas were not found 
there, having made their eſcape bur immedialely before, ; 
This then 1s very 4Yowaþple, we ſee, and warrartable, even ſrom the 
prattiſe ard example of Chriſt ard his Apoſiler, for the people of God to 
make fair eſcapes from troubles and the ſeizures that violent hands 
indeavour to ſurpriſe them with, Yet inthe mean while, let it be well-| 
obſerved from this fig:a/place, what the carriage of Jaſon himſelf was, Si 
and of ſuch of the brethren, 2s were taken with him, They having nor | 
the benefit of an eſcape, 28 Pau! and Silas had, what courſe doe they Þ 
cake ? The text, plaioly cells us, they did not make any refſtence, no, 
not in the lealt, but quietly ſuffered themſelves to be carried to the | 
publick Magiſtrater, there to be diſpoled of at their plea- 
(ure. | 
Now becauſe this in(tance which we bere meet with hach much of r 
ſciruftionl 


j 


ftr a@'-» in it for our times, and {c:s forth tothe life,what kind of ſpitic it 
that 1:,4abaſeth ard per[ecutetbitis precious pecple of God,[T v.ill alicele con» 
ſider 1t,:r:d leave the reader to zpply and improve It, as Q0d (hall direR, 
And fi:tt, take the Pacagrapi a81t lyes, in verſe 5 6,7, 8, 9. of the 
177 Chapter of the Act*, Bur the Jews which beleived 5t, moved 
with envy, tock, unto them ce tat: lewd fellows of the baſer ſrt, ard oa- 
thered a company , ava jet all thectty on au uproar, ard aſſaulted the 
bouſe of Faſun, a:d tho ght to bring them ont (thic is, Paul and Silas) 
to the people; ard when they found them 91, thiy drew faſon, and certain 
Brethren nnto the Rulers of the City, crying, theſe that have gprrned the 
Wor 'd upfide d:w1i., are come hither alſ1, whom Jaſon bath recefued ; and 
theſe alld? contrary to the arcrees of Ceſar, [aying that cage ors 
King, ore Jeſus, And they traubled the perpie, ard the Rulers of the City, 
when thiy beard thiſe thi:gr., Ard woes they had takes. ſecurity 
of Jaſm , and o* the others, they et them ge, lne Character here 
oiven bythe Holy Gnolt to tre enemies of Pau! and S/44, and the 
herce perſecutors of thetghath many parts in ir, As 

1. Trey are faid to be (*TVW-w75) Jews that televed 1:t; and 
indeed, who, but ſuch, will ar any time, oppoie the Goſpel, or the 
faithfull Preaching, and 224/95 Preachers of 1t ; { 1ayzwho but arbolerue 
ers that embrace ic not, #1derſtard it not, nor do paitake of the Salvati- 
on that comes by it? And walle they carry tt thus rowards the tervants 
and Meſſercers of Jeſus Crit in this their bleſſed work, do they not leave 
themſelves under the blace Charattey of ro better then a damned crew of 
men, Which one day, without repentance, mult receive the reward of 
ehis cheic 6a/ework in Hell? I am ſure Cnri.t himceli rells us ſo, J>hn 
3. 18, Hethat beleiveth not is condemned a'ready, And the Apoltle 
Paul ſayes of ſuch that they a'e lo!t men, that Is, «men wtter'y w-dove 
for ever '; fo: © he exprefierh It, 2 Cot. &. 3s 4: Tf our Go/pel be 
hid, it ts bid to them that are (»5t ; is whom the God of this wirld bath 
Blinded the mirds of them which bewve wt, ſt the light of thegl:11- 
ous Geſpel (0: of the Goſpel of the gloty) of Chr.ft, who 1s' the Image of 
God, ſhould ſhine unto thim, | : 

2. They are ſaid to be moved with envy ( GIAYTWTS) or with a 
wicked zeal, 18 the word ſometimes 1mports, and 1s foto be t:ken here, 
atalloin ARs 7,9, Whete it 1s uſed to ſer forth that cyue! hatrod and 
ervy which Joſephs brethres: wore filled with againit him, when they (0/4 
bim i:to Eqipt, They carednot what became of tim, (o they Were 
11-1 of him, though he was the very belt of the whole ſraterrity, and the 


man that God himſelf cook greateſt pleaſure in, ant! revealed him m/e 
to, and by him, to others, See the ory of it in Cen. 37. 39, and 
40. Chapters. And thus cheie envious Fews here hated them moſt whom 
God loved beſt, Who was a richer veſſel of grace then Paul > And 
whom did Chrilt reveal hin ſe!f unto after ſuch a glorioms manner 35 he did 
to Paul ? AR, 9. 3.--23, Whoſe Cconvertion was more famous then 
his ? or more immediate from Heaven ? the noyle of it, doubtleſs, went 
all abread, and Could not but have gained great reverence to his per- 
ſop, every where, even with theſe Jews too, as well as others, had not the 
very ſpirit of the e:v12# ove beenin them, 

3. That they might the more effeltually utter this their e:vy, and let 
it out the more fiercely, wnat courſe do they take ? Why, the texc tells 
us, they tork unto them certain lewd fellows (a Wepgioy mrs avIpa; mrnpius ) 
certain dewilsſh men, ot deviliſh minded mer. , tor ſo the Greek word 
mmpavs fenifies, 1t being that very word which is uſed in the nzw Teſta- 
ment for the Devil, or Satay, as not only Tertullign of old, and much 
lacer writers ſuch as Reynolds, Sculterns, Cornelings, AMlapide, Perkins, 
and others prove, but the plain {cope of ſome of the places, where 'tis 
uſed, eſpecially in Muth.6. 13. and 1 John 2. 13. doe further mani= 
felt; For waich reaſon, he 18s called the wicked oe, or that evil one 
that hath all manner of evil in bim, So thit when a» mar, or ſort of 
men, ace deſcribed in the Scripture by this word , it 18 to be undetfiood 
of ſuch as have all the maſſe of vices , and moſt notorioms lewgneſs in them. 
mmpC (ayes Brza in Math, 5.37. Is more ther vas, and ſignifies 
(Eum qui fot in om ſcelere exercitatii,f ad mjuriam uv nferendans tc- 
- 194 comparati) one chat Is verſed in every kind of fin, Ceeply billed, 
and ereatly practiſed init ; then whom, the Devil himſelf can ſcarce 
be more altive, malicioms, or malignart. Particularly thoſe that are ſo 
wilely wicked as to drag and bail the people of God into priſons, and 
make it their bufiveſs to find 'out ſuch works, and be imployed in ir, 
are therein like unto, ad do; a& the very part of the Devil, for the 
Holy G ſayes, tisthe Devils work to 1wpriſen the Saints, Rev. 2. 
10. The Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you unto priſon, How > Not in a viſible 
ſhape , but the Devil in his Agents, and I»ſtrumerts ; the Devil, 
in , and by ſuch men, ſuch lewd fellows, a$are here mentio- 
ned. 

4. They not only cake lewd fellows, bur the /ewdeſt of theſe l:wd over > 
{ellows, of the baſer ſort, (<Yeaier) the very {cum, dreggs and raſca- 
{ity of the City. ; ſuch they made _ of here at Theſſalerca, -: (et 

nem 


them upon the Apeſiler, and the brethrev. The veryeſi villains they could 
meec with. Thele , where-ever they find them, :dlcing up 4nd down the 
freer, and iD the CMarkets, and pwblick places, they pick up ($xamamonrne) 
making a company of them, and with theſe ZE 

They ſet all the City in an wproar ( $99puBer) ſeditiouſly pur 
all into a twmrlt, So this word is uſed in Math. 27. 24, andin AR 20, 
1, and 21. 34. They charged Paul with ſeditio», report him a peſtulere 
fellow, and a ring leader of miſchief ; thus Tertullus the Devills Orator, 
with his Maſter «Ana» the High Preiſt , and the Jewiſh Elders, ac- 
cuſed him before the Roman Governor, As 25, 1.--6, But when 
er where, was the Apoſtle Paul, or any other of the Apoſtles, or Diſ- 
ciples, ever guilty of any thing like to this , of theſe lewd follows ? no, 
*[1$ theſe only, and ſuch as theſe are, and their e Maſters that ſit them on 
work, that make all che «1/{«rbances, and ſedrtrons in the world, They 
take occaſion where none 1s given, to make riots, and mterrupt the 
publick peace, againſt the rmnocent and peaceable ſervants of Chili, and 
then ca»ſl-ſly, and moſt 1njuriouſly, lay all faults at their doors. Pan! 
himſelf, good man, ſome time before, had been mad againli the Saints, 
yea, exceeding/y mad, 18 himſelf expreſlech it , and perſecuted them even 
ro ſtrange (ines, AR. 26. 11, And now others are as mad againſt 
him. 

6. Io thismad rage, and twmultuons fury, they afſault the howſe of Jaſon, 
that is, they compaſſed ic round, and ran, or brake violently into it, and 
when they found not Paul and Silas, Which they cheifiy aimed at, (for 
the greate(t ſpight was then, as 'cis now, againſt the Preacher them- 
ſelves) they drew Jaſon, who was the houſe-keeper, and certain Bre- 
thren unto the Rulers of vhe City, Matke the words (ovew) they 
drew them, or baked them that 1s, 1D an ega!, tumultuous, and violent 
way, they pulled Jaſer out of bs own boyſe, and fuch friends, as had fled 
thicher for ſhelter, they dealc with them, as with ſome great acliy.quents, 
or malefaltors againſt the fate. And accordingly, when they had thus 
dragged them, and drought them hurrying before the Magiſtrate, they 
frame gtievous complaints ageinſt them, made up of # parcel of netorions 
tes. 

x. They cry out againſt them with oper mouth, (ſo the word Suorns 
imports ) that theſe men, that 1s, Paul and Silas, had turned rhe World 
upſide down (7? cnupermy aregtmioures ) or bad pur the World into 
inſurreition or ſedition, thus they charge them, but as f/ſly as ever 
men were charged, For who ſo gentle and barmeleſs , as th* = 
;le 
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files were, where-ever they came? indeed the rude wltitude, and men 
of exraged minds againſt Chriſt and the Goſpel, did make 47fturbarces, 
and great ones too, as here at Theſſalonics , ſo in other places where 
Pani came, nainely at /comumand Lyſtra, for which ſee Ats the 14'h, 
The fame of his minifiry, and the wonderful ſucceſſe of it , had made 
him enemies great ſtore, Where-ere he was ; but as for himſelf he made 
20 trouble, nor did heavy way, in the leaſt approve of ir, much leſs did 
he eccafion it, He that pleeded ſo much for a quiet ſ#5jeftion to the Ma- 
giſtrate, Rom, 13, 1.--8, Is ic reaſonable to imagine, that he him- 
lelf would be guilty of avy ſuch diſturbance and interruptions of the 
publick peasr, as is here charged upon him > This then was one 
lye, | 

2, They charge Faſon with receiving Pan! and ſuch Brethren as they 
had cakeniv his houſe with him , that 18 of receiving and barbourig 
them, under this »otion, namely as diſturbers of the publick peace, 
Which was another [ye, For they made »s d:ſtyrbance at all, but were 

wet 10 the houſe of Faſo ; all they did, was only Preachivg and 

Propicg » and converſing together, a$ brethren, in Holy conferences, and 
luch like, They were not plotting any thing againſt the cimnl ſtate, 
nor were met there in order to any ſuch evil purpoſe as they accuſed chem 
of, They affirm ſuch crimes indeed of them, bur their bare afirmati- 
05 Were no legal proofes, 

7. They proceed further, and accuſe them with the odioxs crime of 
doing contrary to the decrees of Ceſar, another moſt impudent lye 3 And 
the argument they bring for it, is, their ſaying, That there x another 
King ,one Feſus, As if by Preaching up the ſpiricual Kingdom of Chri(?, 
they had greatly prejudiced and endangered the Roman Empire, which 
was moſt falſly and injuriouſly urged 3 for unleſs they had af- 
firmed a temporal Kingdom to Chrift, which they neither did nor could, 
for Chriſt had been crucified ſome yeares before, and leaving this dirty 
world behind was aſcended into his glozyy ; yet by the noiſe of another 
King, which they pretneded that the Apoſtles endetvoured to ſer up, 
they fright the people, and trouble the minds, bothof them and thuir Ru- 
lers, as we find in verſe 8. And thereby cauſe the Magiſtrate, what 
they can, to be the wore ſharpe to, and ſevere With innocent Faſon 
and bis brethren, Yet a8 het and violent as they were, they could 
Bot obcain all their will upon theſe 19wocent perſons, whoſe toral ruine 
doubtleſs they intended for inſtead of ſending them to the Gao! or other= 
Wiſe punifhing them mote greivouſly, the Rulers of the City takes 
ſecurity of Faſen and the reſt, and then let them go (18:17 79 ixare's) that 
2 is 


's they trok bay! for their appearance, when tney ſhould be called 
Buds, And by that means, appeaſed the people. 
What became of Paul ard Silas 3 the mean time ? 

A. Tie Brethren immediately ſent chem away by night unto Berea, 
v. 10. They tock the greate$t care of ail for their Preachers, what ever 
became of themſelves, | 

9, What may welcars from this ſtar y of the troubles of Paul and Silas, 
aud the brethren with them, bers at Theſſalovica ? 

A, Many things, AS : 30 

I, That it isno yew thing ſor the faithful AMunſters and Servasts 

of Jeſus Chriſt co meet with much ard great oppoſition, from the men 
of this world. It is as old batred, an old ſpight, 28 the Prophet Ezekiel phra- 
ſeth it, Ezek. 25. 15. Ib this very inttance here, we find it anha- 
red of above ſixteen bundred yeares of age, even from Paul's time, who 
Was put to death by Nero abcut the 66th year of Chrilt's Nativity, ac- 
cording to Heluicus his accounr. Yea, this batred, hath been much 
antienter then ſo, even;ever frce Adams time, when the enmity of 
the evo ſeeds were firlt declared in Gen, 3, 15. Such different natures, 
as were in the Woman and the Serpent, Could never yet agree, nor ne 
ver will, 

2. We may from hence learn what opinios the Holy Ghclt hath of 
the tronblers ard diſturbers of the Loids faithiul Meſſengers , and good 
people, in their 2.calors Preaching of ane holy attendance upon the glori- 
ous Goſpel of Chciit, and the miniſtrations of ic; Namely, that they 
are lewd fellows, and the baſeſt ſort of men in che world, and that it 15 
they, and not: hw perple, that make uproars, and give interruptions tO the 
publick peace of civil Statefs while(t they every waere, withou!: any juſt 
cauſe giver, riſe up\io their 4ev4;ſÞ; rage againlt tne Lords precious peg- 
ple, and the peaceabls leaders of them, | | 
3. VVe may learbavain that ghe ordzrary and common prattiſe of 
the evemies of Gods people 17 a/l ages auth beep to rirder ther odiows 
to the ci! Statez,, and Powers under Which they have re=- 
ſpe&ively lived ; and that the way theſe have-taker to doe this, hath 
deen by wicked forgeries, ſianders, and abominable lyer, invented and 
beleived againſt chem. Thus ic was here at Theſſa/onica ; and thus lovg 
before,when in the dayes of the Ancient Prophets, they made men cffenders 
fer a word, laid a (rare for. him that regroved 1m the Gate, ard turned aſide 
the jaſt for athirg of nought, Jia, 29, 21. Mutk, offender for a word, 
ay lometimes, for a word never ſpokery, tor a word never thought 
9, 
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a, and ſor things never dove, Thus they dealc, even With David bin* 
felf, 'wich David, though a King, How great ſorver 4 mar br, yetit goods 
and how 1wocent ſoever, he thall be jure to have accaſers enough, 
whethe: there be caſe, or vo cauſe, "tis all one, for that malice will 
calumnitats, miſreport apa tell lyes Contidently, and never bluth for ic, 
David ford ut ſo 1n histime, faiſe witneſſes laith be, 4:4 riſe up, they 
laid to my charge thirgs that [ knew not, Pal. 35. Ii, Stephen tha 
was the litit, watch in Goſpel times, was crowned With c Martyrdom, 
accoidingto the annotation of bis name, (=TWa%), a Croun) was ac- 
cuſed by (alle wi:nelles, of ſpeaking blaſphemy ;who being ſuborned thereun 
to, as the Holy Giolt t1mielt rells us, did not ceaſe 29 /fir, up the people, 
and the Elders and the Scribes 3 who came upon him, and caught him, and 
brought kim to the counſel, Att, 6, Ii, 12. Where, what ever was 
ſaid againit him, was beluved preſently ; they Were as ready to recave 
a falſe accuſation againtt this holy man, (for lo "tis laid he was, a man 
full of the holy Ghoſt, A&s 6. 5.) as the (uborned witneſſes, Were to bring 
ic, A worthy counſel ; was it not ? Thws tobe impoſed upon by a compa- 
ny of lyars. Bur Stephen was an boly man, anatlerter of the D148 of + 
the Goſpel, againit the updeleiving and ſelf rig bteoms Jews 2nd that was 
crime enough, So here , the Rulers ofche City of T heſſ4lorica, are told 
by a crew of lewd fellows, that the 1nnocent perions brought betore them 
were [editions perſons,and oppolers of the decrees of Ceſar:when *cias n5 
ſuch matter;and ic may reaſonably be beleived that the Rulers them{eives, 
thiught ſo, and were fatisfied with the defence they made for themſelves, 

elſe would bardly have let them goe meerely upontheir own bayl,zs they 

did. No, the Cnriftians of thoſe t4mes and ſirce too, have ben quite 

of. ano(her ſpitit : They were »o diſturbers of ſtates ; no plotiers of pub- 

lick miſcheif, See what Ambroſe ſayes of the Chriitians tn his Cayes in bis 
th Book, and 23d Epiitie to Marcellnns, Rogamus Auguſic , nn 

pugnamus, we entreat, O Ceſar, we fight nit, And Tertal'ran, almolt 200, 

yeares before him, 15 tne 229 Copter of his book to Sc apulay. circa 

majeſtatem Imperatoris , inguit , nfamamur , we are refroached,(uth he, 
as if enemies to the Emperony; whereas cis well known, That the Caoriſti- 

21 is no mans enemy, nedam [wperatoris, much leſs ihe Emperours ; quens 

ſeiens a Deo ſuo conſritua, neceſſe aft ut & ipſum ailigat, & revereatur, & 

honoret, Of ſalveum velit cum toto Romavo Imptrio, quayſque ſtculum ſta» 
bit ; itaque & ſacrificame pro {alute Imperatoris, boc eſt , pura price, 

Whom knowing to be appointed of God, he muſt neeas Ive, reverence, honeur, 


and wiſh ſafe, with th e whole Roman Empire, jo long a the world ſtands, 
A: 


and therefore we ſacrifice for the health of the Emperoar, that is, tu the way 
that God allows of, by ferventprazer, And again in the 3oth Chap. of his Apole= 
gericns he hath cheſe words, Nos pro ſalute Imperatorum Deum invoca- 
mus eternum, vitam ills prolixam, [mperinm ſecarum , Domum tutam, 
exercitus fortes, ſenatums fidelem, populum probum, orbem quittem precantes, 
Ie invocate the exernal God for the health of our Emperours, for their 
l ng life, proſprrons reigns valiant armies, faithfull Senate , good people, and 
a quiet world, This was their conſtant known practiſe, and yer (till they 
were traduced, as greateft enemies ; bur who was the cauſe of it ? 
Is it not well known, that it was, and could be no other, then the 'Dev:il 
himſelf, which is the father of lyes;? | 
4. VVe may lea:n further from this carriage of the maceer at T heſſa« 
mica, both as tothe rude multitudes and rhe Magiſtrates too, that as 
bad as they were, yet others ſince have been, and done worſe then they. 
And firlt, for the rude multicude here, ſchough made up of lewd fellows, 
and of the b:ſer ſort, though they drew Jaſon and the brethren, before 
the Rulers,that is,carried them with v1lence ;yer we read nor, that they 
beat them, ſtruck them,bruiſed them, wounded them,or that they dragged them 
into the kennells of the ſtreets, and there ſt amped and trod upon them, and 
ſo brought them all btody before the Magittrate ; this they did not here 
at Theſſalonica ; nor did the Captain of the Temple, wich his Souldiers, 
do any (uch thing ar Jeruſalem, whengthey laid bands on the ,Apoſiles there, 
and b:ought them before the council, AR, 4. 1,2, 3. Secondly, nor do 
we read, that when Jaſon and the brethren were thus brought before the 
Rulers, that the ſaid Rulers did at all ab»ſe thews, buffer them, kick them, 
box them, flap them on the mouth, pinch them by the cheeks, pull them by the 
batr of the head, no, nor ſo much as give them any foul language: they 
behaved themſelves more like Magiſtrates then ſo. Thirdly, nor did they 
ſend Jaſon and the brethren to priſon thereto lye 3, 6, 9, 12, Months 
or more, in hard durarce, and with cru uſuage, till they fickned, rotted 
away, and dyed ; much leſſe did they put chem into felted houſes, pur» 
poſely to kifl them with the Plague and Peſtilence, And yet theſe were 
Jews, and not (briſtiansfburt the dradlyeſt enemies the Chriftians had: 
How then will even theſe Jews riſe #p in Fudgemert, one day againſt 
che Chriſtians (or at leaſt, choſe char will be called Chriitians) who 
Mve carried it ſo barbarouſly agninit their fellow Chriitiens, and ſome 
. Of them, »eer neighbours, kindred, and yolations, that they have not been 
a little beholaen to, for the gomrreſies they have done them,and for which 
they have been much oblieged. O rhe fury of a ſpirit enraged agairft 


God 


mS HAS AC R m_ =-< ——_— 


God, #nd bi people for biz ſake! Fourthly, to add ove thing more, we 
do not read that any of cheſe /cyd fellows, or the Rulers themſelves 
here at Theſſalonica , ever were !guilty of ſuch a wickedneſs, 2s ſome 
Jeſuited ones, in this our age, have been, namely co trapper men into de- 
viliſh plots of their own contrivement,ana then proſecute them to the very 
death, for a meer ſeeming to'conſent &6 them, and for an wnadviſed c.- 
cealing of that which never came into their own head, or hearr,in the 1 

to do, but were only thus made parties to the knowledge of it, by ſuch as 
not only laid ſnares for the lives and eſtates of ſuch particular perſons 
as have been thus gſcrably ard trappannngly undone, but thereby en- 
deavoured to bring an odium upon all ſuch orbers alſo, as they would 
pleaſe, though without any juſt ground at all, b#t tr ſuſpeft, How much 
of this kind of matchleſs v1lany ſome have been guilty of in this pre- 
ſent age, thete is a righteous God that: knows, and in due -time, will be 
ſure to revenge; in the mean while, it is, and ſhall be my earneſt pray- 
er, that God will every where throughly convince all men, that it is a 
thing highly diſpleaſing unto God, and 10 way agreeing with the true Chri- 
ſian Religion, to plor, contrive, or at any thing againſt the civil EMa- 
giſtrate ,let his government, and che manner of ic be whatic will ; no, 
2or yet to conceal any thing of that kind, but to diſcover it, and by all 
lawful wayer and means poſſible to endeavour to prevent, oppoſe and hinder 
It, 

O. But ſuppoſe the Magiſtrate makes ſuch Laws, as art highly derogg- 
tory to the honour of God, and greivoufly oppreſſive to bis people, and in caſe 
they be 108 obeyed (though the not obeying chem be meerly from con- 
ſcience, and fear of diſpleefing God ) interprets it an high contempt, and 
deſprfing of bus government, and thereupon proceeds to runforce former Laws 
by new ones worſe then the former, and ſeverely pats them into execution; 
what ſhould the oppreſſed party doe 1 ſuch a caſe ? 

I muſt here take leave to make anſwer in divers particulars both 
in reference to the CMagiſtrate, and of the people under him, that are 
ſo oppreſled by bim. . Firlt, ler the Magiſtrate corftder, and that [e- 
riouſly, whether the laws he makes be indeed, agreeable with, or con- 
trary to, the Law of God; if contrary, ſhould he not do well co bethink, 
himſelf , whether, if he take ic ill fromthe people that they obey nor his 
command , but 1terpret it acontempt, though what he ſo commard: be 
18 ic ſelf w1warrantable and wnjuſt ; the holy and righteous God hath not'a 
thouſand times more reaſon to take it il] from himythat being his vyorgerent 
here 


og 
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here 2» earth , ſhould thus abuſe the power entruſted in his hands,and cops 
preſſe the people {or nor ſubmitting to tuch Laws ? Secondly, L:c him 
copfider, whether, it he co:emmne thus to do, he doth not lay. foundatiors 
of curſes, calamities , apd all manner of dreadtul judgemerts to Come 
down upon bim and bis ? and whether God doth not hear the groars, ſee 
the tear;,and behold the «fflictions of his poor oppreſied people in one 
age as well 2s i3 another © and whether he will not as certaiply rake 
vengearce onthe [coper or later, as he did upon proud Pharach, co 
behalf of his poor peefle in c/Egype, The fiory whereof may be ſeen, ac 
la:ve in the firli fotirteen Chaptersof Exod. 1hirdly,lec the HMagiſtrate 
further conſider, whether in caſe he makes Laws for Conſcience add thelie 
penal lav:S, with grexwors malls and peraltier, co be inflited upon non- 
chedience, I fay let clider, whether Conſcience can be forced, 
and i. Ether it mult not b&convinced rather, and whecher it be in the 
power of mor talls to convirce conſcience ; whether any man in the world 
cin coryince bis ws Conſcience, or fix and eſtabliſh it ; and if not his 
owr, how much leſs polfible is ir , he ſhould convince another, that is, 
poſitively undertake to convince 11? Yea and lethim as to this matter 
con{ider al'o, whether a man can diſcern truth from error, byany otber 
but divine bears, and ap internal light calt upon bis mind, and whether 
ic be not God only ard none elſe, thar can do this, wihep and to what de- 
ores he pleaſeth, Fourthly, /et the Magiſtrate con/ider, whether in caſe 
the Laws made be lo pinching, brtwg, and ſevere, chat the execution 
of rhem is not praticable without the rume and deſtr ulion, or atleaſt 
the high diſcontent, and «:ſop/:egerment of the people, ic were wiidom 
to make ſuch Laws, or Juſtice to execute them? And whether che 
executive Magiſtrate, if wiſe and prudent, will not well weigh how farr 
it may be reaſonable, orſafe, to greiveand «d:/quiet his peaceabſle neigh- 
bours, to ſatishe the will of the legiſ{ative, 12 the execution of ſuchLaws? 
Fifthly , if the government of a /fate or Kingdom, be by a fingle perſon, 
as ſupream, with other inferior and ſubord;nate powers either derived 
from htm ſolely, or partly from him, and partly from the people, which 
is the caſe, in ſome countries, where Serater,Comrcells, or Parliaments 
are in uſe otherwiſe called the Nebles,or the peoples repreſentatives truſt- 
ed by them for their good © 1 ſay let it be well conſidered whethec the 
ready way here to drive people / to the iuccour of prerogative be not 
for the ſubordinate powers to make, or agree to ſuch Laws, as ſhall be 


greivouſly oppreſſive ; and whether upon this occtiion the /ingle perſon 
who 
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who is not only 4 prineiple pare of he leziflatrve per, but che ſupream 
executive power, hath pot a fair opportunity giver him to exerciſe antl 


| ſtabliſh his prerogative, 20d tþat with full conſent of che people, by tndea!- 


ging of chem, and caking off or ſuſpending the leverity and execution of 
the perai-Leaws, Which if he (hall pleaſe to do, no doubt of ic, bue che 
people will cake it kindly from bi, and will think themſelves ſtrongly 
oblieged (8 they juſtly may) co love, ſupport, and uphold him, that thus pir- 
ties and protei7s chem (whey none elle will ) in his government, to the 
utmoſt of cheir power, This for che Magiitrate, Now tor the people, and 
concerning them, I mult here plead for the Magiſtrate, Suppoſe the Mi- 
viltrate makes, and -eforceth a» urjuſt Law, yer he, in his conſcience 
thinks it juſt, and thereupon conſcientiouſly enforceth it, he in this caſe 
doth no more then he judgeth he ought ro do for his own inward peace, 
(for, God foibid, but that liberty of conſcience ſhould be granted to 
the CMags[trate as well as to any other, fince he alio hath a ſoul co ſave 
and a God 10 pleaſe) from whence it molt rationally and »ecefſarily follows 
he isto be obeyed, and chac quietly, and without reſilience, 1f nor aftively, 
(which is not a/wayes neceſſary as where conſcience is nor ſatisfied) yer 
paſſively , which is al vayes weceſſary where it cannot be done attively 
forthe reaſon aforeſaid. Now chis is a ſafe principle, and 2 juſt rule 
for all mzn to walk by, and ſuch as rakes away all ground or pretence of 
rebellion, and diſpbediexce ro the Magiſtrate , be he never fo erroneous 
or oppreſsrve, Chrilitans in this caſe, have no juſt remedy but patience,wd 
26 appeal to a righteous God, 11 prayers and rears ; this was the Duttrine 
avd pr2Rite of the Chriſtiars of old ; and ir is, or it ſhould be ſo now 
coo, 'Tis crue, I deny nor but Pope-yidden Princes, and Biſhop-ridden 
people and Conncells have ſorely vexed Emrope, eſpecially in the Weſtern 
parts of the old Roman Empire, now ſor twelve hundred years and upwards; 
but this hath not been without a Divine appointment and permſuon, for 
bleſſed and glorious end:, a8 will in due time appear for the comfort and 
encouragement of the poor ſuffering Samts and ſervants of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 

9. Having thus far diſcourſed the neceſſary point of obedience to the ci- 


\ wil Magiſtrate, what elſe may be learned from thu paragraph of the trou- 


les that Pail and Silas with the brethres met with at Theſſ alori= 
ca? 

A. Ne find that when they were driven from the publick Synagogue 
chere, in which they had been reaſoning out of the Scriptures for three Sab- 
bath dayer, AR. 17. 1.--5. They ther fled into a prizare houſe, t© 

K the 


the houſe of Jaſor, whom, Paul makes mention of, when he was at Coriath, 


Rom, 16, 21, He was, doubileile, a very worthy man, and an emi. 
neue Citizen of Theſſalomca, one of the devout Greeks ſpoken of in Acts 
17. 4. This excellent man it ts, that opens his doors to receive the 
Brethren, and give (helter cothem in this time of devger; the like was 
done by Mary the Mother of Joh» CMark, when Peter was in P:i- 
ſon, ARs 12, 12. And by others, at other times, as in Acts 1, 13, 
Joho 20, 19. Which, had it not byes lawful), they would never have 
done ; nor would Chritt himielf have come in among them, and that 
morethen once, as we read he did, in John20. 19, 26, If he had 
thought it an wlawful meeting or coxventicle, 28 "11s now termed. This 
chenis one thing more thac may be,learned from this praftiſe of Chriſt 
and his Apoliles, that meting in provate houſes to Preach and Pray, 
and to doe it wary roo, as the Apoliles did, ſometimes in a0 upper 
room, As 1. 13, And with the doors ſhut upon them, for fear of diſce- 
warie', Fohn 20.19, 26. And ſometimes in the right time, and with 
as little noiſe as may be among evil neighbours, ARs 12, 12,--18, Ts 
a duty incumbent on Chriſtians in all ages, For what Chriſt and the 
Apoliles did, which was 4»y' way initeble, may, . doubtleſs, paſs, nor 
only into example, but intothe force of @ rule too for after aves, as | 


conceive , is not obCurely hinted by the Apofile Paxl, in thoſe 


words, Be ye followers of me, even as [ alſo am of Chriſt, 1 Cor, 
Ile Tl. 

[; there nothiog elſe yet farther to be learned from hence, for our uſe 
and m(iruftion in theſe times ? 

«A. Yes, here is ſomething for che Quakers, and ochers of thei: 
mind, toleain from hence, who think they mult reeds ſuffer themſelves 
to be taken, and carried to priſons, whenthey might avoid ic, ad make 
fair eſcapes, For do we nor here find chat Paw! ard Silas made ar 
eſcape , and were conveighed away by night,from T heſſalonica unto Berea, 
Acs 17,10, which was (ome ewen'y etght miles ditiznce, ſayes Bux- 
ring, 'Tistue, when the Apoſtles fl:d from one place to arother,7and 
from one City to another, 48 Chrilt himſelf commanded they ſhould, in 
times of perſecution, Math, Io, 23, They Preached ſtill in every place 
they came to, as is evident in the Hiftory of their liver, bur {i1l!, 28 
new troubiet did ariſe, ſo theſe fled before them, till the time of thei: 
ſ«ffer ings came, and then indeed God gave them 2 [pirir ſwitable to what 
they were to enconnter with, and ro undergo for his (ake, We read 
o: mary flights of the Apeſtle Paw!, viz, From [corium in Aga miner, 
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to Lyſira, AA 14. 1.--6, From Lyſfrato Derbe, As 14, 19.26. 
From Theſſalontoa to Berea, ARS 17, 1,-+11, From Berea he flyes 
to:vards the Sea, and foro Arhevs, AQts 17, 13, 14, 15, Allo fiem 
the City of Damaſcrs, 2 Cor. 11,32. 33. In all which flights, two 
chings ate obſervable ; Firſt, that he fled as much from an apprehended 
danger that was but intended for him, as from any that he atiually eve 
countred with, Secondly, that fome of the Brethren (till were belpers 
of him both in his eſcapes, and his condults. from place to-plice, Yet 
all rhis did not argue apy cowardlyneſſe, or unworthy fear inihim, buts 
meer following of providence, (till opening' a way of eſcape for. bim, 
ſometimes by ordinary mears, and 'fometimes by extraordinary, 25 in 
ARS 16. 25. togo, Where by a {miracle he and Silas were deli- 
vered ou: of priitn ; alſo when the Camain of the Caltle reſcued 
bim from the 4o men thet-15v in waic © kill him. Ads 23, 12.,--35. 
But when the time of his ſuf. ings came,” who more, valiant, conraginus 
and reſolute then Paul was > And who mrre ready to be offered up as 
a S:crifice for Chr.jt ane that Ge/pel which he had Preached, and conts- 
»ued to Preach where erche was, and had an Auditory to bear hmwe, as 
well in priſon as out of it ?- For hy. proof whereof read ARs 20, 
22, 23z 24. and 21, 12, 19, 14. P3il. 20, and 2. 17, compired 
with As 28. 30, 31. WherePaal inthe time of his impriſonment 
at Reme, bad liberty evenin rhe face of "tbe. Emporour , for two whole 
year; together tro dwell in 2n hired houſe of bis own, and to Preach the 
Goſpel to any that wonld come in to him, no man forbidding hiws ; (oon 
after which, he fiſhed the remarraey of hu ſafferivgs, which had been 
very many an great, as himſelf relates thei, 192 Cor, 10,. 21, -- 
3}. And -arlaft, was Crowned with ec Matyrdom, by crueh and bloody 
Ners, 

l fave bur one thing more to ſpeak to, with which I will put an end 
to this firſt aſſay, and te/i' | bave now given of my future intenrong, 
if fether defireadle and acceptable to any” thac thall be williog ro 
belp'49- bear the charge of it ; and chat iv; (boar Obrift abode at: Caper- 
nanm and the ſingular bleſſing 5 he thereby b ovhhe to that City, and 
the party ad7acent, together with the exyſer which'he afterwards pro = 
nounced tpon "ir, hd 'the - oecafior thereof,” 'All which I (hall doe 
Br:ifly; by reſolving a few wore queſtions, IT 

©, VVe read in Math, 4, 17:'” Thet' after the © co queſ® that 
Chvit "had matt ovry the Duval in thi tPilderniſe ,, "where ire had: been 
forty dayer aud forty mghtr, 'withour'any food to five on 5 he braring 
K 2 that 


that Joby was caſt into priſen, left Nazarath, and cams and dwelt at 
Capernaum, which i upon the Sta-coaſt, upon the borders of Zrbulin, 
ard Nepbtalin, Did Chritt alwayes reſide in this place ? For {6 
the wo:d dwelling imports. And if ſo, doth it not cortradift all that 
bath been ſaid, about bis journeyings up and down aud Preaciing in fo 
Wwany Countr yes and places elſewhere? 
eA. Though hedid indeed goe (very much abroad, into the (onn- 
troes, Cities, Towns , and Villages, round about , Preaching the Goſ- 
pel, and working miracles where-ever he came, Math, 4. 23. Luk. 
8. 1. Yer the plice which he called his Home, to geets, and from, 
when be pleaſed , was at Capernaum ; Where it is conceived, he had 
an hired bouſe, which he, for the time being, reckoned bus own; And 
hither, it is, that he ſtill returned from whatſoever place he went to, 
VVhea he went to Fernſalew, as he often did, not only at the three 
grea: yearly feaſts, of the Paſſeover , Pentecoſt, and the fealt of 
Tabernacles, but at other times alſo, and upon otber occafions ; or 
where-ever elſe he went, he alwayes teturved to (apernaum, 28 1s 
evident beyond all icruple,5rom very many places compared together, io 
21] the four Evanceliſs, thus in Math. 4.13, and 8. 5.19d 19, 24, and 
in Merck 1. 21. and 2, 1. and 9g. 33. and in Luke 4. 23, 31, and 
7. 1. ardin John 2.12, 2nd 4. 46. and 6. 17, 24, 59. 

Q. What benefit had Capernaum by Chriſt bis frequerst returns to 
It, and by bis more [pecid! reſidence there ; and what advartage alſo bad 
the neighbouring Towrs ard Vilages byit, ſuch as Chonzin, and Beth- 
ſaida, and otbers ? : 

A. Much every way. 

3, Such bright and full revelations they bad of the glorious Goſpely 
in his heavenly Dofrine, and the deep wyſteries thereof explained 10 
them, 

2. Such viſible demonſtrations of his power and Gedbead, more then 
is any other place befdes, by the more xrmerow, and varioms murd- 
cles, which be wrought there eſpecially even. before theit eyes, in bealing 
their fick, caſting out Devils, raiſing their dead. 

3» Such benignities, luſtre, light, ard influential beames, from his bleſ- 
ſed preſence 'with them, that they were thereby ſaid, in compariſon of 
others, to be exalted ro Heaven (ins Th vegrivadrion) lifted up high to 
Heaven, as the Original runs, Math. 11,23, 

. What. improvement aid the 1thabitants of Capernaum axd the veſt of 
the places thereabouts make, of thi dignity and brmour deve ther, in vouch» 
fafeing this ſo ſignal a privilege unto them 2 
A. Some 


i 


A. Some few, perhaps, might reap much benefit and comfort by it, and 
thereby anſwer the ſignitication of the vame of the ,City (for Capernaum 
ſigrifies the City of comfort and conſolation) bur ſor the generality ot the peo- 
ple ihere, and eſpecially the great mer ameng them, they had more re» 
ſpeR to their privare profit, ana worlaly pelf (a8 the Gergeſens had co theic 
ſwine, Math, $, 28.--34. ) then to the Dvfirine rhac Coritt Preached, and 
the miracles that he wrought among them, 

©. What was the eff ett thereof ? 

A. Thereupen Chritt pronounceth greater woes upon them, and upon 
Chorazin, and Bethſaida, and tbe inbabirants thereof, chen upon @ny in che 
world beſide*, Greater deſolations , ruines and deſtrattions ; and that 
Bot only in this life, but principally, a8 ro their laff accounts of the great 
day. Thus concerving Caperraum, ſee whar he ſayes of it.in Muth, 11, 
23, 24, And thou Capernanm which art exalted unto Heaven ſhalt 
be brought down to Hell : For if the mighty works which have bren done 
in thee, b ad been done in Sodom, it would have remained to this day, But 
I ſay unto yougthat it ſhall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day 
of judgement then for thee, The like woes be prongunceth upon Chorazin, & 
= Bethſaida,v.20421,;22;And bow eff:Qual thk curſe was, hich Chriſt 
thus proxounced upon them, ſome time after, did appear; Fortheſe Cities of 
Capernaum, Cherazin, and Bithſaida (being very goodly places, and tices 
dingly pleaſant, as writers ſay, ( when Chcifi dwelt there, and Preached A 
in them) were miſerably waſted by the Remars and other Nations, which M 
utterly defiroyed them ; inſomuch, that if we may belerve traveler, they 
are Bow become ſo deſolate, that there 18 ſcarce a cottage left inthem, 

D. What may we learn from hence ? 

A. That ic is a moſt greivous avd dammng ſin, forjany City,” or preple, 
ro veglelt or flnight the Goſpel, and the faithful and /aborrows P.exchers of 
it, Caperranm found it (5,and hath not our London coo,found the like, fince 
they grew weary of the late ſweet, plentiful, and powerful Preaching of che 
Goſpel among them? and have avy way contributed to the proving, ſilence» 
ng, and exterminating the zealows, ſincere, and ſound Preachers that ic 
enjoyed, above any Cicy it the world ? 

©. But Londons fin comes ſhot, however,of the ſinof Capernanm, Cho» 
rAz, and Betbſaida, doth it not ? forthey rejeted Chrift himſelf in his 
own perſon, but the Preachers. of London were but men like our ſelves, and 
fone of them, men of great failings a8 well as others, | 

A. lt will be ſound one day, (men and Angels being witneſs) thas ic 
was ChrifF that was rejefted in them, Cari't in bis Ambaſſadors, to-whom 
whateter 11ur7 rs done, he takes a8 done mnto bim{elf, And this the boly 
Scriptnres | 


| Scriptures (if compared together) doe as poſitively afÞr ms, a8 any thing that 
cap be naited, For which lee Math. 10, 16, He that deſpiſeth you (even 
yor, mins Amballadors, 2 Cor. 5. 20.) deſpiſeth me, ard be that deſpi- 
ſeth me, 'deſp:[eth him that ſent me; whicn words, the place tells you, were 
ſpoken: ro Capernraum, ind we lee, are ſo ſpoken, taac tiney are /eft appli» 
Cable to all other Cities what- ever, in whatiocver pace or age; and to his 
ſuccellors, his faithful Miniſters, and the abuſers of chem, And it the meer 
xegleCiors of Chrilt and bis Micitiers, be doom d thury as cortermrers, and 
defpiſers of him .; woat ſhall we chiokof rae molt fierce, implacable, and 
bloody perſecmtors of them, that by their gooa will would nor have tnem 
live above ground, that drive them, bart them, and purſue them from place 
to place, and where they [ez on them, 1priſon them, farve them, ba- 
iſh them ; and 55 not this for a lamentation 2 Sure it is, and ought to be 
lo; And if io avy Nation undec the whole heavens, then in ours, What 
Can ipeak outthe wrath of God more lowdly for this fi,theo the late diſ- 
mal ſore judgements of the Sword, Peſtilence, and Fire > What circum- 
fiznces of unuſual terror,and icarce to be paralled diſpleaſure were in 
them all ? V Vhat ſtories of former ages cantellche like ? And yer (ome 
men_have ſo much of the vety ſpirit ot the Devil 1» them, that the higher 
God riſcth mis judgements the higher they 71/6 ip their invincible rage 
againſt him, and his cauſe and 1ntereft in the world, Thus the potſheards 
of the earth, as the Prophet Eſay calls them, Ciiap. 45. g. Strive with 
their maker, yea dare to enter into battel array, and fight againſt him, like 
them in Acts 5.39. Poor lorry worms, that with your ſ/ime ere long 
mult -creepinto your holes, and never return again, do ye thus Con» 
rend with your maker? do you thus|oppeſe Chriſt ? do you thug greive 
his precicu people, afflict his faithful AMrmiſters obiiruct the free come of 
the Goſpel .? againſt che cleareſt, bigbeſt, and ſirongeſt, reaſon ; aguink 
the moſt manifeſt and declared will and wird of God ; againlt all-man- 
ner of pub! 1cklintereſts,poth cl and truly religromardo you ſer your ſelves 
ro provoke God, rue Nations, and in deſpight of Heaven and earth, to 
Larry on your tremendous oppefirror abd defagns againlt the Lord and bre 
anoivted > What do youtherein do, bur act the part of wad mer, yea, 
and of ſuch mad men too, as Paul (ayes bimſelf once was, when he thurt 
up may of the Saixts in priſon, and being exceedingly mad av1inli them, 
pey{ecuted them even nnto ſtrange Cities, ARt.,26, 10,11. And Will not We 
revenges herea'ter to be taken upon you, \withowt-repewr ance, be arſmerg- 
blr e doubtleſs they will. When you-have done your work, divine juſtice 
w:/l not fail tropay ye your wages ; noimore Webir did to revenge upon 
 frarderced Pharoah, and aiter him, upon the prowd Kirvg of dſſyria;Eay. 


10, 


10, $.--20, And after him upon the King of Babylon too, as great as ne” | 
was; Oi which we read, at large, inthe $®:h and 51th Chaprers cl the [| 
Prophet Jeremiah, The deſirultion and utter rune of which mighty Prin-- [ 
ces, is there emphatically , and by a reduplication called the vengeance of 
the Temple, the vengeance of the Temple, Jerem. 56. 28, with Chap.'5 1» | 
T1, On that poor mortals would once be wiſe ! Ther Prizces would be= | 
come countenancers and proteftors of that intere(t thar would certatn- }F 
ly make their Kingdemes flouriſh, or at leaſt, thac ſuch worrby Patriots 
mightariſe from amoyg their ſubjeAs, as might become mderators, and 
rmterceſſors between them, and cheir oppreſſed people, and nor incenſors of 
chew, What comfort can avy men have (what everrarch or quailty they iſ 
are of) that out of a molt perverſe and frowerd heart, joynzd wich ap wi | 
rorguerable ermit y againſt God and his people, render themſelves the | 
common baered of mavkind, an abcmination to the Earth, and che very peſts þ 
of rhe reſpettive ages wherein they live > And which is worſt of al!,x ready | 
and prepared fuel tothe eternal wrath of thac God, who 74 4 conſuming Fire? | 
How ſhould we rejoyce rather to ſee the Princes of the earth, verifying | 
the promiſe (Eſay. 59.23.)While they become nurfing Fathers unto ther it 
people, and thereby raking che ready courſe to eſtabliſh their thrones in | 
righteouſneſs ? and to ſee their ſubjeRs of all degrees, inſtead of fouling {| 
their fingers (1 may ſay their hearrs coo) with the dircy, deteſfable, and |} 
odious work of perſecuting, by which they will render their very namer 
infamors to all poſtericy; to ſeek a mnch better name 1n being the ſtre- 
:nucus allertors of all ſuch juſt liberties as Chriſt himſelf commands ws 
to ſtand faſt in ( Gal. 5. 1.) The repairers of our breaches, and the reſtove- 
ers of paths to dwell in, according to the words 'of the Prophet in Eiay. | 
5B, 12, 
And to conclude all, I will only add, That it is noþard matter, as the 
world now goes, to find Jeſuits, Atheiſts, praceleſſe, and prophane per- 
ſ098, great tore, to promote ſevere Laws agtin!tthe molt tit, ſprcere peaces _ 
able, Orthodox profeſiors of the Goſpel ; nor is ic difficult to find been l 
ſpirits enough to make (uch Lawr, avd execute them too, by armed force; Wi 
20ainſt which God forbid, that any of the people aimed at by the m ſhould 
make the leaſt re/iſtarce, bur with patience to bear all, and (321 our 
their ſorrows to hin on/y, who 1. due time will be the God of theiy "delive- { 
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inward burnings, and raging flames of diſcontent, for being thus violene- 
interrupted 1h the innocent and praceable worſhipping of their God # Is 

yt the way io 'atisfie tender conſcierces, or tounite mens hearcs againſt 

the attempts and iſolercies of enemies abroad, who rejoyce in nothing 
more then our <:44/ions, and hope for nothing leſs then our r41ne by chem? 

will che news of this be matter of comfort to our diſftrefled brethren in 

Frasce, Switzerland, the vallyes of Pyedmont, in leveral parts of Germany, 

or elſewbeie 2? will it give us :eputation amopg Proteſtant States and Priv- 
"£85, 0r cauſe them to think che better of us ? Nay, will it efabliſh Prelacy 

xt ſel” rhe more firmly, or render ics molt oppreſſive Courts the more tol- 

letable ? oz will it leſſer che cryes and groans of thoſe that are ſo oppre(- 

ſed, toth2 righteous judge of beaver and of earth > V Vill men fill the Pa- 
rich Churches (fo called) ere the more ? or it they do, will che fin of the 
| Land be abated by ir, ſisce they may be chere, perhaps, not ſo auch out 
of choile, as for fear of puniſhment > Will it quicken trade, or ſer the ma- 
py thouſand famz/yes on work, that are ready co periſh for lack of bread ? 

VVill ic encich the Nation, or make money plentifu! ? Will it encourage 
the Merchant, or advance his Majeſty's uſt emer? will icſend Navies to 
Sea, or enable the people to pay raxes;or the Hugbandmen' co beld their 
leaſes,avd keep touch with their Landlords, for their rents ? VVill it 6a1/d 
Loxdongor help to repair the meſtimablelofles of ics late diſmal flamer? Laſt- 
ly, will ic revgehen the truely reformed Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery, 
and the bloody defignes of it ? Let all true bearted Englith men, lovers of 
' truthand peace, and lojal io by Majeſty, lay all theſe thivg to heart, 
and wiſely confidrr and judge, 


Shall not God avenge bu own eleit, which cry day and xight unto bim, 
though be bear long with them ? I tell youthat he will avenge then ſpee- 
dily, Luk, 18,7 ,8. | 

I have ſeen, [ bave ſeth, the affiiction of my peeplewhich ts in /Egypt, and I 


have beard their groanmgs, and am come down to deliver them, AQ, 7, 


3 4- 

For the oppreſſion of the poor, for the ſighing of the needy, now will I ariſe 
(ſaith the Lord) 1 wiil ſet kim un ſafety from him that puffeth at bim Pal, 
12. 5. 
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Good Reader, there are divers Ervata, eſpecially ſome Greek words and 
accents, wart «of comma's and miſplacng of letters, which thou art entreat- 
ed to paro-n, or earrett, 


To the Candid Reader. 


Candid and Chriſtian Reader. 

\ x Þ Hilft with great content and pleaſure, I ſee the 

le:rning and induitry of manz worthy men 

imployed, for th: propageting and further 
mproving, not only of naturai knowledge, by the truly. » 
Royel and Noble ſocizty of Grefiam Colledge; but alſo for” 
the increaſe of ſpiritual wiſdom and heavenly learning in 
the ſur; her knowledge of the holy Scriptures, by the Polyglott . 
Bible, colleGion of the Criticks, and, the late excel- 
lent undertakement of Mr. Matthew Pool; by all which, 
the more learned and knowing part of the Nation, is, or 
may be greatly benefitted ; I have been thereby, in part, ſtir- 
red up to put forth the beſt of my poor endeavours too(though 
in a much lower ſphere) to domy utmoſt for.the begetting, 
propagating, and increa(ing of irue ſuving knowledge, inthe 
mindes and hearts of the ignorant and erroncom,eſpecially a> 
mone Children, Servants, and others, of the weakest and 
meaneſt capacities, that hve never yet attain'd, (whether 
of younger, or elder cars) to the right and clear under- 
ſtanding of the ſound principles of the truly reformed Chris 
ſtian Religion. 

Inwhich undertakement, I labour to carry 0n, @ double 
work, at once. Firjt, to dval with ſuch as I cannot ever hope 
will be willing to come under any verbal, or interlocutory 
diſcourſe, by way of dialogue, or ſuch queſtions and an- 
ſwers, as are properly catechetical. Secondly, to inſtru 
ſuch as ſhall be ſent unto me, to beexamined in paublick. 

Concernin? the firſt, T hope ſhortly to give forth a little 
tat of it in Print, and therein a diſcovery of my whole de- 
iz», with the way, method, and enas of it. 
tqr the ſecond, I hereby begin to make proviſion, by pre- 
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paring certain queſtions and” anſwers on the ſeveral © 
reſpedive dayzes therein mentioned , for ſuch families to ; 
ſee, and take notice of, as ſhall have a mind to uſe them; and 
the reaſon why 1 give an whole Months time, or more, for 
Children and ſervantsto have them in their hands. =. F 
ſuppoſe, obvious to all ;, namely, that they may read them, 
con them. and learn them well before hand, againſt the time 
they ſhall come to be examined, and in the ſame order 1 ſhall 
ſtill goe for the future, if the Lord ſpare life and health, 
that is, give forth new queſtions and anſwers, at leaſt a 
#Þnth before the old ones are all uttered in publick, © 

And becauſe, perhaps, it may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange, 
that I begin with the queſtions here firſt put down, and 
eſpecially, in that 1 am ſo large and ſo long upon them 
before I come to the proper work intended, I ſhall therefore 
crave leave to muke my defemce and give my rea- 

ſonr for it, which are theſe that follow, 

I conſeſs,it is an untrodden path I go in, for I knowne 
that have taken the ſame conrſe before 5 but when 1 conſider 
two things. (1.) that the want of reformation in manners, 
# every whit as great, if n9t ereater, then the want of in- 
formation in the mindes bothof old and young. (2.) That 
the main root of both will eaſily (if inquired into) be 
found to lye here, namely, in the negle& of the mutual du- 
tics of Parents and Children, in the matter of education : 1 
therefore thought this method to be the very beſt, and likeli- 
eſt with moſt ſpeed to obt. tin my principal end, which is, the 
bettcring of the hearts, pradiſes, and lives of thoſe, 1 apply 

a4 my ſelf unto;nor d» I think any thing to be more inſtantane- 
ouſly urgent. and by all means poſſible, to be more preſently 
endeavoured, then this > and the true reaſon why 1 have 
ſearched the $criptures with all the diligence I can, about 
this buſineſs, and have fetched in other arguments alſo to 
ſtrengthen what is there ſo plentifully, and with ſuch new- 
eſs and variety of matter laid down, in reference to this 
x great 
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e L pilitle to the Reader. 


great work between Parents and Childr en , intheir educa- 


#0 tion,ir, that they may ſee the importance, neceſſity, and ex-. 
'd cellency thereof, _ = fallp inftruFed Rn be the 
ad more willing and induſtrious in the principal work it ſelf, 
I when | ſhall come anto it: For which, good Reader, deny 
wy not thy daily and mol affeFtionate prayers, on behalf of the 
ry hearty well-wiſher and earneſt endeavourer,of the inward and 
: real growth, both ofknowledge and grace to thee and t hine. 
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Queſtions and Anſwers prepared for chil 
dren and ſervants to be examinedupon the 
ſeveral daycs following. viz. 


Upon wedneſday, March 4+ I 66x 


Queltitcy, — 


hat d:th Ged require corcernirg Children ? 
V A. That they ſh-uld bes Chacechi;ed, 

C. How do you prove that ? : 

A, By the we:ds of 6he holy Ga-it tothe two and riventieth of the 
provetbs, and the f1xth ve; le, 

O. What be theſe ? 

A. Train up (or catechiſe ) a Child in the way be thould vo, and 
when he is old he will not depart trom it, | 

©. Who are to perform this duty of (atechiſing ? 

«1. The Parents of Children, 1t ney be able rodo ir, or elle to uke 
care that ſome others doit for them. 

0. How do you prove that ? 6 

A. By the Scriptures ot the cld and new Teſtament; ? 

O. Where as you prove that 1n the old Teſt amert ? 

A, To Deute:. 6.6, 7. The Lo:d' commands the Cnildren of [ſracl, 
ſayinrs, theſe words (that is, the words of the Law ) which I com- 
mand thee this day ihall be io thine tearr, and thou (halt teach them di- 
Iigently to chy Children. 

Q. # hat elſe are Pare»ts commanded to dointhis place of Deuteron:my. 
phat you have now quoted? ? 

A. They are commanded to talk of thoſe things which they inftiuR 
thei; Children in, as they fit if their houſes, walk io the way, and when 
they lye down, 20d when they rile up, 

Q. Thev it ſeems Parents muſt alwayes be minding this work, muſt they 
et ? , 

A, Yee, nt all fir” ſeaſons, and upon every good occaſion, they 
Zult be ſpeaking ſuch thirgs , as their Childrep ought to leary. 


Q: 


Q. Why ts this command laid fo ſirittly upon Parents, and why are they 
required todd it ſo conſtantly ? : I! 

A, B:cauſe Children ae 4pt to imitate their Parencs, co ſay ag 
they ſay, 2nd do as theydo, learning more by example then by in-Y 
ſtrucicn, | 

QO Mayit x:t . by this rale, be laid at the Parents doors, that thers 
are ()mary wicked Children in the world, that run up gd down mn they 
Streets, with oatks, ard cther wile words in ther Fath; > | 

A. Yes, upen io many of chem as have pegleRted the duty here re- 
quited of ther, How oftep have Givers at the very gallows complained, ff 
that if their Patents had done their duty towards them, they had never{ 


come there ? 


Upon Wedneſday, March 11. 1664, 


O. Where dos you grove this duty of Parents in the new Tiſta*} 
wrt, | 
eA. To Eph. 6. 4. VVhere Parents are commanded to bring up 
their Children in the nurture and admonitigg, of the Lord. 

9. that do you meas: by the nurture ad admorition of the Lord ? 

A. Holy infiructions, arethe nurture here meant ; and wholſome 
diſcipliae , ſeaſonadle reproofs, and other due means to reform what] 
is amiſlein Chilciren, 1s the admonitionof the Lord, 

©. If this be the duty of Parerts , what is the duty of Children? 

A. To obey thei: Parents in the Lo:d ? 

©. How prove you that > 

A, They ate the words of the Apolile inthat 1 Epb. 1. 

O What elſe 15 there yiquired o' Children ? . 

A. That they honour their Father and Mo:her , which 1s the firſt 
commandement with p:o7 iſe, | 

©. what ts the promiſe to thiſe that horour their Father and ther 
eMcuther. 

A. Ic (hall go well with them, and they ſhall live lopg upon the ; 
Earth, 

. Where prove you that ? | | 

A. lnthe 20h Chapter of Exod. ' and the 12, verſe, where chef 
words are uſed, 

9. Wherein doth the ebtdjence of Children and honowring of their Pay 
rents conſiſt ? A, I 


A, In many thivge, bur principally in being willing to be Catechiſed 
a0d inſtructed by chem, | 

O. Cas you give any inſtances of any Parents rec:rded i» Scripture 
that have thus catech:ſad and irſtruited their children, and of Children 
that bave beer willing to be [o ir ſerultid by their Parents ? 
= A. Yes. 
O. wher.? 
A. Both inthe old Teſtament and 1o the ner. 
©. where the old Teſtament ? 
A. In Prov. 1, from verſe the 1. toverſe the gth where King Le- 
annel (which was So/omon) repeates the words of infliuRtion whic1 his 
mother gave him. 
 O. Where #n the new Teſtament ? 

A. In 2 Tim. 1. 5. Where young T: methy's faith is mentioned 
which be learned by che init:ufion of his good mother Eunice, and his 
grandmothe; Lois. 
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UVpon Wedneſday, March 183. 166;. 


. Can you rame ary good Children the Scriptnres that feared and 
loved God when they were yourg, by wertue of thuir Parents Catichizing 
and inſerutting them ? 

A. Yes, both in the old and new Teltamenr. 

©. where in the old Teſtament ? 

A, In 2 Chron, 34. 3. We read that JTofiah King of Judah when 
he was bur eight years old, while ke was yer {o young, began to] leek 
after the God of Davie his Faches ; And in the twelfth year of his 
age reformed the fins of Jadab and Jeruſalem. 

9. Where in the new Teſtament ? 

A, In2 Tim. 3. 15. VVe read chat Timothy had the knowledge cf 
the holy Sctiptures f:om a child. 

O. Doth Ged mind little childrev,or take any nonce of them, whethey the 

g 20d or bad ? | 

eA. Yes, God minds little Children, as well as thoſe that are grown 
to age: His eye 1s over all, even Children, as well as others, to lee how 
\they carry themſelves, whether well or ill, 
©. where doth he take notice of grod Children © 
A, Tre two laſt inflances of King Joſiah, and yourg T zmothy, 

I prove 


4 
i um. 


p:ove it, whoſe names God ba:h honoured uporrecord,for all ages to take | 
notice of, _ 
O. Where doth he take notice of bad Children ? F 
eA. Io 2 Kivgs 2, 23, 24. VVnen ſome liccle Children mocked chef 
Propher Elifha, calling tim bald head, two (hee Bears came out of a 
Wood,ard taic two and fortie of them 1n peices. | 
. What ſhould little Children learn from hence ? \ 

A. That Gods eye is upon them when they play the naughty Chile 

cren in the [ireets, and eſpecially, whea chey mock at any that g9 
by, 
F . What will become of thiſe ungrations Children that mrxck at their | 
Father and deſpiſe to obey their eMother 2 k | 
A. Solomo» (ays, in Pcov. 30, 17. That the Ravens of che valley (ball) 

pick our their eyes, and the yourg Eagles ſhall eat them, 

9. Then it ſeems it ts 4 wicked thing for Children to a:ſobey, and abuſe. 
their Parents, w1t not ? 
A. Yes, a very wicked thing, anda fin which will bring a curſe up 

on thoſe Children that are guilty of it, if they repent not, Deuter; 27, 
16. Cutſed be he thac ſetteth (light by his Father or his Mother, y 
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Upon edneſday, March 25. 1668, 


Q. What d:ith Solomon ſay concerning Children -in the Book of the 
Proverbs? | | 

A. He ſays many things concernivg them : Divers thiopgs he ſpeaks 
of good Children, 'and divers things he ſpeaks of bad Children, 

O. What d«th he ſpeakof good Children ? 

A. In Chap. 13, verie 1, He ſaith a wiſe ſon heareth che inftruion:Þ 
of his Father. And in Chap. 29. veiſe 3. He that loverh wiſdom Þ 
rejoyceth his Father, 

O. What adviſe doth Solomon himſelf give to Chilaren ? 

A. His adviſe is, that they hear and hearken to the ioſtruRion of their | 
Father, T 

O. Where doth Solomon give this adviſe. ? 

«A. Io Prov, r. $. and 23. 22, Io theſe words, my ſon hear the || 
:n{iruction of thy Father, | 

Q. What elſe doth Solomon. adviſe? | 

A. That Children (ſhould keep theic Fathers commandement, Prov. 


G, 20, i 
Q. What 


| 


O. What advice doth Solomon give to Children mn reſpif& of their 
other ? ; | 
A. His advice is, that they ſhould not forſake the Law of their Mo- 


her, Prov, 1.8. | A 
©, Then it ſcems Mothers are to wſtruft thir Children, as well as their 


Fathers, and Children aretoobey ard receive wſtruttion from them alla, 


gre they not ? . 
A. Yes doubtleſs, Solow? is plain for this, throughout his baok of 
Proverbs, ) 


©. what reaſor.s doth Solomo n give, why Children ſhiuld thu hearkes 
ro the inſtruftions, ard keep the commandemeiuts of their Father and 
ether Þ ; 
A. He gives many reaſons for it, but four eſpecially. 
Q. Which «the firſt > 
A. It is their wiidom ſo to do, Prov. 13. 1. VVhere he calleth him ee 
ithat doth this, a wiſe fon, 
9. Which « the ſecond reaſon ? 
'» A. Becauſe hereby they will bring much comfort and joy to their Pa- 
rents, whilt they become ſuch durifull and good children co them,even 
be joy of theic Parents hearts. 
How prove you that ? 

A. InP.ov, 23.24, 25. Where we read, Tne Father of the righ- 
eous ſhall greatly rejoyce, and he that begetteth a wiſe Cnild (hall 
ve joy of him, Thy Father and thy M>ther tnall be glad , and (he 
hat bare thee ſhall rejoyce. The like in P:ov. 29. 3. 

. What ts a third yeaſos, ? 
A. Sil mn in Prov. 23. 22. Makes this to be cne reaſon 'why a Son 
Yhould hearken co his Father, becauſe it was he that B:gor him; And 
the reaſon holds as much for obedience to the Mother, becauſe ſhe” bare 
umm. 

O. What t« the fourth reaſo» ? 

A. Becauſe he that receives the ioſtrutions, and keeps the commands 
of his Father and his Afoth:r toll find them ro be a Lamp, and a lich: 
co him, to cuide him in the way of lie, as Solomon ſays in Prov. 


G. 23: | 

Q. What other good ſhall he find thereby ? | 3d 
A. Thoſe ini:uRions obeyed, ſhall be good Councellours ro him 
when he 15 2wwake, and good proteRors to him while he ſleeps, as 1s 
womiled io Pcov, 6, 22. 
| Q. 1s 


Fa 


Q. Is there yet any other benefit to be got by theſe inſtraftions. 7 
A. Yes, one moreza great Ones, 

Q. hat u that ? 

A. Sol:mon ſays Prov. 6, 21, compared with Chap, 1, 9. He that 
binds theſe inſtcuRions of his Father and his Mother upon his bearer, | 
ſhall wear them as an orvamenc of -grace upon his head, and as chains” } 
abcur his peck. k 
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Upon Wedneſday, April 1. 1668, 


Q. You have told me what Solomon ſays coneerning good Chil dren 
but dath be ſay any thing about bad Chilaren ? 
A. Ye. 
— _Q. What dith heſay of them: ? 
A. ile ſays in many places in the book of Proverbs, that they are 
fooler, and great occaſions of greif , calamicy, and ſhame co their - 
Parents. 
Q. Where doth be grue them the title of foo!s £ 
A. In Prov. 15. 5. He laith he 1s a fooliſh ſon that deſpiſerh big Þ 
Fathers in(t:uRion | 
Q. Where ath he ſay , that ſuch Children are a preif to their Pa* 
rets © 
A, In Prov. 17. 25. A fooliſh ſon 15 a greif to his Father, and 
bicterneſs to her thar bare bim, 
Q. Where doth be ſay, that ſuch a fon is a calamity to his Father ? 
A. Thoſe very words are in Prov, 19. 13. 
Q. What ſor 1s be that ſhameth his Father ? 
A. He thar is a companion of riotous men, Prove 28. 7. 
Q. Who alſ» 1 a ſhame to his Parents ? 
A. lo Prov. 19. 26, Solomon (ayes, he that waſteth his Father and 
chiſeth away his Mother, 1s a Son that cauleth thame and briogeth re- 
roach, 
, Q. # hat ſays Solomon of hinz that robbeth bis Father , eo» his Mother, 
and ſaith, it 15 10 trarſgreſſion ? 
"A A. In Prov, 28, 24. He ſaith, that ſuch an ove 1s companion to a De- 
firoyer, and will ſoon ſpend what bis Father hath got, and char before hig 
time too, 16 he may have bis will, | : 
Q. Ther it ſeams he that waſtes ard ſprids hi; Fathers and bis ao 
B Eſta: - 


Eftateis as bad #s 4 T hirf upon the high-ay, is he nt ? 
A. Yes every whit as bad, if not worſe, if wiſe Sooner, of rather 
the holy Gholt (whoſe pen-man Solo was) may be beleived, 
Q, What {all become of the Child that curſeth his Father or Mother 
A. S:lomm fays in P:ov, 20. 20. His Lamp (all be pur cut in <þ- 
ſcure darkneſs, that 1s, he ſhall go our like the {tinking lnu# of a Can- 
dle, tis very 0192 27.d memory (hall perith, | 
0. What puniſhme:t did God appuint to Chilaren that ſhruld curſe their 
Father or © Mother or ſhould ſmite them, or either of them ? 
A. Hz or ſhe that did thus, was to de ſurely put todeath, Excd. 21, 


15.17. 
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Upon Wedneſday, April8. 1668. 


0. Since Childres: a e aft to grow ſo wicked, what may wet learn from 
dher.ce? 

A, That Patrerts bad need be the more carefull to bring up their 
Children 1n the fear of the Lord, and to begin betimes with them, ccn- 
tinually inficufting them , and conſtan:ly pra yipg for them. 

©, VVbat think you of thoſe Parents that never mind thuy arty here- 
ww, but rather the quite contrary , brivgirg up thur chilarcy, in all mayrey 
of lewdr.eſs avd wickedneſs ? 4 

A. I ihink they ace guilty of much fo; and if their Child:en become 
C:olles, and -zfli tions ro them, they may thabk themſelvee. 

« I; this all the hurt that comes of 1: ? 

A. No, for it their Children live and dye rebels to theſe their Parents, 
and rpev2r repent (as ſuch Children ſeldome doe) then what have 
luch Parents done, but b:oupht forth Children to the mou: deter, ever 
the vtext truderer of ſoulrgthe Devil ? 

O. Upn whom will the deſtrultion of theſt Children be charged at 
the great day of Tuagemert ? 

A, Partly upon themſelves,and partly upon the Parents that ſo brought 
tae up, 

Q. YVVhat c:1rſe by Grds appointment, Are Parents to take with thei; 
Chilarer, in: the matter of thur education ? 

A. With a!l c-ntleneſs, wiſdom and love, to infirut them in 
tne Loc, thac is, vith aSlictle anger and paſſion as may be, 

Q. How prove you that > 
A. Ey 
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A. By che wo:ds of the Apoile in Eph, 6, 4. Fati2;s provoke not 

eu: Children to wrath, but brivg them up in the nucture and admonition 
of the Locd, 

O. Fin muſt nit Parents provoke their Children to wratn? 

A, The Apoltle ſays elſwhere, viz. in Colofl, 3, 2r, tzey Mult not 
do it, Lelicheir children be thereby diſcouraged. Some chiidren are 
naiurilly more dull and weak then others, and ſome more tender, and 
apt to lay the Parents anger in rebukes or blows to heart, Thetetore 
prudence mutt be 1iſed 1 ſuch cafes, 

Q. But what if it be a willful ſtubbornuels mire then any thirg tiſe that 
re:ders Children nntoward ? | 

A, Szaicmable and due co:retion, mult be added to reproofes and 
:n{t;yuticon, when cheſe latter will oor prevail alone, 

Q. Where prove you that ? 

A. In Prov, 23. 15. Fooliſhneſs is bound in the heatr of a child, 
but the rod of correction hall d:ive it far from him, Timely diſcipline 
152% neceilary, 2nd as wholeſome as food. 

9.VVhat ſaith the holy Ghoſt of a ford Parent that ſpareth his ſou 
aud corretts him not 0 

A. He ſaith inplain Englith, ne nates him, 

2. Where doth the holy Gboſt ſay ſo ? F 

A, [n P:ov.1 3.24 He: en: (prrerh his rod, hates his fon,” bur he 
that ioveth kim chaiin*:h um betimes, ' 


pon IVedneſday, Ayril, 15. 1668. 


Q. Are ot good Parents apt to begui.ty of this ſome times d 

A. Yes, too often, Od E!the Piicit wasa good man, yer was guilty 
of ris (1m, 

Q VVhy, wherein was he cuilty? aid henct reprore his ſon when he 
heard what wickeaueſs they did 3. Iſrael, avd made the iris peojle to trasſe 
greſſ*, as 15 recorded 19 1 Sam, 2.22, 16. 

A. He did reprove them indeed, but after a {]:ioht inenner; neither 
his ange”, nor his words, were anſwerable cotheir crimes, 

Q Feat fouls he, 'r cod be do mere? 

A. The Lord himſelf cells us in x1 Sam. 3. 13. He reſtrained iam 
n2t; the word in the Original is, he frowned not upon them, that Is 
he didnorexercile ſuch a tatherly Authoricy towards bis Sons, nor ſych 
B z : 


(12) 
2 ze! for God in puniſhiog ther, as he ſhould have done. 
O. What was the effeft of this lexity of Eli towards bus anged!'y 
ſons ? 
A. I: was the cuine of his houſe, and b:cught miſery upon old El: 
himſelf, and all His poltericy. 

Ch Wher «i, aid this appear ? 

A. Firft, old El: himſelf with his two ſons came to an untimely death. 

©. What death 7 : 

A. His wo wicked ſops, Hophnr ard Phizehas were ſlain in battle by 
the Ph:l;tines, and himſelf died of a fall from his ſeat backward, having 
his neck broken, at g8 yeares old, after be had judged /ſrae! forty yeares. 
154m,4. I5, 19, 

O What other evil befe! him ? 

A. The P:eifihood was taken fiom bis family, an enemy came Into 
his habitation, none of hi3-race ever after lived to be an old man; and ſuch 
as did ſurvive, while they lived, they were ſad oby:&s of creif, and (ore 
calamity; came to ſuch begcary and want, that they crouched for a peice 
of ſilver, and craved a moriel of bread, and died inthe flawer of their ave 

O. Where doth this appear ? wes 

A. In1 Sam. 2.531. 36. It is there recordedat large in the propheſie, 
that by way of meſſage, was ſent to El about it, and accordingly it came 
cO paſs inafter times. : | 

9. Did all this come upon El ard his poſterity meerly,or cheifly,for this fv 
of cockerirg his two naughty ſons,ard not prifÞing of them * 

A. Yesall this. | 

O. IVhat 1ame did Ged give to this iy of old Eli ? 

A. He calls ita deſpifing of him, and rold him plainly that ſuch Pa- 
rents as ſhould chus deſpiſe Þim, ſhould be livhtly elicemed.” i Sam, 


2. 3O. 


UVronWedneſday, Aprit 22. 1650. 


Q. What. may a! Parcnts and Children learn from hence 2 

A. 7t:t where Parents and children do not their reſp ective Clutyes, 
one in obeying the cther in not pudiſhing for diſobedience, there (-:e 
do=men's mat2: expeted to follow, d:th upon Patents and Chil- 
drento0, 


O. What 
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9. VVoat elſe may we learn from ber ce ? 

A. That the wicke''nels of Paren:sand Child:en in onz age may en- 
tail curſes upon their potterity 1o all cine ro come, aod certaiply will, 

1f not repented Of, 

Q. May xot the wſ arrizger of chilaren againſt their Parents, eſpecially, 
if not reſtraived a':d purthed , bring judgement up as whole 
Nat:n, as well as upm a private family > 

A, Yes,douubtleſs,they mar, and ſometimes doe, 

O.VPhere do yeu prove that ? 

eA. in Ezeck. 22, o V Vhen the P:ophet Ezehiel reckon? UP 4 Catt- 
logue of fins that brought deſtruftion upon Jeraſalem, and laid that $ood- 
ly City inaſhes, as Lon now Iyer, this is ont, [n thee (that is, in 
Teruſalem ) they have let light by Father and Mother, 

O. {a1 any other rſt ances be giver of the curſe of God failing pn 
wicked Children brfides this of Eli, for their diſobedience to Parents. ? 

A. Yes, wicked Ham the ſon of Noah, was curſed, he, and his po- 
Rerity after him , for his ſcoffing at his Father when he was overtaken 
with Wine, Gen, g. 22. 

& 1s any honour or reverence aue to Parents that live ſinfully and de> 
hauched!y ; or at leaſt whes they are guilty of any foul crime ? 

A. The miſcarriages of Parents do not at all rake off the obligation 
of Children, no Hot then, when they negle& their duty towards their 
Children. 

QO. How prove y:u that ? 

A. By this very inſtance of ah, for when he was overcome with 
Wine, and Bo better then d:unk, as the holy Gaolt it ſel ſeycs he was, 
(Gen. 9. 21, Yet two of his ſons Shem and Japhet perſormed their duty 
of reverenceto him, and would not le their Fathers pakedneſs, bur co- 
vered it with a germent, golog backward towards him, with their 
fices from him, verie 23. And thereupon were both bleſſed, verſe 26.27. 

®, What may we {cars from bence? 

A.T hat whatevet evils the Parents be guilty of yet It is the Childrens 
iy to pav the reverence of Childzen to them, , and in fo doing they thall de 
bleſled, 


Upon IWedneſclay, April 29. 1568. 


O. Whet think yer of the pratliſe &{ Jabs {ever ſons and three daughters 
- __ # t - [y Y A 
: mentie 
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mentioned fo 1,4, Namely ther feaſhing ':gether in ther houſes, every 
one his day, was there ary evil mit ? 

A. By a careful o9:e:vatton of tas wiole Rory of it, I can figd 
none. 
® What was tre :c:4 24 of ther feaſtins thus ? 

A. Io all probabilicy, it was is celebration of cal ſeveral reſpeRiye 
| birth dayes ; it beiog a cultome i2 choſe Countrys waere Feb lived, foto 
do. | : 

J 9. Have J74 : ws record im Sc 02172 fur r [ach 4 CH, ome ? 

AYe:s, B>thin the 0! Teitann: and int mas In the old, Gen, 
40, 209. Pharoah kept aicat 07 1s DIrrn day, So did Herod upon his, 
Math. 14.6. O: pechans, the f2aits. of che. fons of Job, might be upon 
ſome other daye by murual 2g72:ment, to k2ep up love = 07 rage 
whilt they thus featted ons anotter, in each of their houſes by 
rurpe, 


. VVby: *bey did Fob 1 effer ſacrifice and burnt off er: g TY AC cording to the 
number of all bi: +: r, ——_ ate'y after thei feaſts were over, if they did 
yot ſin 11: the feaſt gs 

A. Job Was 2 Ve:" te man, 28 God himſeli bears witneſs, J-b 1,1, 
and 2, 3, And:iterefors featin the Worlt, he ſanRifes both himſelf, 
and his (ons, i222 very next Cay == 12 te morping, after each rel fpeRive 
feat day, ani ſecks an 3icn2ment with the Lord. by ſac: ifice ©, thipkivg 1 Ie 
very poſſible that in the hear of th2ic tealting , they might have ſinned 
and curſed Go4 ip their heats, 2nd yer it doth not Certaioly appear thac 
they did fo in any of their fealtinz, only he feared ths worſt, 

O. How :ften did Tcb ao this ? 

A. Itis faid he Gid it continu ly. 

O.What mAy welearn hence? | 

A, Thar 200d Paren's, how careful ever they ace, or: have been in 
a religious an cod education of tnet: Cuild:en, and now much hope 
and comfort ſever tney may hve of them, yer they never ceaſc 
praying for thei, eithe: to keep them, from tin, or in caſe they do fin, 
rogers P4700” 0: them, eſpecially waen r2* romance: their 
eyey and ode ervativn, as Jbs (ons nw were, who no lived every 
one in b18 own h-1e, 

O. What the aut of {hild "en that Lats fuch ho's A''1 careſul Pa- 
rerts, as | -aping d-es had of him their Father / 

cA.To be vey :nankful 'or ſuch a fineuler mercy, and -ndeavour to 
walk worthy Cfit, I: ts an vwokno4n viii, and no: £5 ily valuable, 

b [© 


Y 
4 
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to be unde: the daily bleliings anJ prayers of good Parents, 
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Upon iſVedneſdiy, May 6. 1668. 


9. But ard ot the great 7i4;eme:t which befell the ſons and daughters 
of Job, while they were eating and drirk ing wine in, their eldeſt brothers 
houſe (they being all killed with the fall of the houſe upon them) argue that 
it was fir ſome great {in that they had committed in their feaſting ? 

A. Noltuci taing appearg,o: can be gathered by any neceilary thference 
from apy paſlage in the whole (ory ct tr, 

O. Is :t not ſaid J1» 1, 19. That there came a great wind from the 
Wilderneſs, and (mote the four corners of the houſe, and cauſed it to fall > 
who was it that [ext that wind > was it »9t from a provoked and offended 
| God ? 

A. All this, and the rel? of tne ſad afflitions that came thus upon 
, holy Jeb, one inthe neck of another, inthe loſle of his Oxer, and his 

Sheep, and his Camels, came not as a vunithment of any (ip, either of 

Fob himſelf, or any of his childrep, at this ime, as his chree friends 
a 1A afterward falſly argued ; but only by way of trial, co prove J-b, and to 
pur bis Faith, Patience, and humble ſubmiſſion to the divine will, into | 
exerciſe. | 

©. How avth this appear ? 

A. By the plain Cope of this place, and the teſtimony that God 
aimſelf gives of him elſewhere. 

O. VPhere dith Grd give ary ſuch Teſtimony of Fob ? 

A. In Jam. 5.11. You have heard of the patience of Jeb, and have 
ſeen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is. very pictiful and of rendec 
mercy, that is, the Lo:d had a merciful defignin all thar came upon 
Feb , not to revenge upon him, but to put an honour upon Febs grace, 
and his own me:cy in his final dealing with him, 

O.VVhat may we learn from hence ? 

A. To take heed of cenſuting too hatthly the afflikted Rate of the Lords 
precious people, There may be much love, and no wrath at all in it 
ſometimes, 4s it was here in the cale of Jeb, 


TVpon 


® 


Upon Wedneſday, May 13. 1668, 


O. VVhat thick you of the Child that will zot be battered by mild re- 
bukes, gentle admmitions, and good counſells ? 
FE A, He isa fool and little detrer then a brute beaſt, and mult be dealc 
PSith accordingly, and that by Gods own appointment. 
 OQ. Howao youprovethat ? 
* A, By the words of the holy Ghoſt, in Prov. 26. 3. A whip ſor the 
” Herſe; and a biidle forthe Afﬀe, anda rod for the fools back, 
F - Q. W hat think you of the Parests that ſpares the rod, when there ts 
Feed of it, 41th he not ſpoile the (huld ? 
A. Yes, and nor only ſo, but hates him too, 
Q. How prove you that ? 
A, In P:ov, 13.24. He that ſpareth his rod , hateth his ſon + Buc 
he that loveth him chaſteneth him betimes. 
Q@. What dojou mean by a Fathers chaſining his ſon bitimes, and when 
Ay be beſaid to do ſo £ 
© A, VVhen he doth ic while his ſon is yet young and tender,before he 
"4s grown big, and head-lirong, it is eafier to bowa wig, then co'break 
ba bough, 
4 0. How t ſ«ch chaftning as this a frurt of the Fathers loue ? 
i ef. Becauſe by. this means, he gives proof of the care he hath of hi 
& Childs cul, ip which cate the greate't love offa Parent doth con-g 
Ws Ss 
'O. How dsth that appear * 
k-. A. To that it is che very ſaine courſe that Ch:iſthimſelf rakes for the 
eternal good of his Children, 
* , ,Q. How prove you that * 
A. In Hebr, 12. 6, 7, Wionmthe Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 
ſcourgeth every ſon whom he ceceiveth, If ye endure chaſtening, God 
” dealeth wich you, as with ſons, fgr what ſon 18 it whom the Father (that 
9, the wiſe and good Father ) chaſlteneth nor, where there is need of 
\ctaſtenins? 
> Q. VVhat1s one principle meanes, the holy Ghoſt ut ſelf preſcribes to 
Parents to keep their Children from death (that 1s , from death ſeiritual 
ad eterral) ard to asliver their (141 from hell? 
A. Iris the. timely and regular uſe of the rod, 
Q. Howprove yu that ? 
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